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PREFACE. 



Those, who, in the perusal of 
History, are fond of tracing the 
characters of mankind, and their 
close similarity, in every age, will, 
it is hoped, be gratified, as they 
scan over with an impartial eye, the 
following pages: they prove, incon- 
testibly, that, though refinement 
improves the ideas and embellishes 
the outward • form, and style of 
living, by all the soft acquirements 
aS 
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of luxury; yet, that the mind of 
man, ever invariable, pursues, 
with avidity, that one darling 
system of visionary happiness, pre- 
mised hini by the propensity of 
his nature and disposition ; these 
propensities appear in different 
shapes, according to the versati* 
lity of the human mind. Thus, the 
moroseness which characterized 
the manners of some of our gloomy* 
ancestors, is now changed into th« 
deep thought of philosophy, and 
profound learning, or cynical cen-* 
sure on the manners of an age,' 
miscaliedj perhaps, corrupt / b^ 
cause we must still acknowledge^ 
that the characters of mankind 
are only altered, in a great degree, 
by improvements in knowledge, 
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qad irhich, according to tlie soil 
tbftt receives the preciouB seed of 
\visdom, grows up a pernici- 
QII& poison, or improves into a fair 
tjree of perfection. 

;rTbe silly, illiterate stripling, 
bdj^ttlj emancipated from the tui- 
tioi^ of monkish ignorance of the 
fifteenth century, is, in this age of 
improvements, the half-learned, 
half travelled, trifliug ijoxcomb of 
rank and fortune ; a compound of 
frivblity and presumption, a smat«- 
ter^rof languages, a connoisseur 
of pictures, operas and women I 
The late ferocious violator of all 
the rites of hospitality, who mur- 
dered the husband, that he might 
postt^ftsthe wife in uninterrupted se^ 
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curitjjis now the smooth-tongued, 
refined adulterer, who wounds the 
mind of the man he calk his friend, 
in the tend^erest and dearest part, 
bj making use of every insidious 
and delusive attack on the,^it 
first unsuspecting,— heart of the 
female, to draw away her affec- 
tions from her lawful partner; 
while, at the same time, he pre- 
tends a disinterested regard for the 
injured husband. The drunkard 
of antiquity, who formerly swal- 
lowed a gallon of sack for his 
breakfast, and at each of his even- 
ing liveriesy * drank a gallon of 

* The livery was a gormandizing meal, eaten in the 
bedchambers of our ancestors of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, afier they had taken their ordinary supper. 
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Ji)^r ftii4 two quarte of wine, is the 
p»Iy a«oi?)at cbawQter that luxury 
ca0Pot<:hfthge; for a drunkard at 
Champfligne^ Burgundy, or even 
/* huwWe Port/' fe ^till a drunkard ; 
japd ^iak$ the man into a level with 
the Snite: nay worse; for the 
jerystal stream is tjie only beverage 
of the brute creation. 

In Gvery Century we find, that 
the people are the constant imita- 
tors of their superiors. If the Prince 
is the handsomest and finest gen- 
tleman of that age which boasts his 
birth ; if his manners are the model 
of elegance, and his smile and ad- 
dress have all the charms of fasci- 
nation ; so his example becomes 
the more capable of drawing after 
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it admirers and partisans ; aiid if 
his own principles are faulty, they 
become doubly dangerous fronai 
the high eminence in which they 
are placed. If Edward the IVth. 
threw away the pure pearl of Sa- 
voy, in her prime and btoom of life, 
to unite himself to pride and bigot- 
ry's faded charms, was he a singular 
character ? Have not other princes, 
far superior in wisdom and accom- 
plishments, been guilty of similar 
faults? If princes and nobles in 
days of yore, were weary of their 
lawful and chaste wives, and wast- 
ed their patrimony and that of their 
people in the society of those 
women, who were some of thetri 
outcasts from polished society, do ^ 
we not witness the same fatal pro- 
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pensities in succeeding reigns? 
Times, which we call civilized, 
when opposed to those of barba- 
rism. 

lyCaQy who was never intended 
to be a perfect being, is continual- 
ly the dupe of his own heart. If 
that heart is possessed of feeling 
and virtue, it may lead him into 
error, but never into actual vice : 
yot if once he suffers himself to 
be carried, down by the stream, of 
dissipation, he knows not where 
to stop : the retrospect of what he 
once was in the days of youthful 
candour and integrity, forms a 
dreadful comparison with his pre- 
sent vicious follies. Thus he con- 
tinues his mad career in heedless 
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(fesperatiem : tb, who firid Obt Mke*/ 
ness of tbiis picture stop, while time 
puts it id yoOT power I 

Happy the people, who ate 
governed by a Moii^Ai!tc«,Mltkfcr 
tbe present Rt/LfiR ot GRijAi* 
Britain F Constat^c* prosifletf 
over his tnttrneige eottch; And X 
tiituous artd belored cotisort gildrf 
the evening of his life witb tbe 
splendid beams of her domfestfd 
virtoes^: The eianipfe of toy^\ty^ 
like a naighty torrent, carrks^a^^ 
before it, and when a Prince spa;rns 
Ihc marriage vow with cohtnrnel'y, 
and loves every mian's wife better 
than bis own, the nation, down t& 
the lowest ttiechanic, boasts of ^ft: 
ftffair, with the wife of his fi^fenii; 
or the little girl which he keeps 
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at his cottage omei ; whi)e the 
obsciire^ private gentleman of 
small fortune^ takes the pretty 
ha^ he is weary of, in the H^^ to 
9'f$9kionable Watering Place ; and 
m smpremely happy^ when he has 
displayed her fine figure on the 
public walk, if the Great Man 
will once deign- to notice hdm^ 
for her sake! Does the Prince 
game? Oh! how spirited does 
the city apprentice think himself 
when he loses his last guinea, 
«t.a game of whist or casino ! 

Does the Prince degrade his fine 
talents and destroy his beanttful 
person, by ever sinking into the 
»tupidi and vilifying: vice of ine- 
briety ? "What a buck does the 

VOL. I. fe 
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wealthy citizen think hioiself^ 
when carried to his bed, in a state 
of insensibility, from an. excess^ 
of xlaret and Ghampaigjie ! and 
how does he boast of the heroic 
deed, the next morning, and with 
an important laugh, triumphantly 
declare that, " the Prince himeetf^ 
was never so d — d drunk, as he 
was, the. night before/' 

It must, in defiance of every in- 
novating system or opinion, bo 
truly maintained, that, " Exainple 
goes farther than precept;" and 
we cannot forbear repeating the 
affirmation, that human nature is, 
in every, age, the same. The coarse 
language of some females in the 
fifteenth century, is closely copied 
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by; the equivoque, however neatly 
wrapped up, which several ladies 
of high fashion, pride themselves in 
at the present day ; the low expres- 
sions made use of in the times of 
gothic ignorance, still hold their 
empire oyer the lips of our fashi- 
ooables ; and display all their 
wonted energy in the slang of the 
turf, the barbarous terms at- 
tached to pugilism, and, the ec- 
centric expressions, known only to 
the select societies of Bond-street 
and Lobby Loungers. 

The gamesome frolics and Christ- 
mas gambols of our forefathers, 
where laughter presided, while 
the joke went round, and happy 

mirth supplied the place of sati- 
• b2 
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rical wit, we shall only find ex^ 

changed for the more polite^ but 
inferior occupations of quizzing^ 
hoaxing^ and, for summer amuse-* 
ment in the country and at water- 
ing places, laying every ridiculous 
plan to •* astonish the natives" J f i 
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Melius eril maniieni live in brass; 
Tkeir virtues we writs in wster. 

SHAKXSPBAEB. 

AN treating of ages Ipag gpQe by, the 
pen, while it endeavours to be faithi^^l tp 
truth, shpuld be ever impartial. The 
.;bistoric page is too frequently plpuded 
with error i attd thoiigh, ao^e ]^ts am 
^ofi^pieuous (6^ conviction, by agreeing 
authors, or well preserved manuscript^, 
all the* events we read of are npt to be 
tQo implicitly credited. It is not the ii|- 
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tention of the writer of tlie present essay . 
to speak of the transactions of the hou^e '' 
of York, after it became secu!;e by its 
union with that of Lancaster, in enjoying 
that repose from scenes of slaugjiter , 
which had so long desolated tiie kiiig- 
dom; but to give a sketch of tlie private 
life of Edward the IV^ and his court, be- 
fore the death of Henry the VL till whose . 
demise he could certainly not be said to - 
enjoy the crown in perfect security, thou^ 
there is every reason to style him Th» 
Heir AppARENTto the throne of Engjand. 
His right to that throne, and the legality 
of his descent, have been so well treated 
of by various writers of veracity, that it 
is unnecessary to weary the reader witii 
genealogical dbcussions : but this histeMry . 
commences at that period of Edward'^s 
youth, when the dreadful contentiom be*.: 
tween the two houses depopulated the 



Digitized by VjOO^ IC "" 



THE CQU-RT QE ZUfQtATHD. 9 

An Hi^ Apparent. . " 

CDQiHay^ rod bereft her of roajoy qf ber. 
bravest defenders. 

A noble author has said, that ^ Ed- 
TWrds good qualities were courage and 
btew^; bis bad qualities, every vice.** 
I^^ex^ssion is too strong ; fpr thoi^gb 
vu;i$'c^)rtidnly predominated in bis cha- 
rac»ir^»he yet gave evident and frequent 
pjTIMi^/ of tlie goodness of his heart:, 
filrty mislj^d by evil counsellors during hi? 
miiiority, he plunged into eyery specieis of 
disBtpetion ; amongst which, inebriety,: 
tbfljl 4bgU6ting vice, unhappily took th^: 
leoiiymA promised, lotig before his coi^ng 
toilto>4^ltown, to undermiixe that beauty^. 
fo0)ivli4c% he was so particularly famed. By 
fais^iirec^s and example, he set at nought, 
thei pifinciptes of purity, and .laughed at 
coi^ugnil fidelity; His, superb and elegant 
niaf»kms were: the scenea of ript and exr 
cpss^ and it is a maxim eyer. held by the 
b2 



gittzed by Google 



PRIVATE HISTORY OP 



An Heir Apparent. 



y^^yUi ^U ftges^ that, when themomte^if^ 
the prince are corrupt, the nobles andpte«« 
beiaiis( gene)*ally folk)w the same fatiail pm- 
ptensities, and thus the nation gradtalljr 
smks into effetmnacy and consequeiifi^b^' 
day: lii vain are eithoitotidhi^ from' ^llid 
pulpit i hi vain inay aris aad leariikig; i»t* 
pr6ve ; tiie pUlai^ of the state are onder^ 
diitted, and ruin threatens ta^sue. Unny 
Krhlle the nation was revelling in eMoesSy 
the heirs of Lancaster prevailed^ and 
harrassed the people witii all the si^fer-^i 
ings &f a cruel and disastrous contest* A 
mhlib ardour seemed kindlings ataidst^di 
his depravitjr, in the breadt of JBdmatd^ 
itbrthy of the hero and the prhice ; cool . 
and determined^ he wished to appear at 
tte head of his whole army, ami confroofc . 
the enemyi Thi$ noble emulation it«s^ 
hbwevdf, chewed in its springs l^ hu 
brother the DtOie of GloQcestef f v4ig^ 
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fearAilof losing that nuUtary] fame he had 
already acquired, and which gave him 
the cogmnand of the army, or from what 
other, niotiye is unknown, kept back tlie 
tatents:of the young prince ('till he de- 
termined to throw off the yoke of submis** 
sioi^X <^^ g^ve him only the command of, 
a diosen set of warriors, youthful and 
{Kraae to pleasure as himself. The disr 
cij^ne of these few troops left Edward 
siiiSicient time to pursue those gratifica- 
tiooa, w which he set the highest yalue> . 
and which he followed with ardent avidity; 
aad, rioting in the .midst of dissipation, his . 
pernicious panu^ites smoothed instead of 
slopping the career of vice. Edward, 
roving from one frail jietir to another, had, 
as yet, felt no fixed attachment. In the 
jiQSt expanded blossom of youth, ^^ the 
erpeetancy and rose of the fair state,'' 
the heir of England's throne was immer 
b3 
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sed ill thM sMsuality^ ivhich threatened 
the oblivion ot eviery princely and inanly 
acquisition that he once Appeared in 
posseseioh of, and which prognosticated^ 
the tobBt auspitioiag pmenf to the partisans 
of the hduse of Y^fk, who looked forward 
with prophetic pleasure to his future 
exaltation. But while his fine person, 
his high accomplishments, and the splen- 
did situation h« filled, gained him every 
outward homage from his subjectsr^ and 
all combined to captivate yielding beau^; 
the professed libertines of either isex -used 
every endeavour and alluring art, to .de« 
grade the prince lo a level with the 
meiemedt of )m subjects, and to vitia^ 
his morals as a ktmi. 
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CHAP. 11. 

A TSNDEB ATTACHMENT. 

F»iver than fam*d of old, or fabled danweia 
Met m forest wicle by errant knights. 

.• JIILTOV. 

THE fascinating charms of Ml^ria de 
Rosenvault seemed destined, by ^tibfi 
pQweiiul l»nd of £a,te, to. snatch the 
{Hince, for a abort period^ from the 
slothful rust of apathetic gallantry; a. 
fiulingy dictated by f^hion, matured by 
vice, and which can afford only satiety^ 
^nd give a precarious satisfiiction in whicli 
the heart has no i^re ; never leaving, 
duise iiouUsatisfying temembmnces^ which 
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may be dwelt on with real delight in ab- 
sence, by the mere contemplation of 
an object that we sincerely love. 

After a splen^d tournament, in honour 
of the mother of Edward, a pageant was 
represented in the evening, in which the 
gay youth of both sexes supported the 
various characters of different nations^ 
according to the costume in which" they' 
were habited. They were dressed as at a 
masque, but without wearing visors, and 
^ evening concluded with a ball, similar 
to the present fancy balls of Ireland; 
where the ladies appear in different: 
characters, while the native beauty of 
the fair Hibernian is not clouded or dis-. 
figured by a mask. The prince had often- 
seen Maria in the suite of his mother. . He 
had noticed her in the public walks, an^; 
had beheld her with a. regard, almost 
bordering on veneration. He made ii^r 
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qutiiesriDtoher situation in life. He found 
ske TfSLS maffri^d) her husband worthless, 
ajid her beauty/almos): her only portion. 
IJoas yet respected her sad situation, and 
tli^ii^ as little of bribing her affectionsi, 
\i^lipm0ti^ benefits, as those of the 
n«^ie4t wimtess at court : but, beholding 
lMqr.pi^omung. m^.t^^ pageant, her. re- 
splendent beauty was so heightened, hy s^. 
chrete peculiarly calculated to display her 
poraoEt to advaatage, that the remains of 
eigery. viituous principle and every good 
rcBatetion were destroyed which had been 
Ul^[tt<!^ in his breast, when Maria was 
^ ol^g^t: Unaccustomed to contrx^l his 
pfi^ions, and resolved on their indolgencey 
a^ ^^y became the inmates , of their 
^firthly iiiansion, he determined on pos- 
aemng the objcfct of his affections, at 
aay price. Maria de Eosenvault^was the 
bveHnspiring object of man's adorati(»t>' 
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either when seated at h<HDe in the garb tdf 
neat and tasteful simplicity^ in the waUc-^' 
ing, the equestrian, or court casiumty 
she was equally charming; and tiint^' 
to her, &tal evening! when, attifed ii^} 
the habit of a Danish Prinoess; »6te,> 
gained universal: admiration, raid ^addf 
the conqu^ing £dward her wiUiBg c&p-^i 
tive, * 

Lenity to a female peculiarly unfertile' 
nate, prompts the mind to make sotxid 
excuse for this part of MariaVcondttcfc * 
Charity and pity must plead in extraouatidii ^ 
of youth, assailed by tnanly beauty, graoe, t 
and power ; when a husband, whose exm- ; 
duct was of the blackest die, left beaidyt 
and elegance to pine almost in want, orv 
far worse,, would expect her to live in Tile 
dishonour, by bartering a . person pecutitf^ c 
ly lovely, for wealth and splendor. With*, 
a heart of the softest and most affectionate 
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l^di and which he had totally alienated 
fvfjm himself; can it be wondered at, if 
the pleadings of Edward moved her mind 
in his favour, and prompted her in an in- 
ai#§pieiou& moment to listen to his ad- 
di^fM^es ? was it natural for her to behold, 
wkb indifierence, a princely lover, en- 
dowed with every acquirement, the hand- 
somest man of his time, and whose 
faults the partial eyes of the nation saw 
onljf as the effervescence of youth, which 

■time and reflection might correct? The 

' whole kingdom seemed pleased to behold 
the impression which Maria had made oh 
his heart; they hoped that, by attaching 

: himself td One worthy object, the horde 
of rapacious mistresses and evil <;ounsel- 
lors, by which he was continually sur- 
roiindied, might disperse, and the prince 

t>ec(mie more worthy of that high situa- 
tion 1^ was one day destined to fill. 
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Marifi performed the part Plotted Mr 
with a grace and dignity t^iat added ho- 
nbur to the appearance of a priocest. 
She appeared as if formed for nothing 
lower than the character 9h€t had that 
night only assumed. The amoroiu» prinpe 
.made use of every seductive art and per- 
suasion ; and, from the partiality she could 
not prevent feeliiig for him, and from the 
threats and instigations of her unfi^ling 
husband, she became the acknowledged, 
and for a time, the We misstress of Ed- 
ward. But what urged hejp chiefly on *o 
this fatal step was fond maternal love, 
which ever ,held .supreme sway in her 
well cultivate, ; though youthful .mirid ; 
. it was that pervaded all her actions ; tha.t 
.pure flame glowed bright in herheayt^ wA 
almost $tifli^ every other passiiw* She 
fo^ly foresaw ip^the ext(^lted munific^nile 
of th*J3ioble jEdw^rd^ a safe provision fgr 
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iu^ child when «he should be no more; 
qndy resolving to ensure suqfa advantages 
for her, irhich might put k out of the 
powisr of her worthless father to bereave 
ker 0^ she transgnessed ag^nst convic- 
tion, and the love d£ the daughter /trit 
Hmphsd over the yirtuous^principles that 
had hitherto be^ so strictly, cherished 
liy the mother. Unhappily cteceived and 
iU-fiited victim, who buildest thine ex^ 
pectations on the constancy and gratitude 
^man! he, who left the wretched Jane 
Shore, without ensuring her a provision to 
guard her from the eJctreme of penury in 
ter age; who uti^atefully dteserted the 
iKible Warwick to w^fapm he owed hi» 
crown, will equally, vAth cruel negligence,: 
leave theei also, "poor Maria!" but 
Jane Shore left a kind and indulgent hus 
hand, and Warwick was morose and am-f 
bkious. Maria's story v^aS unparalleled ; 

VOL. I. c 
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and oft-times her smiling face^ intheimdst 
of splendour,* covered a depressed iaid 
almost broken heart: the sad, thou^ 
envied, mistress of ari illustrious prince. 
It is proper, however, to introduce her 
to the reader before that period, which 
plunged her into a sea of trouble, in em-i 
barking on whose waves, she was hot al-r 
together inculpable; but which brought 
with it the wreck of all her earthly pro- 
spects of happiness, and which punish^ 
meht, added to the poignant feelings of 
her lacerated heart, we trust, has made 
sufficient atonement for all her errors ; 
errors so ameliorated by the finest yirtiiea 
of the soul, which she so eminently pos- 
sessed, that they scarce deserve the harsh 
name of crimes. Oh! let the eye of 
purity, while it turns the averted glance 
from habitual contamination and abandon- 
ed vice, drop a tear over the frailties^ of 
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^p^ uxifortunate sister, and often to concur* 
nje^ circumstances give that praise, which 
t;liey may perhaps think due alone to 
their superior virtue. 



u.'- 






c 2 
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A VICTIM TO GRATITUDSUy^ 

Had some kind angel opM the liook 
And let me read my fate, my heart hAd^buttK^ v 
Whep it beheld the ills, which one by ovu^ 
I haTe endurM. 



MARIA DENBIGH lost an indul- 
geiit father in her state of early child- 
hood. He fell, while gallantly defendiiig 
the interests of the house of Yorfe aj^ 
left a widow, almost portionless, i^^ith 
lOne daughter; whose bud of blos^pfa 
' promised to expand into the fairest flower 
of spring. So far from priding herself |a 
the superior and increasing cbanos 0i bar 
.daughter, Mrs. Denbigh beheld tb^ 
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with a solicitude, bordering on sorrow. 
She almost wished that some accident, 
while it spared the form and life of 
Maria, might destroy those charms of 
fisKre, which were so uncommonly love- 
ly. The prince, arrived at manhood, 
Imu) already, though in his early youth, 
.evineed that proneness to gallantry, which 
made every virtuous mother tremble for 
a fair and unportioned daughter. His 
parasites saw and encouraged his inclina- 
timis, by every temptation they could 
throw in his way ; knowing that to flatter 
the darling vice of one high in power, 
would ensure them that flavor, which the 
nmn of real integrity can never enjoy. 
His counsels are too bold to applaud 
guilt or cringe to splendor; but the minions 
employed about the pei son of tiie mis- 
guided Edward, gasping for places and 
pensions, infused their baneful poison 
c 3 
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into his breast, and taught him to jacr 
lieve that the ^ugbters of Britain w&n 
but too much .honoured by his licentious 
addresses. 

When Maria had reached th6 age 48^ 
fifteen, all a mother's feelings exp^ienw^ 
ed the most agonizing trial. The sntaJI 
poXy and seemingly of a veiy fatal kind^ 
attacked Maria. It threatened not oaif 
beauty, but life itself; while Mrs. Denbigb'a 
circumstances were in so declinJog a 
state that, from the expence of this severe 
ilhiess, her finances became, at ler^b, 
almost totally exhausted. Scarce could 
she procure the necessaries of life, much . 
less those comforts so requisite now; to 
the existence of her toguishing.daughter^ 
All api^ication to frianJls was in vain* She^ 
waa obliged to suff^'in obscure retire*^ 
meat, as the pretensions of the house of 
Lancaster now prevailed; and it waa 
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^wa tbitf her. iuiaband fell m sup- 
porting tte dates t)f thai of York. 

A yoimgmaii of the name of de Rosen- 
vault had formerly neaided near them* 
A tivmsiu^ ^e delicate attentions bad 
escaped faim^ unheeded by the innocent* 
Mttia^ and accepted of^ as of no daaigeious 
t^ideucyv by the mother; for his pei'son 
w» piain^ his manners no way prepos- 
sessing, and Itts situation in life, like tiieir 
own, indigent* This exterior covered a 
eoM, designing and cowardly heart. 
Cautiou;»< and reserved, it could not be 
perceived on which sidfc he leaned, or 
which party he most favoured; but it 
^ce. occurred, when too* late, to these* 
then, unsuspecting females^ that, when tlio- 
House of Lancaster became successful, : 
the fortones of de Rosenvault increased. - 

Aatoine De Rosenvault was of a no- 
ble Norpaan family ; and. verified the old- 
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Noiman proverb, that every one bom of 
Norniaody, is a lawyer from his cradle^ 
De Rosenyault^id not belie his country; 
His plans were laid in the Btorehouse of 
his mind, loi^; befoie he broaght them t9- 
view. He undertook no action, till be 
had well weighed the profit which niigblf 
«:crue to hinu He was skilled in all the 
learning of tlKMe rude times, and bad 
made physic and surgery a part of his^ 
studies. 

Soon after the illness of Maria, te- 
again became the neighbour of Mrs. 
Denbigh. His style of hving, was much 
^altered. His dress, his domestic estaUish-^ 
ment, evinced a manifest change.. Ease 
and comfort succeeded to rigid parsimony ; 
but he affected to weep over the fortunes ^ 
of the house of York, and imputed the 
change of circumstances to the demise c^ 
a wealthy reation. 
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t .Qm n&rnn^Uf an important crisis in 

14firift»s:^Mrd6r appeareui to be takings 

y^a^f* /Ev^rytracepf beauty fled She lay 

%^^ar.firi^ise-tlike state^ not loyel j/but even^ 

^%pi«k^ dea& itself* De Rosenvault^ 

illCr^iledtCKaeQher; and, as be approach-^ 

«fl ^Qtoiber»i he perceived; that^ though^ 

iMbditorder was pf the most virulent kiiul^ 

j[^>ifiM: juH Hkely to leave wy impcessionr 

wycb mi^t destroy her beauty, should 

ahe rcciQver, He ordered her a nurse. He 

$smti0 Vms fer a physician of tiie hi^est 

^miBlpiwSf w\iOi had fdrmerly attended^ 

QlNW9 Mai^uret^: H^ vratched over- 

'h/^i^ti^.: He spared no expemce till he^ 

iMIli heir w a perfect utate of convale^ 

2$eMGl^< .The mother adored him as tiie 

WBi^jtmt.oS her diild ; nt^d Maria looked; 

il{^;fa hted with the grateful affection of a 

^i^ef« Pe Roseuvault now declared 

himself the lover; and Mrs^^ Denb^h^ 
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who looked on him with a inothi¥l# 
regard, rejoiced in the prospect of eh^^ 
suring a protector for her dau^ter, who,- 
since her recovery, was more attsBt^vto"^ 
and lovely than before. Hot fa^artgll^^^ 
ed with gratitude. She Mt that nemb^bf 
his kindness towards her, i that sbe^aliftofit- 
imagined she loved him ; and before^she^ 
was seventeen, she became the wife *o§^' 
De Rosenvault -^' 

The first year of their marriage i^ aWT" 
herself the mother of a daughter, whoim* 
birth she bedewed with tears^ and who wff^* 
to her a perpetual source of teuifer. 
anxiety; for before hk daugbtert it^ss 
born, the conduct of De Rosenvanlt imm'-^ 
much altered. Gloom jund diseootenH ' 
pervaded his features. Dark oonce^dtd^^ 
schemes seemed fluctuating in his mind;):^ 
He would stand gazing on -Maria, not i^itfap'> 
fondness^, bat with scrutkiizkig precisicni;^^ 
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^t^ scHnetimes the sentence of ^^ yes, k 
jgfjkl do weU — '' would escape him; then 
be would suddenly start at las imprudence, 
affect to laugh) and to wonder himself at 
wfagl: he meant! 

; The house of Lancaster now began 
t^oM^* A fortunate battle for the 
YcteksBtsM was fought at Northampton, 
ff bei^ Lord Grey de Ruthin, who com- 
manded Henry's van, deserted to the 
ewmy. . Henry was taken prisoner ; and 
t^ bpuse of York triumphed in vic^ 



De Rosenyault then became a bank- 
j-apt in fortune; and now resolved to 
haikd :oBe on the beauty of his wife, 
Osieievening, after repeated proofs of un^ 
fpoamky insult and ill humour, he said to 
h^y ^*What do you imagine, Maria, 
fHSrtdd 1^ my motive for marrying a girl 
Ukz yovirself, without either a crown or 
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ja ^tUmg for your portion?'* ^^ :Itfao»|^ 
your union with me proceeded from ^sin- 
pore affection/' replied she, forcing a 
0mile— . . ^^ You . believe it/' «*id hu, 
with a ghastly laugh ; ^' you arte mus^ 
taken, then; know that I am a ruined 
man! and that it is ta you I iook np 
for support,** *^ To me ? oh J cheariiilfy 
De Hosenyault^ xviil I do any thkig to 
save yoa and this, our beloved ^crliild froift 
ruin ; it is a dieadful word, it carrieii ^fdk 
4t a terrific meaning ; surely you are «* 
serious." *^ I am,** said he, with a. 
gloomy frown; ^^ repair to your cham^ 
ber, lock the door within, and there yoft 
Will find an explanation to all I have 
said/* 

The obedient and unsuspecting Mari^ 
hastened to her apartment, having re* 
ceived a repetition of the order from 
her wretQlied husband; and scarce had 



d by Google 



THE COUKT OP ENGLAKD. US 



A Victim to Gratitude. 



«hQ listened the door, when from a closet 
rashed forth a nobleman of most licentious 
jdiaracter, one of the partizans of th^ 
house of York, and who was possessed 
€£ acarce one good principle, except his 
UQshaJ^n loyalty to that cause. , Famed 
>fi>r being the seducer of mnumerable un«- 
faappj females, shunned and feared by 
the virtuoufi, and from whose ardent 
gaae Maria had oftai turned, when ac<> 
eompanied by her husband, she had met 
imn in the different walks of the city 
«nd its suburbs. Fainting with terror, 
«he sunk on a chair, and had scarce 
jcourage or strength left to ask him for 
what purpose he came there I " I came,'' 
said he, with an insulting* smile, '^ by the 
appointment of your impoverished hus- 
4)an4! and I am also well assured, by 
your own consent :. imy, it is confirmed 
by your so carefully locking the door* 
YQL. r. j> 
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JFive hundred crowps, adored Maiia, J[^ 
<am to pay for the possession of youc 
matchless pe^rson : tremble not thus, nor 
jsixixn XQ^ wkh that repelling look; is 
it too issaaU a gratuity ? say, loveliest ^ 
9vomen, what I shall oi&r ? " ^' Oh, ii^y 
lord/' said the wretched and almost fw^ 
tic. Maria, ^' let me, on my Imees^ JGk 
treat your immediate departure : quiti J 
implore you, oh quit the pursuit of a 
(devoted wretch like me; a»d while tbi^ 
^eart x^ontin^es to beat, it will feel lof" 
your genenoiw &>rbeara»ce, the warmest 
gratitude. That I must i^ver despise the 
l^asest of m$n, whoin I have the mg&>rtwt^ 
to call my busbasid, is beyond a douht^ 
jbut I owe too miuch to myself and fe» 
Ihe education I have received to sell my 
|)jBrson to another. Oh, my lord ! pr^ife 
yourself worthy of your noble r^u^;; 
let this heroic effort make sweet m^ 
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800^ record^ as she looks back on thi» 
fcfear, your conquest over yourself, and 
5^r clemency and justice to an injured 
wonoan/' , Unused to such pleadkg; 
i^odk^d at ^ pallid hue and deep de«^ 
i^kir ^ich ov^spread her countenance ;: 
the iMd^ honour of h» ancestors shot 
n&oes> hks soul. He raised the trembling 
Mi^ placed her m her chair, and^ 
%ei[iding one knee to the ground, Tvitli 
inre Wid v^oeration, as he would have 
4iddl^8ed an angd, he said, ^^ Be all 
you wi$h \ Femain in your spotless purily, 
Vt^fieetliQage of uQsullied honour.^ and oh ( 
ig#f^4ie who blights it never know the 
JSii^kig of a virtuous attachment ! " He 
tte»^lteistily unlocked the door, as if fear<- 
ftf of trusdfig himself, and proceeded top 
Ite guilty husband. "By heaven^ De 
ftdfi^nvauk," said he, " thy wife is am 
tegelV " Ay, is she not?"^ repMed this* 
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noionaftef of depravity. " Yes, an migBk 
6i purity, unfit for a demon like thee*^I 
find her imraactilitte, unaflfectedly chadle.'^ 
•' Oh, niy lord, yon know not the ast-o^ 
woman," said De Rosenvautt, tretnbiitf^ 
least he i^hould lo>se the promised <re<ii^d 
of infamy, " you should employ p^ri^^ 
Terance." " Hold, De Rosem^ault^ sayj 
QO more ; your vnSe said but liule,^ bii^ 
her looks,— the agonizing terror liiat p^v^ 
Taded her angelic form, will ever be preM» 
sent to my imaginatioil As to wofiam, ^ h 
know them but too well; but my kcquaint^^ 
dnce with them, I am sorry t& say, 4i^d- 
been chiefly amimgst the frail and 'Ul[^iiti<^ 
ous. Here, instead of five huiidr^^' 
crowns, take a thousand, to preserver 
thy wife's conjugal fidelity, and sin no^ 
more against that emblem of virtal^«> 
Farewell — we have no more camtneite<^^ 
with each other ; whenever ' 'we mee^' 
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again, the first time thou shalt dare to 
address me, I will publii^ to the wopld 
what thou art — the pander to thy wifeV 
^hcmour^ and the iaveterate foe of the 
house o£ York F"^ 

De RoseiMfault shuddered. He knew 
not that bis party principles were sa 
iU concealed. He endeavoured to reca) 
the indignaat loird, but he was gone out 
of hearing, aad^ he durst not think of ad- 
dressing him againt The thousand crown» 
cDmfiuted his sordid mind, and lie hasten* 
ed to his- wife's^ apartment. After a severe ' 
stri^le with contending feelings, she 
had just found relief in a copious flood 
of t^ars. Seizing her hand, which shrunk 
fram* his touch, while he exultingly held 
Jap the ponderous bag of money, he 
cried out, " Well, you are a good girl^ 
and have played your part to admira*^ 
tmiT ^' But oh, De RosenvauV said 

D a 



Digitized by Google 



30 PRIVATE HISTORY OF 



A Viotiin to Gratitude. 



sb€, "how vile is the part tbat you > 
hiave acted ! is it come to^ this ? i* it pos- 
sible that a being, endowed with reason, 
— ^a man! — to whom we are taught to 
look up, as to a superior creature, caa 
possess depravity that would disgrace a 
reptile? De Rosenvault, I intareat of 
ybu to give me niy daughter, and let 
U3 separate ; I : can never look again • 
with patiende on the man who scruples 
not to obtain gifts at the expence of ^ 
liis wife's honour and reputation/* 
*^ Chaste as Lucretia ! heroic m 
Portia !" said the insulting De Rosen- 
vault. " A lucky thought had struck 
me, to ensure us a fortune through the 
means of yoiir immaculate virtue, instead 
of enjoying wealth at the expence of it. 
But you are determined to' make me 
angry with ycfti; and now, madam, I will 
let you know that you are my pn'opertyj 
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and that the laws of the land allaw me to 
do what I please with my goods and 
cht^ttles, of which my wife makes a partj 
and iif I chuse to S£jll you I can, and 
will" 

The depressed Maria shook with ter* 
tor. She well knew the partial laws of 
her countiy in respect to her too often op« 
pi^est and enslaved sex; and, turning t^ 
De Rosenvault she said, ^^ I have det 
clared to you, that nothing should I deem 
too arduous, no situation in life too mean^ 
in endeavouring to procure the means of 
Subsistence for us, provided it is not in^ 
consistent for honour to perform, or vutue^ 
to approve. You once had my tenderest 
anxiety. You shared it equ^ly with ous , 
adored offspring. That link is now fbc efver 
broken ; and the expanded wings of ma**! 
ternal love now wish to close themselvet 
over, and shelter the fate of, my unh^pp^ 
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child. For her I will do much. For hcF 
these hands will toil, though unused to 
labour; and evem for you, — because you 
asre H£it EAXHEitl'r— cQcdial a&tctioQ 1 
feel for you ao longer." 

" Mtu'ia,, hear me," said De Roseop- 
Tault, withiwell feigned softness; " y.oos 
virtue has gained me a friend. Lcmi 
BoDville, who is departed, never agaia 
to enter these dpors, has left me the &\xm^ 
of a thousand crowns to relieve our wants^ 
and preserve your chastityw Pardon thia 
once, I beseech you, a man^ who on 
the teink of ruin, knew not which way 
to saveladmself and his beloved familji 
from famine. Tempted by Lord BonviUe a 
Uberal offers^' I forgot myse^ my hcmour^ 
and all that was dear to me; and ohl"^ 
had you known the agonies I endurod. 
when you quitted me this evening to as*^ 
9P(1 your chamber, much as you m^' 
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ym bate me, you would, indeed, sincetie* 
ly [^ me/' Maria, in the compositioft^ 
of' whose tempter sweetness bore the pr»- 
^ottonanoe, extended her hai^l to her 
guilty husband. Encourkged by her con^ 
^(^eeasiaiii, he pressed it to his^ lips, and^ 
hMg^g, said, ^^ I have an excellent 
icbeine, dear girl, in my head, by which 
ina^sbort titne we niay acquire immense 
^edth, and this adventurous night haa 
SmialtieA me with the idea. Your person 
IS' ))eculiarly captivating: out of this 
thousand crowns five hundred shall be 
employed in its decoration, which I would 
wtfids to be of the most alluring kind, a^d 
which m&y display your fine shape to the 
utmo^ advantage." Maria trembled, and 
wasabbut to interrupt him, — " Nay, heaar 
mt out," said he, " I mean you, wbea 
tbtts decorated, to attend all the shews 
igvi public places of resort near the courty 
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where all our young and wealttiy noUcift 
^pear iu swarms : some &w;\ ay mm^^ 
no doubjl;, you will atti^ct : I will . tate^ 
car^ to provide you with?- Ipvei^. awl 
admirers, wi& bA i]ltraduction'toyJ9Uil^b^ 
nieaas of a fiiend that I cm. Jmj^nh^.T 
V To what new insults^' am. I to l?ei^efitH 
posed?" interrupted Maria. "Hearime,'^ 
said De Rosenvault,. '^ my friend stoittr 
in&rm me of their being at my bmm;; :\ 
will instantly make my appearance, JaxiA 
threaten them • with exposure to the 
Dutchess of York and the Princes imt 
tbeir insolence and outrag^; to ^aMM^^ 
which, they will he ^ad to cOEae dovoci* 
with a good: sum» o£ money^ whidby wheik 
I fiad worth^ ha^ng; I will suiSer isfiiekE 
to he preyailed 6» to accept,'' " Otei 
vile^ dishonouraUe^proceeding ! unh^afid 
of treacbeiy 1" said M^-ia, " never, nevoQ 
will I cQnscaotto such meaooeaa— aad wb]p 
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^lould I frequent each public walk and 
ptnee of fashioiiable resort^ decorated add 
adorned, y^ea our indigence must soon 
'bMome known ? Attired with splendor at 
^micfa gay scenes, in the^se licentious ttmes^ 
J shifH appear to^otirt dishonour,** "^Your 
Esther/' s^id De Rosenvault, with a sneer^ 
.'^^ fell in defence of the house of York; 
iihe^ HOW prevail, for how long Heavm 
Jbiows ! dress yourself with tasteful sim«> 
piicity, and present yourself bdbre £d- 
u^ard's mother with a petition, informing 
iier of'Our indigence, and request asup- 
fM^rt'fof youcsejif ajEtd .child. Hame joot 
4»ie nor my faimly, but call yourself the 
slaughter of Denbigh, who died in defence 
«af her family. The duchess is not curious ; 
and you may gain something for a futuce 
4iay, while this we h ive will support pre- 
jfent exigencies." " It was fjver the. wish 
i«f mj belov^ mojther/VsiudJULa^ ^^th«t 
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I ;8hbuld carefully absent myself from 
court; she forewarned me of its dangers, 
a^d made me promise, as I expected her 
benediction, never to niake one in tlie train 
of royalty. A prophetic feeling, she would 
soften say, seemed to prognosticate my 
rained happiness, if ever I joined tliat 
festive and splendid circle, where vice, 
crowned with roses, and loaded with 
•wealth, laughs at, and spiims from her 
presence, the humble garb of modest 
worth and virtue/* . 

" I have heard your fine speech with 
patience," said De Rosenvault, " and 
now I tell you, that as it was your be- 
Joved mother's wish you should not go 
to court, it is your hated husbands or Aev^ 
that you do go, and present yourself be- 
fore the mother of Edward as I requested ; 
pi^ otherwise attend to my fevourite scheme 
which I mentioned before; for one or 



d by Google 



THE CORUT OF ENGLAND. Sf 



A Victim to Gratitude. 



<^er you positively shall do." Fully 
determined against thdt, Maria chose to 
present the petition aas the lesser evil, but 
«aid tvith firmness, " Under no equivocal 
titie will I go, De Rosenvault ; as yout 
wife, and under no other name, wHt I 
present myself." De Rosenvkult pausbd 
awhile-—.-" I must tell ydu one thing,'' 
said he, " as you are so tenacious of be- 
ing unequivocal, our name, for one or 
two generations, has been altered in the 
spelling ; the right name is Rosenwbld ; 
Aerefore, if you are asked any questions, 
say we are of an ancient German family, 
which is really the case — and — and — > 
continued he^ stammering,—" we settled 
feome years back in Normandy, and, froni 
some French nonsense or other, the name 
was changed to De Rosenvault — but pray 
say nothing about Normandy — and leave 
out the De— for it evinces our nobility, 

TOL. I. E 
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it only makes us ridiculed ; besides, if you 
say your name is De Rosenvault, you 
may be asked why we are not in posses* 
sion of the estates which gave us the title — - 
they have been lost to me for many years 
—but it may appear to the jealous Yorkists 
as if they had been confiscated, because 
we adhered to the Lancastrians." 

Though ]Vf aria had never harboured a 
suspicion that her husband was devoted to 
the rebel party, yet she plainly saw there 
>vas some mystery attached to his fate 
in life; what it was, was now of little 
avail to her. Why, thought she, should 
I commit a man, for so trifling a matter ? 
the spelling of the name is immaterial to 
me; would to heaven, only, that I had 
never borne it ! , 

In a few days after she presented her 
petition under tiie name of Mrs. jNfaria 
llosenwolcl; the daughter of the gallant 
Denbigh, 
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CHAP. IV. 

T£FE DANGERS OF A COURT. 

Amidst the roses, fierce repentance rears 
Her snaky crest. 

THOMSON. 

AS the royal mother of Edward was 
]Hissing to her apartment from her morn- 
ing's walk, a beautiful vision presented 
itself to her of a lovely young womp^n, 
kneeling, and presenting her a petition. 
The duchess graciously raised her up, 
and, taking her into a magnificent saloon, 
requested her to speak her wishes without 
restraint, as she should esteem herself 
truly happy, if the ability she possessed, 
afforded her the pleasure of being service- 
able to her. 

E % 
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Affluent ease, contrasted with distress, 
aids the cause of pleasure, and makes 
her appear more dangerously alluring. 
Maria, accustomed for many months to 
the coarse and unfeeling language of a 
churlish husband, felt her hqart glow with 
satisfaction at the tender expressions and 
benevolent kindness of the mother of Ed- 
ward. A luxurious and magnificent 
apartment,, which seemed- furnished ^ith 
ail the riches of different nations, where 
the most balsamic odours from exotic 
shrubs and flowers diffused their chaj:ms . 
dn the enraptured sense, while strains of 
soft music were heard floating on the air, 
fi-om an open gallery erected in the gar- 
den; all these delights conspired to re- 
mind Maria of the very opposite appear-: 
ance of her own ruinous home— a shatter- 
ed fortune; an house, indebted only to. 
her own taste, to make it appear in any 
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degree comfortable, plain and scantily 
furnished. The duchess before her, 
adorned with all that art, fashion, and 
splendor could combine; Maria's ele- 
gant exterior all her own, and borrowing 
no charms from her apparel, but those 
which native taste and economy always 
enabled her to modernize. 

The mother of Edward was far from 
handsome ; but her manners were a sweet 
composition of majesty, gracq, and affa- 
bility. Possessed of a penetration the 
most acute, she could instantly discover 
the gentlewoman, in whatever circum- 
stances she might have occasion to ad- 
dress her, or implore^ her assistance; 
and every gentlewoman she treated as 
her equal. 

She now ordered refreshments to be 
brought in fpr a guest who had so deeply 
interested her. Maria seemed lost in a 
E 3 
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cjelirium of intoxicating, though mo- 
mentary, happiness. The blooming young 
ladies and beautiful little pages that 
attended them at a slight banquet, made 
ber almost fancy herself among the loves 
and graces. After they had retired^ 
the duchess attended to tlie subject 
of Maria s petition, 

" How many brave and gallant men,'* 
said she, on reading the name of Den- 
bigh, " have been sacrificed in this fatal 
contest between the two families 1" — a 
tear of benevolent pity fell from her eye. 
Why should royalty be ashamed to weep ? 
7— is it that they wish to appear above 
mortality? — what principle is there that 
ennobles the heart more than tenderness 
for another? He, who formed the heart, 
and planted in it its most exalted affec- 
tions, was not ashamed to drop a tear over 
^he grave of his friend ! 
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The Duchess of York hastily brushed 
mway the trickling drop with her hand : 
Maria perceived it, and, respectfirlly kiss- 
ing it, she said, " Oh ! sacred pearl of 
regret, that falls from the eye of majesty 
to the memory of a loyal soldier ! more 
precious than all the gems that now en«- 
circle the brows of the successful heirs 
of the l\ouse of York ! " 

The duchess embraced her, and said, 
" I find, by this petition, that your hus- 
band wishes himself, to retire to Nor- 
mandy, while I should make some pro- 
vision for the daughter and grand-daugh- 
ter of Denbigh. That I will most un- 
doubtedly do' — but a young woman, who 
lias any attractions, is ever liable to 
solicitations from that sex, who, formed 
to be her protector, is too often her be- 
trayer, A woman is never so safe as 
when under the shelter of her husband's 
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roof; except that husband is particularly 

faulty." Here Maria appeared much 

agitated : the duchess did not perceive 

it, or affected not to perceive it, and she 

continued. 

" Humanity was never exempt from 

faults; angels, some say, have theirs; 

but whatever disagreements may occur in 

the marriage state, separation, unless 

from very peculiar existing circumstances, 

ought never to take place ; it leads a man 

into continual scenes of dissipation, and 

often stigmatizes the woman, whose virtue 

' is perhaps purer thgn snow." 

" But do not you think, madam," said 

Maria, "that there are circumstances 

which rcfnder it impossible for a womaa 

of sentiment to continue to live united to 

an husband, where his cruelty has been 

phe effect of system ? not from the effer^ 

yescent starts of passion which often break 
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put from the most generous mind." " Un- 
doubtedly," replied the duchess, "there 
may be such cases ; I am not competent- 
ly skilled to speak on these subjects ; for 
the union I formed was with the best of 
men ; and consequently truly happy." — 
She pau^e^ a while ; and then regarding 
Maria with tender complacency, she said, 
*^ I do not like the thoughts of your 
quitting this country to accompany your 
husband; I jfeel a^i interest for you tibat 
majces nie wish you near me." 

^' .It is neither my intention, nor his 
>vish, madam," returned Maria. " We 
piust endeavour, then^ to provide for your 
JiusVand at home^" said the duchess; 
^^ change, your dwelling, and come an4 
live within the ^ verge of the court. And 
I must tell you, my dear diildj without 
wishing to flatter you, that your person 
is of that captivating kind, that I should 
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not wish the giddy young nobles about the 
court, should think you an unprotected 
woman." Maria gave a deep sigh to past 
events, that had so recently convinced 
her how little she was protected by her 
husband. 

What is it in the compound of great- 
ness, which, though oftentimes it ap- 
pears composed of most costly ingredients, 
is yet found to be so very superficial? 
Pleased with the toy of the moment, re- 
gardless of promises, thoughtless of others, 
they, for a short period only, feel all that 
they profess. The dazzling scenes of 
splendour, the ever full cup of luxury, 
obliviates the memory, and novelty, in 
whatever form, is acceptably. Thus, 
though the Duchess of York appeared 
fond of Maria, the honour of being al- 
ways in her train, seemed the chief good 
she was likely to possess from her favour j 
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for her pension was. very trifling, and even 
that, perhaps, she would not so long have 
retained, had not the duchess found her tasto 
and talents so useful to her, which, now cal- 
led into action, displayed themselves with 
ijnrivalled eminence. She touched the lute 
with uncommon skill, and her voice was 
melody itself. She was the writer of many 
of those sweet, plaintive English ballads, 
which have been yet preserved from the 
wreck of time. She composed the music 
of some elegant little sonnets, which were 
sung, at the pageant and masques, that 
were almost nightly performed; in all 
which amusements, Maria generally ap- 
peared in a conspicuous character, aiul 
was thus drawn into qontinual publicity. 

Gaiety must ever have charjns to a 
youag mind ; • and Maria soon recovered 
that charming animation and vivacity, sq 
natural to the period of juvenility. Often, 
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the gayest of* the gay, her volatile heart 
bounded with a delight, that diffused it* 
self to all around her. 

The Duchess of York lived but in her 
beloved Edward ; this, her favourite son, 
appeared to her almost free from faults. 
The harshei3t name she could give them 
was, youthful indiscretions. Thus, the gay, 
the beautiful, composed the female part 
of her court, to please her darling Ed- 
ward; who roved from fair to fair, his 
susceptible heart, or rather fickle mind, 
attaching himself to one, while giddy in- 
constancy deserted her for another; He 
would chat a while witli Maria, but 
he revered her virtue, in spite of him- 
self; and besides, he ever loved an easy 
conquest. The tender nature, however, 
of this unfortunate woman, was not proof 
against his blandishments : the subtle* 
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poison of love penetrated her heart ; 
unheeded) and by slow degrees. 

It was customary in those unpolished 
times, in almost every entertainment, to 
introduce a fool or clown ; they were an 
appendage in the families of the chief 
nobility, and Edward and the rest of 
the princes, each had his peculiar jester. 
While Maria was performing the part of 
the Danish Princess, one of these clowns 
rushed in, his face and hands besmeared 
with blood, and shrieked out, " Oh } 
our beloved prince! alas, alas! our 
prince was, but a minute ago, as one 
may say, in perfect health, and now, oh 
now, our prince is no more ! " 

Maria instantly fainted; and, on her 
recovery, found herself supported by her 
prince, with the most tender solicitude. 
** Heavenly powers, he lives ! " uttered 
she, with unconscious extasy. " Ah ! 

VOL. I. F 



d by Google 



50 PRIVATE HISTORY OF 



The Dangers of a Court. 



yes, for you he lives," whispered th^ 
enraptured Edward, Thus, Marias se- 
cret betrayed, the ait of self-gratifying 
man was soon put ia practice to ^lure 
her to her unhappy fate. 

The clown alluded to the cruel and un- 
fortunate death, which was planned for 
that unhappy young man, who had borni^ 
the title of Prince of Wales, and cam^ 
with such heroic bravery to claim, what 
he called, his fathers rights and his own; 
and such was the barbarity of tlie times, 
that the cruel mt, as it was cialled, was 
highly applauded, and the princes and 
nobles each gave a mark *a-piecjB to the 
ridiculous and unfeeling jester, 

Motley as the coat of the fool, are tlie 
events of this world ; where tlie gay and 
the serious prevail by turns. Man thought- 
lessly laughs, but has more often cause to 
ijiourn. A gallant youth dooiricd to \m 
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dq)rived of his throne and life, gives birth 
to the laughter of folly. The unconscious 
fool is the means of discovering a secret, 
which undermines the virtuous soul, and 
imbitters each succeeding day of its so- 
journment in its earthly prison. So pass 
life's checquered scenes of good and 
evil. 

After the fatal intoxication of temporary 
happiness, Maria De Rosenvault save but 
too plainly the inconsiderate and frivolous 
character she had to depend upon, A 
superb houshold had been established for 
her, and, to flatter the pride of her royal 
protector, she was commanded to attire 
herself not. only with elegance, but 
grandeur; to support which ^xpence, 
irfae was informed a settlement of uncom* 
inon munificence should be made her, and 
be insured to her daughter. This made 
her contentedly support that splendid in- 
F 2 
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famy which was become her lot. To tiie 
poor, she became the constant patroness, 
while her house and table were ever at 
the service of ment in either sex. The 
generous part of mankind saw her con- 
duct with the eye of charity ; and, while 
they deplored the fall of one, so formed 
for virtue, they eagerly sought her ac* 
quainjtance as the charming solace of every 
leisure hour* 

The mother of Edward, though she 
pitied her, could no longer afford bar 
countenance or protection. And many 
of her own sex would shun her, not from 
principle, for the manners of the age, from 
the example of the prince, were too re- 
laxed, to make chastity, by any means, 
the reigning virtue; but envy, while it 
sought to depreciate, was often obliged to 
acknowledge, how great her merit, and 
how extraordinary the circumstances 
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which led her into the path of vice; 
a path many of them had private- 
ly explored, apd wandered in much 
farther than Maria. These soi disant 
virtuous ladies quitted her society entire- 
ly, from which much improvement; in 
rectitude might have been gained ; but 
they attributed their neglect of her, as 
necessary to the preservation qf their own 
unsullied reputation. 

Maria still loved her seducer. He was 
at that time, though very faulty, extreme- 
ly amiable ; perfectly skilled in the learn- 
ing of the times ; elegant in his manners, 
and his beauty in its prime. 
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CHAP. V. . 

MISTAKEN CONFJDEyCE. 

* Tu meprises ton bienfisiiteur ; prens garde au serpent 
4|ui te pique. 

AVON. 

THE unfortunate Margaret of Anjou, 
after her defeat at Northampton^ had fled 
to Durham and escaped into Scotland ; 
where her great affability, insinuation^^ and 
address, gained her many friends — and 
her promises and caresses affected all 
who approached her. Compassion to 
majesty in distress allured many to her 
standard, and, in a short time, she 
collected an army of twenty thousand 
strong. 

♦ Tlion despisest thy benefiictor 5 beware of the serpent 
tbaft may stiifg thee. 
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This was little expected by the Yorkists, 
and the nation still continued its round of 
expensive pleasures, though engaged in a^ 
war with France, and scarce secure from 
dissensions at home; while Edward was 
giving way to tjie vilifying vice of intoxi- 
cation, and sinking himself to contempt 
and ridicule, with Lovelace, his dar- 
ling associate ; a man of noble family, 
eminent abilities, but of the loosest morals, 
and most famed for the quantity of wine 
he could drink at a banquet. He it was, 
>\'ho drew the Duke of Clarence into the 
Atal snare, which he might be literally 
said to plunge in, to the day of his death ; 
ioT he would so intoxicate this prince with 
malmsey madeira, that he knew not, in 
those moments of madness, what he said 
or did ; and, in one of those periods of 
subverted reason, he signed his own 
death-warrant, by consenting to head a 
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rebellion against his brother, though he 
Joved him with the truest fraternal affeo- 
tion, and had no recoUecticHi the next day 
of the drieadfiil transaction. 

LovELACf:, however, who was a dis- 
grace, in some respects, to his noble 
family, stimulated Edward to drink to 
excess, and led him into every haunt of 
vice ; and he might, with truth, be said, 
by his ill example and precepts, at the 
time the princes were in their nonage, to 
have corrupted the morals of them all, 
and to have sown those seeds of vice in 
their minds, which promised no fruit of 
perfection in maturity. Indeed it seemed 
to be as much tlie delight of this 
thoughtless and inconsiderate man, to 
train the princes to every species of 
licentiousness, as a virtuous Spartan 
would feel in seeing his offspring be- 
poine every thing great and gopd. 
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The cause of the house of York now 
felt a severe sliock in the battle of Wake- 
fidd, whei^ near three thousand of them 
were slain; but the Lancastrians again 
met wilii a defeat near Mortimer's Cross, 
which Margaret compensated by a victory 
aver Warwick, in a bp,ttle at St. Albans, 
in which Lord Bonville perished. This 
victory was no great advantage to Queen 
Margaret; fof Warwick soon was in a 
condition to come against her with supe- 
riw force, and gained a complete con- 
quest ovepr this unhappy princess and her 
lidle army. 

As the English were now at war with 
France, Louis, the eleventh of thiat name, 
who was of an intriguing and politic genius, 
took advantage of our dissensions at home, 
and gained over, by bribery and other 
stratagems, many of the Lancastrians to 
bis party. Margaret was profuse in her 
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promises tx> bim, who fomented our vexa« 
tioDS al; homi^, md promised to ^ve up 
Calais to bioi, if he would seat her cm 
the throne of England But he had laid 
his schemes to obtain it for himself, and 
unite it to that of France ; and was en* 
gaged in laying a plan to effect an inmur 
sion of England. Louis, however, was 
in great dread of the undaunted valour of 
Lord Fauconberg; a hero, -whose name 
was a terror to the French, both by sea 
and land ; brave as a Hon, indefat^able 
in tlie cause he served, he performed 
those atchievements which would seem 
fabulous, if told as the prowess of ajocieut 
knights; yet this undaunted warrior was 
possessed of every amiable, every christaai^ 
virtue in private life. While he and the 
.Earl of Pepibrpke lived, Louis knew his 
Resigned invasion could never be put in 
force. Scarce could the most partial eye 
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of friendship find which to admire most 
in fiiese brave defenders of Britain, and 
of the house of York; their deeds, unpa- 
mllelled in the annals of history, ancient 
or modem, their name was a terror to 
every foreign power, and was hailed with 
rapture by every Englishman, 

The English were happy in their admi- 
nistration. Lord Cobham, a great and 
intrepid statesman, has been aptly com- 
pared to a POLAR STAR, to guidc the 
English to wealth and happiness; but 
Edward never appeared sufficiently grate- 
fol to him, or attached to his cause, to 
whom he owed his throne and life; for 
rebellion was awed by him, faction shrunk 
from his presence, and no crowned head 
remained in Europe that did not owe its 
dignity to. the abilities^ and perseverance 
of Cobham. 

A law had passed in Edward's minority 



Digitized by Google 



60 PRIVATE HISTORY OF 

' » ■ ■ - 

Mistaken Coniideuce. 

r^rr"^'"""*'^^' ' ' • • ' ' "■ ■■ 't 

for the due election of meinberd of parlia- 
ment in counties. By these means the 
feudal system fell, and every freeholder 
was admitted to give his vote. This 
brought many of the Lancastrian party 
into the house, and discovered those rebel 
sentiments in some that had not before 
dared to avow them. Lovelace set 
himself in opposition to the virtuous Cob- 
ham, who supported, with Ciceronean 
eloquence, the cause of his king and coun- 
try : and so infatuated was Edward with 
his false friend, that he headed, in a man- 
ner, an opposition against himself These 
t^vo parties occasioned great disorders, 
and elections were become a matter of 
real importance in England. The parlia- 
ment began to assume great authcnrity, 
for they had it in their power to enforce 
the obedience of the laws. Lovelace 
clamoured for an union between the 
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hottsea of :Ydrk and Lancaster, an impar- 
tial division df property, forming a kind of 
FcpubliCj VHiich might make thera both 
obliged to the pieople alone for their pos-» 
sesskms. This gained him popularity 
amoag^t the lower class of people, who 
are. ever averse to the nobility, and he ob-' 
tained tiie dignified appellation of the 

MAN OF THE I^EOPLE's CHOICE. Yet, 

while he was defending the cause of re- 
bellion in the House of Commons one 
evcaiing, he would the next repair to the 
prince, whom he affected to idolize, live 
at his tp,ble, and lead him at night to 
scenes of midnight festivity, to tennis 
eourts on the following morning, and 
amongst the fair and frail city dames in 
the evening, who welcomed the inebriate 
prince with rapture; and though he knew 
not the next day where he had been, they 
were proud to boast, among their neigh- 

VOL. I. G 
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bours, that he had passed five minutes 
the preceding night in their houses. 

Poor Maria, i^hose mental qualifica* 
tions even rose superior to her youth or 
sex, had matured and improved them by 
sad experience ; and, in many leisure hours 
of melancholy seclusion, she stored her 
mind with wisdom's richest treasures. She 
beheld, with the keenest solicitude^ the 
prince smking beneath the character of a 
man, and she ventured to expostulate by 
letter to him on his faulty conduct, and 
the ill choice of his friends. She received 
a check for her presumption, as it was 
termed, and she determined to address 
him no more. Admonition was lost on 
him, though from those who bore him the 
tenderest regard. But self, more than self, 
her beloved daughter, gave her the most 
poignant anguish; her allowance was ill 
paid ; her creditors were clamorous and 
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importunate; while daily, and hourly, such 
reports of Edward's conduct assailed her 
ears qs made her form a resolution to 
quit him for ever; and endeavour, by the 
exercise of those talents she possessed, to 
procure a scanty but virtuous subsistence 
for herself and child. Her unfeeling hus- 
band now no more importuned her, with 
either his presence or his menaces. Her 
ready money was exhausted, many valu- 
jBible jewels gone,, which he had extorted 
from her, and with which he departed for 
Normandy, insisting on a final separation 
between them ; and leaving htr and her 
daughter to struggle with a world, callous 
and cruel as himself. Such has some- 
times been the lot of the strictly chaste 
and irreproachable female, and there self 
applause may repay, in the midst of the 
bitterest sufferings, many an hour lent to 
^Aguish; but when alluring vice draws 
g2 
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the Strings of the heart that is formed to 
be the seat of virtue, when no resource 
remains within to soothe the reproacher, 
consde^e — happiness fties affrighted, ^{id 
melancholy, resignation, and repentance, 
4Dnly stretch £3rth tlieir hands to support 
ihe forlorn transgressor. 
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CHAP, VI. 

4 CRAFTY WIDOW. 

Marry with a king ! * 
A batcbdor! « liandsome stripling, too! 

8HAKBSPEARE. 

AS anecdote i3 the principal subject of 
fiiis work, it is to be hpped that a trifling 
anachronism, to accompli3h that design, 
will be forgiven ; and if, in the course of 
this history, we may be sdmetimes obliged 
to refer back to some peculiar circum- 
stances, which happened in this eventful 
reign, criticism will not, we trust, assajl 
us with severity. We are not writing a 
chronological history of England; and 
though the mention of wars and politics 
g3 
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must, of course, be slightly touched upon, 
yet the domestic scenes of tlie court and 
nation form the chief plan of these 
volumes. 

The Earl of Warwick, who was Ed- 
ward's real friend, now seeing the house 
of York likely to reign in safety, was de- 
sirous . to negociate an. alliance, which 
might strengthen his kingdom, and pre- 
serve his throne, by the assistance of a 
foreign power. For this purpose he 
fixed his views on Bona of Savoy, a prin- 
cess then in the bloom of early youth, 
lovely in her person, matchless in virtue, 
and possessed of every elegant acquire- 
ment. Edward evinced no aversion to 
this match, but shewed rather a more 
than ready acquiescence to it. What 
could be his motive for this duplicity, pos^ 
terity has yet to learn. A beautifid 
widow, though some years older than 
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himself, had enchained the affections of 
Edward so closely, that it puzzled the 
understanding of both courtier and ple- 
beian to account for it; for while he 
roved from fair to fair, and formed some 
^connections which appeared to promise 
permanency, he was yet the willing and 
•constant captive of Lady Elizabeth Gre^, 
and had even promised her marriage, 
w^henever he should enjoy the throne of 
England in perfect security. 

Lady Elizabeth was a woman of con- 
summate art and prudence. Her counte- 
nance was of the most bewitching 
beauty, and of that kind which seems to 
bid defiance to age; as her evi bon point 
added lustre to the most delicate and 
transparent complexion. Her natural 
disposition was cool and serious, and the 
<:hief n\otive, it is said, for her insinuating 
herself into the good graces of her prince 
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was from her firm adherence to the church 
of Rome; which had received a shock in 
the reign of Henry V., by the purer 
tenets of the Lollards; and that great 
prince tarnished his glory by the cruel 
persecution of those reformists. Edward 
had little Or no religion ; but what he had, 
evidently favoured the creed of WicklifFe 
and his followers. Lady Elizabeth, to an 
half-finished education, united all the 
bigotry of those superstitious times. This 
lady was at the head of all the rigid Ca- 
tholics ; and trusted to the power of her 
personal charms, to her apparent wisdom, 
and that prudential conduct she, in effect, 
possessed, to convert the prince from his 
heresy. Her confessor, a man of the 
deepest policy and enthusiastic zeal, urged 
her on to employ every art to gain over 
the prince to desert the amiable Princess 
of Savoy, and to devote himself entirely 
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to Lady Elizabeth. But she laid no rei- 
strictioDs on his promiscuous amours ; oji 
the coatcary, she rather enicouraged them, 
in the double hope oi her religion being 
cstaiblished, by entirely detaching him 
from Maria De Rosenvault, who was a 
professed disciple of WickMe's, and also 
alienating Us alEections from the virtuous 
Bona, so that ste might, without any op- 
q[K>sitioh ou the part of the prince, become 
Queen of England^ Skilled in the art of 
^ttery, she made ham believe that her 
regard for him was of the mo^ pure and 
sisterly, kind; thut, ^charming as was his 
persoii^ it was his meia|tal endowment that 
alone had captivated her, and caused her 
to forget that decorum and dignity she 
owed to her sex, her family, and the vir- 
tuous principles in which she had been 
^ucated. Nothing, indeed, would satisfy 
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her but a marriage with her beloved 
prince; and she covered her artful pro- 
ceedings by every plausible pretence of 
heroic virtue. Among much rhetoric 
which she employed on the in^portant oc- 
casion, historians record the following 
sentence: — " My liege, if I am too mean 
to be your wife, I think too highly of my^ 
self to become your mistress/ 

It is strange that historians, like some 
ill judges of painting, look only on the 
lustre of false colouring which appears on 
the sur&ice, and examine not closely into 
the intrinsic worth of the pi^ce* Actions, 
not words, are the proofs of superior vir- 
tue; and can we highly extol it in thsA 
woman who endeavoured to persuade the 
daughter of Edward to marry her owa 
uncle, Richard the Hid? Such a mind 
fhews itsielf to be more actuated by ambir 
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tion in her resistance of Edward's illicit 
proposals, than guided by a love of un- 
sullied virtue. 

A marriage/ without witnesses, hurried 
over by an itinerant priest, was, however, 
the tie that bound this lady, who was then 
in her wane, to a young and accomplished 
prince. They well knew that no church- 
man of respectability would perform the 
ceremony, as both nobility and clergy re- 
joiced in the projected alliance with the 
Princess of Savoy. And though Lady 
Elizabeth knew her marriage, from the 
want of witnesses, could not be binding, 
yet she trusted to some propitious mo- 
ment, when, by her superior arts, she 
could blind the infatuated Edward so far 
as to consent to be publicly married to 
her. 

Amongst the good qualities of Edward 
was great good nature to children ; which 
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was' ever kept dliVe m his breast, because 
it was aided by a tender compassion for 
their helpless years. This compassion he; 
particularly felt for orphans of nobility> 
well brought up, but reduced to indi« 
gence. He knew they had to struggle 
^ith an unfeeling world, rand, unused to: 
labour, if royalty did not step forward to 
relieve them, and restore them fa>] title 
and affluence, they must often perish ; for 
there was no way for them to gaki even a 
temporary or scanty sub^tence, in those 
times, by superior educate* Monaste- 
ries, which were patronized and supported 
by the Cardinal of Winchesters^ ^^^J 
Elizabeth^ staunch friend, had etxgrossed 
chiefly the privileges of tuition; a,nd of 
those religious houses the superiors were 
so venal, that, should indigent nobility 
wish to seek a refoge in a monastic 
life, as they could not bring p icuriiary 



d by Google 



THE COURT OF ENOLAKD. 73 
A crafty Widow. 

endowments, they would either be told that 
the members of the religious order were 
complete; or, if they did admit them, 
they would be employed in the most ser- 
vile drudgery of that monastery, which 
might, perhaps, afford them a i^helter. 

Scarce any one, who sued to Edward 
for these unfortunate objects, so interest- 
ing on every account, could sue in vain. 
He beheld their intercessors with the re- 
gard he would a mediating angel, and 
i^onld refuse nothing to them, in that mo- 
ment of benevolent tenderness. The plan, 
which had long floated in tlie brain of the 
Lady Elizabeth, Mas now iSrmly fixed; 
but as the house of Lancaster continued, 
al: tknes^ to give heavy shocks to that of 
York, she waited till Edward's power 
should become more secure, before she 
put her scheme in execution. 

VOL. I, K 
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CHAP. VII. 

A VALUABLE FRIENDy AND AN INTRIGU" 
JNG MISTRESS. 

Alas ! how should you govern any kingdom. 
That know not how to use ambassadors. 
Nor how to be contented with one wife? 

Well struck in years 3 fair, and not jealous. 

SHAlLESPBA&C. 

WARWICK, in the mean time, was 
negociating, with rapid success, his em- 
bassy to the court of Savoy; and was 
soon enabled to return triumphant to his 
royal master, particularly happy to fiqd 
that inclination, more than duty, was the 
motive which actuated the princess to lis- 
ten to the overtures of Edward. 
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Warwick, the idol of all ranks of peo- 
ple, was almost sure of succejeding in any 
mission he might be sent upon. To a 
majestic and elegant person he united 
those manners which he could adopt at 
pleasure, and which he chose, oii this im- 
portant occasion, should be of the most 
fascinating politeness. He knew the art 
of appearing " all things to all men ;" for, 
while his natural disposition bordered on 
the morose, he could, while at the court 
of Savoy, seem possessed of all those gay 
and volatile French manners, which, at 
that time, were so highly in vogue. He 
threw oflf his naturally repellent humour, 
and was the life of every party. He 
spoke several languages with precision, 
grace, and fluency ; which rendered him a 
desirable acquisition at the tables of the 
different foreign ambassadors, to whom, 
in return, he gave the most sumptuous 
H 2 
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entertainments r and which he was well 
enabled to support, by his great revenues, 
and the natural munificence of his heart. 
By grants from the crown, together with 
his own hereditary fortune, he was pos- 
sessed of eighty thousand a year. This 
he employed, as became a nobleman, in 
continual acts of beneficence and splen- 
did hospitality. We are assured, from 
respectable historians, that not less than 
thirty thousand persons lived daily at his 
board, in the different castles and manors 
which he possessed in England. Pecu- 
liar for his courage, spirit, and genero- 
sity, he was dear to all men,^ while the 
military adored him for his valour. To 
a fallen enemy he was the true British 
foe, ever renowned for shewing mercy to 
the vanquished. Respectfiil to a de- 
throned sovereign, whose imbecility and 
forlorn state he most sincerely pitied ; 
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haughty and contemptuous in his beha* 
viour to the luxurious Edward, who, 
though he wished to behold on the En- 
glish throne, was guilty of a course of life 
that the noble-minded Warwick shrunk 
from in disgust. These good qualities 
were tarnished by an unbounded ambi- 
tion, which, though it never raised his 
ideas so high as the crown itself, yet he 
ever wished to be the chief favourite of 
the realm. 

His indefatigable ardour in the field, 
his stratagems in war, and voluntary hard- 
ships, have been well treated of by his- 
toric writers. One anecdote we cannot 
forbear transcribing, as it marks so 
strongly the cool and undaunted deter- 
mination of an hero. 

The earl, after being defeated at Pom- 
fret, ordered his horse to be brought to 
him, which he stabbed before the whole 
H 3 



d by Google 



78 PRIVATE HISTORY OF 

A valuable Friend, and an intriguing Mistress. 

army ; and swore, before he would desert 
his king, he would share the fate of the 
meanest soldier. To shew tbe greater 
security, a proclamation was issued, giv- 
ing to every one liberty to retire ; but, at 
the same time, threatening the severest 
punishment to those, who should discover 
any symptoms of cowardice in the ap- 
proaching battle. 

When so firm and able a support to 
the throne of Edward had succeeded 
in his embassy, for this foreign alliance, 
which would greatly aid the stability of 
that throne, the ungrateful conduct of the 
prince is sincerely to be deplored ; and 
the mind naturally perceives how dan- 
gerous and imprudent, not to give them 
an harsher term, were the steps which he 
took in binding himself to Lady Eliza- 
beth Grey. A moment's reflection might 
have shewn the thoughtless Edward^ that 
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such folly must inevitably annihilate every 
spark of loyalty and affection in the breast 
of Warwick ; apd that he, who possessed 
such warlike and political abilities, was 
likely to become a dangerous foe in the 
hour of disgust, a disgust which was sure 
to take place in a mind so sensible, and 
so deeply injured. 

By a strange infatuation in a young and 
beautiful prince, Edward seemed pos- 
sessed of a kind of mania for the charms 
of elderly ladies. He had now formed a 
connection with Lady Conyers, a lady 
who expected every day to become a 
grandmother ; she was, indeed; older than 
the mother of Edward; and her youngest 
children were marriageable; she had been 
extremely beautiful, and might yet be 
called so; ever given to coquetey, she 
did not give it up, but was still aiming at 
new conquests. 
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Her husband, Sir John Conyers, happy 
in his rural sports, or over his bottle, suf- 
fered his lady to act as she pleased. He 
never controlled her. At length she cap- 
tivated the amorous Edward, and was, for 
a time, his idol. And so lost was both 
the prince, and his venerable chere amie^ 
to every sense of delicacy, that, we are 
credibly assured, he sent this ladj- to 
escort the Princess Bona to England, and 
actually passed the night in her company 
before the day on which she was destined 
to sail for Savoy, and bring away that in- 
jured lady from her father's court. He 
promised her also, on her return, to ap- 
point her a place in the household of his 
princess, when she should arrive in Eng- 
land. 

What must a nation look for amongst 
the manners and morals of a people, when 
those of their prince are so. vitiated? A 
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philosophic stranger, who travelled to ob- 
serve each different state and moral in- 
terior of a country, would be apt to ex- 
claim with our immortal poet, 

'< Is this the guise. 
Is this the fesliion in the court of Eugland?^* 

In ihe mean time Lady Elizabeth was 
not idle in procuring those alliances 
amongst the nobility, which mi^ gain 
her friends, and secure her accession to 
the throne. She made a confidant of the 
Duke of Buckin^iam, and infoimed him 
of her private marriage. This weak man, 
the tool of ambition, happy in any way 
to ally himself to the house of York, 
made proposals of marriage to Lady Eliza- 
h^'s sister. This was eagprly accepted, 
and hastily solemnized : and thus, through 
the duke's noble connections, she gamed 
over a valuable confederacy to her party. 
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The coldness of her disposition made her 
look on all the promiscuous gallantries of 
Edward with indifference. The only for- 
midable rival she dreaded was the Prin- 
cess of Savoy, whose youth, beauty, and 
virtue, aided by the powerful motives of 
Edward for so splendid an alliance, might, 
in time, entirely detach the prince from 
his present frivolous pursuits ; and make 
him, by the contemplation of the exalted 
conduct of the princess, become so in love 
with it, as to adopt a life of rectitude 
himself. He was yet young; conse- 
quently yet prone to new impressions. 

But that want of foresight and pene- 
tration, for which Edward was remark- 
able, and which prevented him seeing how 
dangerous the offence that he had com- 
mitted against Warwick; how mad, and 
how momentarily impulsive his marriage 
was with Lady Elizabeth Grey; rendered 
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him also blind to that firm rock of happi- 
ness, which, fixed on the basis of the 
purest virtue, and an high regard to con- 
jugal fidelity, would have blessed his sum- 
mer days with delight, and afforded him 
the most gratifying and self-approving re- 
flections in the winter of age. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

PRINCELY RECREATIONS. 

* Voiki d<m€, cot siKoes enchanteresMV, saiw l<sqw(lle» 
il n'y a point de bonbenr; pour qnoi on se niine, on se des- 
honore, on sacrifie ce qu^on a de pins cher ! O hommes ! 
tristes jouets de to8 passions, ce Trai bien que vons cherchez 
avec tant d*ardeur, vouh Favez en vous, et vous le sacnfiet 
a des chimeres ! Voulez meins etre heureux et tous le serez en 
effet. Jonissez de ce que tous possedez, de ce que la nature 
▼ous accorde, et vous n^aurez plus de desirs. S'il etoit possi- 
ble qu'une lois defendit les ienimes le^times, les cboses 
r^entreroient dans Tordre. Nous n^aurions des voenx, 
d^empressement que pour elles ^ a lenr tous les concubines 
n'essuyeroient que nos mepris. 

LE CHARPENTIER. 

PAGEANTS, at this period of time, 
formed the ruling diversion of the great. 

* Tbese, tben, are tbe encbanting sirens, without whose 
society there can be no happiness ! for whose sake we nu% 
we debase ourselves, and sacrifice all we should hold most 
dear ! O man ! the wretched sport of passion, this tmi 
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Ao evening festivsd, in some respects, 
resembling our most gaudy theatrical re- 
presentations ; tliey were held cUefly at 
the courts and the houses of the nobles, 
and even the commoners and poor pie* 
beians, to ape the manners of their su- 
periors, had also their ps^e^nts exhibited* 
They became at length so frequent, that 
the actors were as numerous .as the 
spectators; it therefore became custom- 
ary to hire some of the most beautiful 
women, who were not very tenacious of 
their characters, some fine men from the 
soldiery, and a few needy adventurers, 

felicity, that you seelc with so nmch ardour, yon bare with- 
in yourself, while you sacrifice it to a diiniera. Be more 
bounded in your wishes of happiness, and you will, in effect, 
obtain it. Enjoy what is within your grasp, what nature 
grants you, and desire will be satisiTed. If it were possible 
that tlie laws couM forbid a man having only one virtuona 
wifie^ order would be ro^tablished ^ then our wishes, our 
. attentions would concentrate in her alone ; and mistresses, 
m their turn, would have only our contempt, 

VOL. T. , 1 
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and were too idle tx) work for it. Those, ' 
for a stipulated sum, performed the part 
allotted them ; if they danced and sung, 
they were a peculiar acquisition. At one 
of these public exhibitions, Edward was 
smitten with the person of a very lovely 
woman ; her voice was harmonious, and 
her every action accompanied with a 
grace peculiar to herself The prince, 
though then in a state of inebriety, which 
was visible to the whole audience, was 
quite enchanted with her; and, quitting 
Lady Elizabeth Grey, near whom he was 
seated, he said, " Don't be jealous, Bess, 
but I must go to Lord Stanley, and en- 
quire something about that lovely girl." 
He soon returned to his seat. " By holy 
Mary," said he, " I must have her ; she 
is a woman after my own heart, for she 
sings like an angel, and, what is better, 
I hear she can take a stoop of wine, with 
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any hard drinking lord in England ; 
Lov£LAC£ and I will have a toping 
bout with her." " Charming accomplidh* 
ments ! '' said Lady Elizabeth, laughing, 
but without any apparent pique. " By 
the holy rood, you are too sober, Bess," 
said the prince, " I must divert myself 
a little, with this good felUm of a 
grUette.-' " A grisetU! my liege," 
said Lord Hastings, who was standing 
behind the Lady Elizabeth, " though 
you see her peiforming in this pageant, 
she is married to a young man of great 
expectations." " Better still," interrupt- 
ed the prince, " you know Hastings, I 
have a great predilection for married 
women ; but I beg your pardon for in- 
terrupting you,—- 1 see you blush, — and I 
know why — you are thinking on Jane. 
Come, tell us who this enchantress is 
married to ? " " He is the nephew of, 
I 2 
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and sole heir ito, the old Bishop of Clonfert 
in Ireland ; he who is so immenseij rich, 

that built the fanskous monastery of ^* 

**0h! burp the monai^ry,'' said Ed^rard; 
Lady Elizabeth devoutly crossed ihecBelf 
— ^^ Come tell m, aud let us have no 
loRg stories, -^where is herhiKshand nov? 
** The bishop, my liege," replied Lonol 
Hastings, ^^ insisted on their invnediate 
€e^pad[<ation. Her husband began to dis- 
cover her protpensity to driniing, ant 
readily consented*. But his reveneod 
lordship was so scanty in his allcwaacse 
to h^, tbat it would scarce find the little 
tipple in wine «uBid brandy, fuoid she has 
eml^aced her present way of life for sup- 
port'' ^' She shall not want support; 
go to her, in my name, Hastings," aaid 
the prince, ^^ and tell her to come aii4 
fiup with me this evening." "Tomor^ 
row, my liege, is the eve of the crucir 
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fixion," said the confessor of Lady Eliza- 
beth, who was seated near them ; " and 
do you not commence your fast this even- 
ing?" Though Edward wished the old 
priest crucified himself, yet the overcast 
brow of Lady Elizabeth, who still held 
firm sway over him, caused him to desist 
from uttering the pious wish aloud. But, 
whispering Hastings, he ordered him to 
tell her, to breakfast with him, after mass 
was over, the next day after, and it is 
reported that this good Friday breakfast 
cost the prince five hundred pounds worth 
of jewels, which he presented to this new 
favourite that morning. 

The above circumstance, shews how 
relaxed were the religious principles of 
Edward. Holy Friday, even by protes- 
tants, is ever held siacred, and kept with 
awe and reverence ; and, in those papal 
times,, it was entirely devoted to private 
I 3 
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medifatioa and religious abstinence, and 
that tiie most rigid. 

Hastings was the Lord Chambartein, 
and possessed the king's unlimited confix 
dence. Accomplished and elegant him<- 
self, he could not but admire grace and 
dignity wherever hefound it. He admired 
the person of Lady Elizabeth Grey ; he^ 
respected the fame she had acquired by 
her virtue, and thought the majesty of 
her deportment mi^t confer honour on a 
crown ; but he lamented lier bigotry, and 
that excessive influence she held over the 
prince. He wished to see him indist 
solubly united to the princess of Savoy, 
and he judged no office too degrading, to 
detach his beloved ms^ster from so danger- 
ous an ascendant as Lady Elizabeth. O 
virtue! there are, then, certain cases, 
when, in ccdatradiction to thyself, thou 
permittest one fault to prevent a greater. 
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Mrs. Anne Mulcaster, the lady who 
had then captivated Edward, received 
the proposal with joy ; and hastened to 
inform the depraved companion she then 
lived protected by, of this most fortunate 
incident. He counselled the exorbitance 
of her demands on the prince's coffers, 
which became at length so excessive, that 
the keepei' of his exchequer declared them 
almost exhausted. And indeed he was 
reduced to the necessity of applying to 
the nation to defray the debts he had con* 
tracted with his household, and with vari- 
ous tradespeople. This was a degrading 
»ra in Edward's life. The prince be- 
came the companion of a vitiated set of 
beings, performers playing in, and walk- 
ing in, the procession of pageants, for 
hire ; the most grovelling revels of stupid 
intoxication, with Mrs. Ann Mulcaster, 
clouded all Ms noble faculties, and sunk 
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the prince into absolute contempt ; who 
" staging himself" continually to the pub- 
lic gaze with the lowest company, amongst 
cudgel players and bruisers, far inferior 
to the gladiators of ancient Rome^ 
whom a Roman patrician would Jiot be 
seen speaking to. But he who claimed the 
English sceptre, would deign to call his 
companions and friends, those that even 
the kindred of these vagrants were asham- 
ed to own. He soon lost, by this vilifying 
conduct, all that consequence due to his 
royal birth, and which his acquirements 
and fine person might challenge, had his 
station been ever so obscure, had he but 
shewn a proper respect to himself. 

The depravity of the times was so 
great, that it is npt to be paralleled in 
any preceding reign. That attachment 
formed with those who were bound by 
an indissoluble tie to another, was pre* 
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! valent amongst all ranks of people ; and, 
paUktsd by the nanie of ^Uantry, or 
I ofteo called the effects of the finest sensi- 
bUky, has been frequently practised by 
' him, who has presented his plea in a 
I eonrt o£ law, against bis wife, for the 
I crime be perhaps has first taught her, 
I " by giving her an evil lesson against 
I hcrsdf,^' only that he might procure, by 
proclaiming his infamy to the world, 
those damages^ which might enable 
1 him, in another place, to dishonour his 
friend. 
A system was established by a society 
\ of dissipated people of quality, called the 
NEW school; which opposed itself 
' against all the rigid decorum practised 
by their ancestors. Some of the maxims 
were certainly such as tended much to 
improve, while they modernized the out- 
ward behaviour ; to throw off superstition, 
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and check its growth. And many old 
customs, which were truly ridiculous, 
began to be laid aside, by the sensible 
part of mankind. But these disciples of 
the NEW SCHOOL, understood no medium 
in their continual innovations, and the 
growth of libertinism daily increased; 
while drooping morality appeared, as if 
never likely again to raise her head. 
Whoever did not conform to all the 
licentious tenets of this polite academy, 
were ridiculed with the appellation of 
the formal votaries of the old school; 
and though some liberal minded people, 
who determined to think for themselves, 
had adopted that charming medium ber 
tween those manners and customs prac-^ 
tised in the reign of Edward the Confes- 
sor, or during the Norman conquest, 
and the court of good King Stephen, and 
that of the Comus-like court of Edwardj 
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yet they were rather regarded at a dis- 
tance^ with a degree of pity, as good 
kind of people, labouring under the pre- 
judices of education, than thought suffi- 
ciently brilliant to shine in the circles of 
the great and gay. 

The prince led the people ; fashion, 
in those gothic times, held as universal 
sway, as at present. Dissipation pleased 
all ranks, though attired in the garb of 
disgust, and though led down the dance 
of pleasure by the staggering step and 
trembling hand of drunkenness. Fre- 
quently, in the period of stupid intoxi- 
cation, has the royal slave to his passions 
repaired to the dwelling of Mrs. Ann, 
and drove her depraved paramour from 
her chamber, which he has pitifully, 
though perhaps, not willingly, resigned 
to his superior in power. 
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Dancing girls, and those who figured 
away at tournaments or in pageants, ware 
now the reigning favourites of ^ age. 
The Duke of Clarence had also his pub- 
lic favourite ; he had ever evinced a grcAk 
attachment to the pleasures of a domestic 
life; and, with his chere amicj who also 
made one of the hired pageantry, he 
established a kind of matrimonial menagt^ 
and became the tender father of a numer- 
ous offspring. His mistress was prudent 
and tenacious of his honour, as a prince ; 
she judged it unwortliy of those, who 
should support and be the standing pillars 
of the state, to fix tlieir splendor on the 
ruin of the industrious mechanic, by 
contracting debts with them to support 
their extravagancies. Thus, though the 
mistress of an illustrious prince, she stil} 
continued to figure in her accustomed line 
of life. She had never,' like Mrs. Ana 
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Mukaster, been taught, by a stolen mttr- 
riage of wealth and interest, to think her- 
self above it. Her heart was truly ma- 
ternal ; and she wished to gain every ac- 
quisition of fortune for daughters she had 
by a former protector, whom she deter- 
mined, if a mother's precepts could in- 
fluence, should never adopt iier public 
means of support. Her good sense taught 
her to see how little is to be depended on, 
from tiie favour of the great. She, there- 
fore, determined to keep her talents in 
continual practice ; though it is said, that 
not the lady's desire, but that the prince- 
ly duke obliged her to continue the public 
exhibition of her person, for which ^he 
would alledge the following substantial 
reason — " My dear Elinor, I loved you 
as a public performer ; your fascination 
will cease, as soon as you quit that pro- 
fession," But we believe all this to be 

VOL. I. K . 
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only an ill-natured satire against the duke. 
Certain it is, his Elinor had his glory 
more at heart than he could have him- 
self; and she has frequently been heard 
to $ay, " O let nmy protector be unlike 
his royal brother ! may his debts never 
be defrayed by a generous public, or his 
credit branded by the prophane tongue of 
a mercenary plebeian!" 

When this lady, who was called Mrs. 
Elinor Danjour, first captivated the Duke 
of Clarence, it was at a public kind of 
theatre, where she appeared to peculiar 
advantagie. She could not be called 
beautiful, but there was something so 
peculiarly engaging and captivating in her 
whole exterior, that every heart seemed 
moved in her favour. She was neither 
graceful nor elegant in her appearance; 
yet all she said or did seemed incapable 
of improvement. In a word she was pos* 
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sessed, in an ample degree, of the true art 
of pleasing. Her vivacity never forsook 
her,' not on the most trying occasions; 
from her early youth, before she became 
the mistress of the Duke of Clarence, she 
had lived for some years with an eminent 
counsellor, a man of good family, and 
who loved Mrs. Elinor with ardent affec- 
tion. She had borne him two or three 
children, was faithfully attached to him, 
and was very strenuous with him to re- 
ward her fidelity by an honourable mar- 
riage. This, he positively refused to do, 
from family reasons we are led to sup- 
pose ; in the mean time the duke made 
her very liberal proposals — ^-an ample set- 
tlement, an elegant house for herself and 
children, and those of the counsellor to 
be treated as should be his own. She 
still remained faitbfiil to her first protec- 
tor; again she urged hipn, with all the 
K 2 
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persuasion she was mistress 6t^ to marry 
her. This he as positively refused. She 
then told him of the dukes liberal offers. 
His resolution appeared to stagger. 
" Marry me/' said she, " free me at 
once from such solicitations, by becoming 
a lawful protector, while I swear to you, 
that inviolate fidelity, which no tempta- 
tion shall ever be able to subvert." He 
declared to h^r, it was not in his power; 
that he never while he lived would forsake 
her ; and iotreated her to rely on his 
honour. " No, sir," said she, " I shall 
accept the offers of the duke ; if I must 
continue a left handed wife, it shall be to 
a prince, and not to a commoner." 

On this the counsellor urged intreaties, 
persuasions, and all the rhetoric he was 
master of, to dissuade her from leaving 
him ; but finding it in vain, he behaved 
like ^distracted man, and could scarce 
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set any bounds to his anger, when she 
took her final leave of him. Seeing hiiti • 
thus giving way to passion, she said to 
him, with great sangfroid^ " And was 
you mad enough then, sir, to believe 
that what I have submitted to with you, 
I could not with another ? what founda- 
tion have you for forming such an opinion? 
is it your exalted merit ? That is flatter- 
ing yourself too much. Be more just to 
yourself; and, be assured, had I been 
strictly virtuous, you never would have 
obtained possession of my person ; and, 
since I am not, be not astonished at my 
granting those favours to another I did 
not refuse to you," 

The Duke of Gloucester had also his 
mistress, a pretty little woman, but not 
quite so fortunate in the munificence of 
her lover as Mrs. Elinor Danjour; he 
kept her, in apparent splendor, more 
k3 
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from fiisbiou tlian on any other account.' 
Thus her house and carriage appeared 
elegant; but the cherished favourite knew 
not what it was to " fare sumptuously 
everyday;" though, to pursue the compa- 
rison, it may be said — " she was clothed 
in purple and fine linen." Her scanty 
suppers, and empty purse, became the 
jest of those youthful libertines, who wish- 
ed to pay homage to her for the sake of 
military preferment; but her influence 
was by no means great ; and often has 
this unfortunate fair one been confined 
for debt, and obliged to sleep between 
the four walls of a prison, while her 
friends have sued to the duke for her 
liberation; and he has answered — " I 
cannot get her released to-night — I can- 
not; — we are all poor now.-^Let her 
make herself easy.— Ill see what can be 
done for her to-morrow or next day/' . 
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^nd yet this woman had many who 
looked on her with the eyes of envy, be- 
cause she was the acknowledged favourite 
of a royal dube, 

The Duke of Gloucester s vice was 
«ot women. He was. more addicted to that 
degradation, into which his brother Ed- 
ward had lately sunk, that of drunken- 
ness. For, though he was warlike, and al* 
most every morning exercised his troops^ 
and transacted the business of the army, 
he scarce ever retired to rest in a state of 
sobriety ; for midnight orgies of intoxica- 
tion, and high play at the tennis court, on 
those days he could spai'e from his mili- 
tary avocations, seemed his chief delight. 
Maddened by ill luck at the one, and his 
faculties all bewildered by the potency of 
the other, he has been, with difficulty, 
prevented from staking the fairest of his 
domains on his ducal and princely ho^ 
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noiirs ; while, with his brother Edward, at 
the time when the arms of York pre- 
vailed at the battle of Hexham, instead of 
rejoicing with moderation and elegance, 
like princes, they would attend the execu- 
tions of murderers, and the vilest male- 
factors. So true does a noble author 
write of Edward, — " That he would, on 
the same day, gallant a mistress, and in- 
spect' an execution." 

But the new school of fashion con- 
tinued to initiate its votaries, and nothing 
oKtrh was wondered at. The blooming 
youth wedded superannuated deformity, 
for the sake of wealth. Young ladies of 
birth and fortune would sometimes escape 
from the parental roof, and marry the 
meannest of their vassals. Proud city 
knights would lead home a bride from 
the fish market ; and the learned, philo- 
sophic baronet, whose deep researches 
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explored the antiquities of Rome and 
Naples, was captivated by the Grecian 
form of one, who had, from a menial ser- 
vant, tiecome a lady of pleasure ; who, in 
an allegwical pageant, personated the 
goddess Hygeia, and at length became 
the idolized goddess of this knight of an- 
tiquity, who gave her the honourable mid 
undisputed .title of his lady, by making 
her his lawful wife. In this situation^ 
amongst the wisest men of the age, she 
improved m dignity and learning. Lord 
FauccHaberg was. peculiarly charmed with 
her spirit and conversation; and. that 
great hero, at his death, left her one of 
his castles in England, and other valuable 
jH)S5ession& 

Though some <rf these discordant 
mashes might end happily, yet the re- 
ifiecting mind must see that the love of 
order js imjovatedi that th^ tree of dig- 
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nity iriust fade, when so improperiy in- 
grafted; and equality is the pernicious 
fruit, which it must, in time, produce. 

Every one, however, saw with pleasure 
the marriage of Lord Fitzwalter, as they 
looked on it as the re^y^ard of superior vir- 
tue. His lordship had married one of 
the public performers before mentioned, 
and she was a proof that true nobility, 
which exists in the mind, is not derived 
from a train of illustrious ancestors. 
With a person remarkably elegant, with a 
fascination entirely her own, she remained 
spotless in the most dangerous walk in 
life for a female, and was singularly vir- 
tuous in an age the most corrupt. When 
raised by her noble lord to that dignity 
she so well deserved, though she never 
lifted herself up above her former friends, 
she preserved that true respectability 
which her station in life required. The 
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coronet seemed to derive honour from 
her possession of it; and there was not 
one belonging to the court, even amongst 
the highest nobility, but w'hat rejoiced in 
her exaltation. 
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CHAP. IX. 



A REFORMATIOlf. 



Willing at once to prove 
Tlie certain joys that are in virtuous love. 

PRIOK^ 

The fate of Queen Margaret, after 
the battle of Hexham, is too singular not 
to be recorded. Flying, after her defeat, 
into a forest, where she endeavoured to 
conceal herself, she was beset, in the 
thick darkness of the evening, by robbers, 
who stripped her of some jewels she had 
about her, and which were very valuable, 
and treated her with great indignity. 
When the thieves were separating the 
booty, it raised a great quarrel between 
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them ;• and, while their attenticm was thus 
engaged, she took the opp<»rtunity of 
escaping with her son into a thicker part 
of the forest, where she wandered about 
some time, exhausted with hunger, 
fatigue^ terror, and affliction. In this 
wretched condition she saw a robber ap- 
proach, with a drawn sword. Seeing no 
possible means of an escape, ske resolved 
to trust to his generosky, and, advancing 
towards him, she presented to him the 
prince, calliog out to him — *' Here, my 
friend, I commit to your care the si^ety, 
of your king's son." 

The man, whose generous feelings were 
not entirely extinct by his vicious course 
of life, struck with this accident, felt 
charmed by the confidence the queen re-* 
posed in him ; and viwed he would npt 
only abstain from injuring her, but devote 
himself entiKely to her service. By means 

VOL. I, . L 
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of this man, she dwelt, for a time^ con- 
cealed in the vicinity of the forest ; aiid he 
at last conducted her to the sea coast, 
whence she escaped to Flahders. 
, In the meaii time the successful Ed- 
ward was revelling in scenes of pleasure 
to an excess of satiety, that defeated his 
pursuits after felicity. Ill health, from 
frequent inebriation and midnight ban- 
quetings, brought reflection to the 
thoughtless mind of the dissipated prince; 
and now Lady Elizabeth began to see her 
weakening power in the way to be trium- 
phant. Ever mistress of herself, gentle 
and persuasive, she received his returning 
affection with that complacent sweetness, 
which rendered the personal charms she 
yet possessed more alluring; and her 
merit was much heightened by a compa- 
rison with the disgusting fair one he be- 
gan to be completely weary of. She had 
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contrived to draw large sums from the 
prince ; while her continual inebriation, 
when in his company, had produced in 
his mmd the repelling of every inclination 
for the society of einy other female, but 
her, whom he thought so mentally en- 
dowed as Lady Elizabeth. Had his pe- 
hetfKtion viewed only the qualifications of 
the mind with delight, he would have 
again sought, in the charms of Maria de 
Rosenvault's conversation, for the most 
soothing balsam to a wounded spirit — 
But iiicohstancy and man are synonimous 
terms !— Lady Elizabeth was a newer ob- 
ject Maria loved him with too much 
real teiidemess, to call in the aid of that 
hypocritical exactitude which carefully 
watches it's time, can be all things to all 
humours, and unite pretended softness 
with outward dignity. Her allowance was 
ill paid, and, tit best, so irregular, and by 
l2 
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3uch; diminutive portions, that, at length, 
cast on the unpitying work), and almost 
friendless, witli a beloved daughter to sup- 
port, whose refined and cultivated sense, 
and whose height of figure, niade her ap- 
pear faster approaching to womtohoed 
than she really was, induced her unfortu- 
nate mother to accept the pr6tectkm of 
an officer of rank, who had $ei-ved 
under, and been the intiinate companion 
of, Edward, arid the partaker of «ll his 
youthful pleasures. 

Little more of Maria remains to be 
said. Over every faulty part of her con- 
duct we would wish to cast the veil of . 
commiseration and excuse. From feel- 
ings the most acute, by ingratitude from 
those she had most loved and most oblig- 
ed, her sufferings became keen and poig- 
nant; the sorrows of her heart were of 
the most corrodmg kind, and threatened 
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a State of health, naturally delicate, and 
which wai hastening rapidly to its de- 
cline. - . 

Warwick had now become tlie sue- 
cessfal negociator for the marriage of 
Edward with Bona; to whom the thought- 
less prince was immediately betrothed,' 
nith every outward form that could make^ 
the marriage binding. The people saw, 
with delight, their prince emerging from 
vice ; and flattered them^lves that, as now 
the house of York appeafied to be in a 
state of permanent safety,' their Edward, 
whom, in spite of all his fatilts and follies, 
they still loved, would linite all his en- 
deavours to maintain the validity of their 
suffrages, and for ever quit te scenes of 
liot atnd dissipation,' Whteh had forinerly 
enslaved him. ' • ' **^ *■"■ 

Lady Elizabeth GTtjy^, ' ' kfto^itlg tK) 
proof could be obtained tofth^ 
' l3 
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the marriage that had been hastily per- 
formed between them, trembled at the 
prospect before her; for Edward, at first, 
appeared really sensible to the charms 
and accomplishments of his royal bride. 
J^ady Elizabeth saw herself disliked, both 
by the nobility and people ; her only sup- 
porters were a few Catholics of the most 
bigoted kind, and religion was by no means 
the fashion of the day: the new school 
was composed chiefly of illuminehy who 
heeded not so obsolete a principle. Thus, 
her power apparently gone, she resolved 
to make a virtue of necessity, and, by one 
noble effort, make amends for her past 
errors. Had her conduct been equally 
blameless with that one heroic action of 
her life, she would have made all those, 
w4io Avere before her enemies, become her 
most ardent friends. 

She instantly quitted the prince. She 
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gave orders, that he should never more 
be admitted to her presence ; and shel- 
tered herself, for some time, under the 
protection of the Duchess of Bucking- 
ham, her sister. 

The faithful Warwick beheld, with joy, 
his belove;d master thus relieved from 
this fascinating woman, and daily cor- 
recting his enormous conduct. The de- 
lighted subjects now congratulated each 
other, on seeing the mature man quitting 
the dissipations of the youth, and likely to 
become popular, more for his virtues th^-n 
his conquests. 

In the midst of these pleasing pros- 
pects a strong force was yet raising se- 
cretly amongst the Lancastrians. The 
parliament was divided in their opinion. 
Lord Fitzhugh, who was much more the 
friend of the French than of either party. 
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was- supposed to carry on a secret cor- 
respondence with the enemy. 

Interest was the sole test of the French* 
monarch's honour* Treaties or engage- 
ments with him were of no use* ; no tie 
of honour could bind him; and. he oKted 
his sole success to all tliat deep ciinhing 
generally attendant on perfidy. Ambiti- 
ous, dark, and dangerous, the more his 
principles became known, the more 
alarm they excited amongst his enemies 
in foreign states, and his vassal nobility 
at home. H^ had heaped the paltry in- 
signia of honour on them; but, in? return, 
had made hitnself master of their best 
lands and possessions. 

It was the pride of Louis Xlth. to 
display his inhumanity in battle. In a 
skirmish, after having killed several of tlie 

* Sec Slezerars History of Frauce. 
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Duke of Burgundy's people, the Burgun*- 
dians requested a three days' truce to 
bury their dead.—" My care," said 
Louis, " is for the living. Leave us the 
care of burying your dead ; — ^no need of 
a truce for that." 

This is ever the boasting language of a 
triumphant coward. When he is a con- 
queror, that one success makes faim fool 
hardy to dash on with perseverance; if he . 
succeeds again, he becomes indefatigable; 
and often, undeservedly, acquires the 
title of a brave and experienced general. 
. Maddened with success, and with the 
party of Lancastrians that had declared in 
his favour, Louis determined on the inva- 
sion of England. The English, however, 
were well aware of his intentions, and sent 
Lord Fauconberg, w ith a chosen force, to 
guard the channel from the threatened 
danger. It proved in the end to be mere 
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gasconade, and the French were obliged 
to jstrengthen their army by every meanSy 
lest the English should make a descent 
on the continent; and every man being 
called into the field, the Archbishop of 
Rouen was heard to say, that " Rbueii 
would soon be left without a single priest 
to say mass." "• 

Philip de Commines, a man of the 
most profound learning, and transcendent 
abilities, whose writings yet remain as a 
testimony to his erudition, was the head 
that guided the councils of Louis. As a 
politician, he could only be equalled by 
the illustrious Cobham. Happy for Eu- 
rope had his heart, like Cobham's, sought 
the happiness and prosperity of nations, 
instead of gratifying the ambition of an 
atrocious despot! 

To that bulwark of English safetj% the 
9ea; how much we niust own ourselvei 
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indebted, for preserving us from those in- 
vaders, who would else continually infest 
this happy land. Philip de Commines 
was very desirotis of Edward visiting the 
court of Louis. The answer that mo- 
narch made him, has b^en handed down 
to us by various historians. — " Edward is 
a very handsome and amorous prince. 
Some lady of Paris may like him as well 
as he shall do her; and may invite him to 
visit us, not in a friendly manner. It is 
better that the sea be between us." 

In the mean time, fomented by French 
intrigue, the Lancastrians had formed 
themselves into a formidable party; ex- 
pecting to be joined by Margaret, with a 
force sufficiently strong to drive the house 
of York from the throne. This rebellion 
was, however, checked in its beginning 
by the vigilance of the Lords Cobhara 
and Warwick. 
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Edward appeared to be fully deter- 
mined on quitting his former follies. He 
was less seen in the company, of his asso^ 
date Lovelace. He ever loved War- 
wick; he knew how much he owed to 
his valour and fidelity; but now he ap- 
peared also sensible of the inestimable 
worth of Lord Cobham. He cordially 
welcomed him to his pdace; thanked 
him for his loyalty in quelling the insiH> 
gjents, and for his diligence and activity in 
finding out their various meetings an4 
corresponding societies; and his indefati- 
gable zeal in bringing so many aver to 
the cause of York. 
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CHAP. X. 

BNGLSSB REBELLION, AND FRENCH 
POLICY. 

The hing^« name in a tower of atreiigtli, 
Which they upon the adrerBC faction want. 

TA<cr fiMltai Ue open to the bwt^ let than, 
Not uty correct. 

8HAK1I8PEARE. 

BY the advice of this great statesman, 
Lord Cobham, the ruling party sliewed 
the rebels all possible clemency, and were 
sparing in their executions. The * most 
regretted amongst the disaffected party 
was the Earl of Worcester ; a learned and 

* 3e? Hiine!f History of England. 
VOL. I. M 
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accomplished person, born in an age 
when the nobility prided themselves in 
their ignorance, and left learning only to 
monks and schoolmasters. But his know- 
ledge did not produce, in this hot-headed 
young man, the effects which naturally 
attended it, — a prudent conduct, or a sof- 
tened heart; for he enraged his rulers 
against him, by fomenting acts of san- 
guinary cruelty. He had headed a party 
himself of those ruffians, who lawlessly used 
violence to whomsoever opposed them; 
but,^ being defeated, he fled, and con- 
cealed himself in obscurity. 

A party of officers were dispatched to 
seize his person. He defended himself 
valiantly till he fell, after killing two of 
the officers, and receiving himself several 
wounds, one of which proved severely 
fatal. 

He left a young and beautifiil widow, 
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whose, history is eventful; and which 
serves to shew how much the females, in 
tiiose days, espoused the cause of the dif- 
ferent parties, which then actuated the 
conduct of all ranks in the kingdom. 

Clarissa Dalentour was the cherished* 
foundling of a foreign prince and princess 
of high rank. She was brought up with 
their family, and received a finished and 
polite education with the young princes. 
The lady, to whom was principally confided 
the care of Clarissa's tuition, instilled into 
her young and susceptible mind princi- 
ples of the most enthusiastic love for vir- 
tue, and a detestation for oppression and 
tyranny, under whatever guise they might 
shelter themselves. To a mind endued 
with the finest sensibility, those lessons 
were productive of some danger. So 
true is that'id^; "that even virtue has 
it» stated limits r 

Hi 
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The young and beautiful Clarissa be- 
held the events of life with a precisioii 
unusual at her years; and, while her own 
conduct approached to the purity and be- 
nevolence of an angelic being, she w€q[)t 
over the vices and misfortunes of others; 
while every child of sorrow became dear 
to her. 

The distracted state of the country^ td 
which she owed her birth, and the repre^ 
hensible and active part, taken in thof^ 
commotions, by the prince, her benefac- 
tor, obliged the princess and her fandy 
to take refuge in England. The house 0f 
York, at that time, were in possession of 
the throne, and afforded the royal fugi- 
tives a safe and honourable asylum. 

Ever alive to the distresses of otherSi 
Clarissa's heart felt deeply for the de- 
throned and unfortunate Henry. Hi» 
party became dear to her ; and she com- 
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pared his mild and amiable virtue with 
the numerous faults of the luxurious and 
expensive Edward, whose conduct, with 
that of his brothers, gave her an utter dis- 
gust to the house of York. 

Her feelings were the result of an un- 
spotted conscience; which, though it 
might sometimes deceive her, by its ap- 
proval of an erroneous opinion, never 
taught her to disguise the real sentiments 
of her soul, which she expressed with an 
energy fearless of power, thoujjh with a 
sweetness and gentleness peculiar to her- 
self. In one of those moments of enthu- 
siasm for the cause which she imagined 
to be right, she sealed the impression 
which her beauty had before made on 
the heart of the Earl of Worcester. 
He was impatient to be united to a 
woman of such refined sense, and whose 
party principles so exactly accorded with 
m3 
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bis own. His fine person, the similarity 
of his sentiments, easily gained the aflFec- 
tion of Clarissa. Her royal friends re-, 
joiced in seeing her so advantageousljr 
settled; and, for a while, truly blessed 
in each other, the happy pair forgot the 
contending parties in their own felicity. 
But the Lancastrians soon roused their 
leader from the peace of conjugal happi^ 
ness ; and a formidable body of the rebels 
attacked the Yorkists, and defeated then^ 
at the battle of Wakefield. 

It will scarce be credited, that tke 
effects of party rage should run so high, 
that she, tlie gentle and delicate Clarissa, 
renowned as much for the softness of her 
manners as for her heroic fortitude under 
misfortunes, should bind round her kxvely 
and " chastened brow" a kerchief, dipped 
in the blood of the guiltless and lamented 
Earl of Rutland. 
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•' This serves to convince us how little 
^WMleration is to be expected, even fiom 
the best of a rebel party, in the hour of 
triamph. Yet, ever firm to the cause 
she ehemhed, after the Lancastrians were 
(defeated at Mortimer's Cross, Lady Wor- 
cester stfll protected, as far as she was 
•We, the fallen relics of the house of Lan- 
.otster, to the meanest of whose partizans 
■3he would rise and give place, with sin- 
cere and unaffected humility : but, even 
/pf the princes and princesses of the house 
of York, she would, with contemptuous 
iJi^ity^ take the precedency. 

Though it is impossible to prevent our 
.Admiration of this victim of enthusiastic 
principle, yet we naturally feel much more 
ior her in the situation of a widowed and 
i^^tionate mother. At the pt'emature 
^md fatal death of her gallant husband, 
her grief knew no hounds- That keenness 
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of* feeling she possessed, made her only 
•more exquisitely sensible of the irrepara- 
ble loss she bad sustained. The mother of 
the Earl of Worcester soothed her sor- 
rows by every kind alleviation in her 
power; and with her, and in tiie bosom 
of that family who had acted towards her 
with true parental affection, the countess 
passed her widowhood in retirement, and 
in tlie cultivation of those rare and charm- 
ing talents she possessed. 

' Lord Cobham soon after retiring from 
the high office he held in the ministry, the 
artful and politic De Commines was now 
very arduous, in his advice to the French 
monarch, to sue for a peace with England. 
It was De Commines, who might be said, 
by his profound genius, to govern France, 
and not a sovereign, who had little more 
than a military education, aided by a low 
and uitriguing kind of natural cunning. 
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jBut Louis dreaded the dissaffectioa of 
his people at home, whom he knew he 
Jb^d tyfannkally oppre^ed, and abo fear- 
ed a mutiny in his army, which he had 
not regularly {mid. He wad, tiier^bre, 
$A £f St; averse to following the advice of 
De CoBtmioeSy but at lei^th gave way 
to the forcible reasons of this French 
•Machiairel ; who endeavoured to prove to 
Ump Jbow much more sure he would be 
0f conquering the pride of Engknd, and, 
kk the end^ entirely subduing that king- 
iimn ^ his pleasure^ if he would, by 
makiog a peace with them, brkig the rich 
and noble across the seas, tempt them to 
purchase estates, and, by residing at them, 
i^sseminate thenr wealth tlirough the 
country, and enrich the gallic dommions. 
Knowing also, how the English had, of 
iate,: ^iren themselvea up to every species 
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of expensive and luxurious pleasure, in 
which only they were excelled, in a very 
small degree, in France, he trusted that, 
iby a sojournment in that depraved country, 
he might still improve that love of volup- 
tuousness and public amusements, so as 
to dwindle the hardy English into effemi- 
nacy, and enervate them sufficieiitly to 
make them an easy conquest^ whenever 
they should find their army sufficiently 
weakened by the slothfulrust of peace. 
He then meant to urge Louis to make a 
pretext for declaring war against then^ 
in the time when they should be the lieast 
prepared to repel his attacks. 

The English nation, fatigued with wars 
abroad and' party dissensions at home, 
readily acquiesced with the . French ' 
monarch's proposals; and an hai^ty, 
aQd by no means honourable, peace for 
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England, was patched up at Pequigny*, 
near Amiens. . 

But .scarce was the peace ccmcluded,* 
when the intriguing and treacherous spirit 
of France, began to shew itself. Jack 
Cade, whose rebellious proceedings gave 
so much trouble in the early part of the 
reign of Hemy VI. after the defeat of his 
rebellious party, had escaped into his na- 
tive country, Ireland, where he had a son 
bom to him, who inherited all his father's 
levelling principles. He had, however, 
the advantage his parents wanted, a finish- 
ed and military education ; and had at- 
tained, by his bravery, the rank of a cploniel 
in the army. 

The smothered seecU of rebellion, which 
were sown in him from his childhood, at 
kngth burst forth. Dissatisfied with the. 

* See Rapin, SnoUett, and othen. 
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government in^iiqb protected litfn, and for- 
which he had once fought, he determiae^ 
on the destruction of the king and nyal 
&iDity; while he intended to establish, 
himself, a system of equality^ like that 
once attempted .^y his fisdier. M^ 
chose for his associates, a low dass^ oi 
naen, chiefly collected from among ^ 
dregs of the soldiery, who bad been 
wh^ped for misdemeanours,' and were 
ready to embrace every desperate ad- 
venture. 

This weak and ambitious man, who 
headed these insurgents, was* a fit tool^ 
for the Freiich monarch. He ppomised 
him arms and money to assist hinv in the 
execution of his diabolical scheme ; which 
was, to way-lay the king in his way from 
the tower^ murder him, and then take 
possession of his palace, and make the 
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A)yal family their prisoners. But as there 
in no dependance oa the friendship of the 
mcked, the confederates in this atrocious 
plot betrayed each other, on promise of 
pardon, and in hopes of a reward ; and 
Colonel Cade, ^ith several of the ring- 
leaders, were executed, as rebels to the 
king and state. 

This was a severe disappointment to 
France. Melancholy, an unusual feature 
in that nation, lowered over the counte- 
nances of Frenchmen for some time ; and 
they were so depressed, that they were 
unable to conceal their grief from the few 
English that were then at the court of 
France, but expressed strong indignation 
at the English severity in their execution 
of Cade. De Commines, however, was 
not totally discouraged. He offered great 
rewards and high preferments to a needy 

VOL. I. N 
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English officer to head the disaffected 
party in Ireland; but this proposal was 
rejected yfith noble and honourable dis- 
dain. 
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CHAP. XL 

EXCURSIONS TO FRANCE* 

Now I would pray our monueura^ . 
To think an English courtier may be wisc^ 
And never see the Louvrt. 

IHAKKIPEAKK. 

THE French king's minister proved 
himself in the right, when he judged 
with how much eagerness the English 
would repair to that court, where gaiety 
and delight spread every snare, to delude 
the unwary Briton, and empty his purse, 
while they corrupt his mind. Thousands 
flocked to Paris, actuated by the love of 
pleasure, whim, novelty, or mistaken 
economy. 

N 2 
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Amongst these, Lovelace was im- 
patient to pay his devoirs to a king and 
minister he had ever admired ; and also 
to present his female friend, now his law- 
ful wife, at a court by no means tena- 
cious of, or famed for the virtue of 
modesty, or a regard to delicacy and 
decorum. 

The gallic beaux were much surprised 
at the appearance of Mrs. Lovelace; 
of whose person they had formed the most 
advantageous ideaB. Lovelace had, 
himself, a swarthy complexion, a black 
bushy beard, and, from an excess of 
living, appeared corpulent, and inclining 
to be dropsical ; but his picture had been 
.so handed about in every nation, dressed 
in every character and costume that 
fancy could invent, but in which the 
likeness of TifE mak of the p«ople> 
CHOICE appeared so strong, that they 
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were prepared for all they betield in 
the original. But as Frenchmen look 
much to the surface, and especially 
among women, they, were astoiiished to 
see his bride on the wrong side of fifty, 
coarse looking, bad complexioned, mark- 
ed with the small pox, and of a rotundity 
equal to a butt of strong English beer; 
not possessing one charm of person, ex- 
cept an hand and arm thiat might serve as 
models, for a statuary or painter to place 
on the body of a Venus. 

The beauties about the court of Louis, 
by no means set off the charms of this fat, 
old lady ; and the most celebrated for the 
charms of her person, was the wife of a 
ridi financier ; and, to those dazzling at- 
tractions she possessed, together with the 
weight of her husband's coffers, which 
jCiMibfed him to lend sums to government, 
fhe owed her free accession to the court 
K 3 



Digitized by Google 



^^ 



T38 PRIVATE HISTOHY OF 
EKc^ffsiops to Firmce. 

of tlie haughty and hnperious Louis XI. 
This pretty lady would maliciously place 
herself at ail public scenes of diversion, 
by the side of Mas. Lovelaci: ; that she 
might serve her as a foil, and, with true 
French coquetry, inspire the gay ycmng 
Frenchmen with ideas of saying smart 
things and uttering elegant phrases, of 
complimentary comparison, advantage- 
ous to herself, but highly detrimental to 
the figure of the celebrated Mas. Love- 
lace. 

The French began to form a very poor 
idea pf English beauty; for while tbie 
ladies who composed the court of Louis, 
were dressed with that studied voluptu- 
ousness, which discovered every charm to 
advantage, the Fngli^ ladies appeared in 
their large ruffs, close concealed attrac- 
tions, and full gowns. This gained them 
the appellation of "English packets,'* 
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loaded with silk arid mtislin, of true 
britiah manufacture, never seen m France 
Before! But every one admired the 
Countess of Devmishire, who, though 
no longer young, it was easily perceived^ 
bad possessed, and BtiU xetaioed, in aa 
eminent degree, that charming fiEiscinaf- 
tion, so superior to correct beauty. The 
imne vivantt, the 'Countess of West*- 
nioreland, eagerly adopted every French 
fashion. She had been indefatigable in 
marrying her daughters to advantage; 
two were wedded to dukes, one to ft 
marqpuis, and tiie fourth to a wealthy 
baronet She was herself- still a fine 
woman, and her em Aon paint had no^t the 
clunaainess of that of Mrs. LovfiHACE. 
She therefore bared her shouldfrs a la 
iauv0ge^ . like the gay and ej quisitely 
formed wife of the minister of tit^ (marine. 
She uncovered her round arn^^s in i$nita- 



d by Google 



140 TniVATt HlStOIlY OF 



Excursions to France. 



tiori of all the white-armed gallic nymphs, 
who hovered round the court ; and from 
the coif, the 'kerchief, or beads, that con- 
fined her hair, she would draw out the 
straggling curls, and teach them to float 
on her cheek, like the luxuriant locks of 
the fair Jinanciere. Having long been 
celebrated for imbibing the juice of the 
** tuscan grape," she needed not the aid 
of French rouge to adorn her rosy coun- 
tenance* 

She paid indefatigable court to I^uis ; 
and though her house, and those of all 
the noblemen, who had married her 
daughters, must stand on the basis of 
their loyalty to the cause of York, she 
was, nevertheless, a firm fiiend to the 
Lancastrian party, and of course to 
Queen Margaret, whom she told one 
evening, in a large assembly, that she 
hoped to see her, in the company of 
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Louis^ eating their next ehristmaa dinner 
in the palace of the tower of London i 

France^ was, fit this time, crowded 
with Engli^ nobility; scarce a: duke, 
earl, or marquis was left in England. 
The half gentry aped tiidr superiors, 
and saved up a little m<niey, sufficient 
to procure them aa excursioti to this 
land of fancied delights. After two or 
three montfis sojournment there, these 
came home, a discredit to the country 
Aey had visited, and the standing jest 
ofdieirown. They pretended to foi^t the 
name of thear own Englbh coin, and could 
speak of nothing but sous^ livfcsi, and 
louii d'ors, to the astonishment of the 
tradesmen they were trafficking with; 
and smattered their outri and mbplaced 
French saifeences in every company which 
tbey knew could not understand the Ian*' 
gttatge. The needy and wretched advent 



Digitized by Google 



142 PRIVATE HISTORT.Oy 



£xcur8ioilB to France. 



turer, who, through extravagance or con- 
stant indigence, had but a trifling or pre- 
carious income, hastily fled to France, 
inrhich he fondly imagined was the land of 
riches, or where he could procure food 
and raiment for a mere spng. Wretched- 
ly deceived, he saw his folly too late; and, 
obliged to remain in a foreign country, 
where he could be hardly said to exist, 
he was compelled to labour hard for 
a livelihood, or desert his lawfol king, by 
joining in the plots of the worthless ruler 
of France, who was using all his endea- 
vours to harass and distress this country. 
But even then the adventurer's golden 
prospects ended in a dream; the wary 
Frenchman, afraid to trust him> '^and 
knowmg his principles to be dictated 
more by necessity than a love for the 
cause of France, rewarded him with half 
confidence, and but yery scanty eiQolu- 



d by Google 



THE COURT OF ENGLAND. 149 

Excm-aiona to Fraa ce- 

meats for his treachery; loving the 
"treason, but hating the traitor/' 
The leading ladies in this gallic excur? 
, sion, the Countesses of Devonshire and 
Westmoreland, were eager to repair home 
to display their acquirements in French 
fashions, and disseminate some novel 
system in the new school of elegance and 
reform. 

Before (hey quitted France, Lady West- 
moreland cordially shook Louis by the 
hand, thanked Jbim for all the civilities 
be had shewn her, and repeated her wish 
of seeing him enter Ix)ndon, in triumph. 
But Lord Hastings, who heard her, with 
much warmth, reproved her for her wunt 
of loyalty to his master. " My good Lord 
Chamberlain," said the countess, " I 
know your office. Close . at the ear of 
your royal master, you act the part of a 
tell-tale, and often regale him, wi^i^oma 
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scAndaloufr afiecdote, kt die expence of 
your friends. Tell him now, if you please,' 
ihU X have said; I value neither your 
master nor you." 

The countess of Devonshire seiisibly 
reproved her for the acrimony of her ex* 
presfilions to Lord Hastings, and hurried her 
Away to the ho^se of the rich financier s 
wife, to give her a pressing and cordial 
kfivitation to England ; which this fair 
daughter of a dancing girl ; promised to 
do her the honour of accepting. 

We complain, in this our day, of the 
little distinction that is observed in the 
Conduct of the high born and anciently 
titled nobility, with the nmcccau riche, 
who may chance to be the direct off- 
spring of the very lowest class. Alas! 
^^ there is nothing new under the sun.'*. 
Warwick was the lest of those English 

barons, whose ancient rights of birth, 

2 " 
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hdd even the crown in subjection. He 
stood alone in Itis high dignity, and the 
equalizing system was every day gaming 
ground. 

Equality owes its origin, more to licenti* 
ousness, than to humility. The king's 
once cherished favourite, Jane Shore, 
was countenanced by almost the whole of 
the nobility, because she was Edward's 
beautiful mistr^s, and because she had, 
at one time, unbounded influence over 
him; not on account of her being free 
from censure, except in that one faulty 
connexion, or of her being in every other 
respect, a woman of superior merit and 
excellence. No; —the new school had 
taught them, to look over the indiscre^ 
tians, as they gently termed them, of a 
inarried woman with a favoured lover> 
But bad the deluded Jane not lived in 
splendor, the chosen sultana of a gr^at 

V©J^ I. o 
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find powerful prince, the hi^-born lady 
would have disdained to hold a minute's 
conversation .with the humble wife of a 
goldsmith, had she been ever so faithful 
to virtue or to her marriage vows. *) 

Edward, just before he ratified his en- 
gagements with the Princess of Savoy, 
when he was the fixed and sole admirer of 
Lady Elizabeth Grey, was determined to 
part with every mistress to whom he had 
been before devoted ; and the afFectionatc 
Jane Shore was destined to follow the nuni* 
ber of those, whom he had already cast 
off fronrhis heart and protection. 

No female, rising from so obscure a 
situation, has, we believe, been more 
spoken of, by different historians, than 
this unfortunate womaiu Her story, in 
some respects, bears a similarity to &at 
of Maria De Rosenvault ; like her, well 
eduqated, and like her, she possessed a 
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mind formed, by nature, to be the throng 
of virtue. 

Born of poor, but respectable parentis 
she was married, early in life, to a 
wea:lthy citizen; where interest on the 
parents' side, more than inclination on the 
part of Jane, was consulted in the mar^ 
riage. She had cherished in her youthful 
breast a dahgerous passion, which look- 
ed to ho lower object than the princely 
Edward ; and when assailed by him, with 
all that art and persuasion he wajs master 
of, she forgot her duty, and yielded to Up 
solicitations. The other virtues, which, 
however, she still possessed, rendered 
her respectable, even in the eye3 of the 
most rigidly virtuous. For all the use 
. she made of her ascendancy over Edward, 
was to promote in him acts of beneficence, 
to oppose slander, even when it attacked 
her greatest enemies, and to relieve in- 
2 
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digence* These good offices were the 
generous dictates of her heart ; nor would 
she accept a present, or listen to the oflFers 
of reciprocal services. 

The ingratitude of those who had long 
been protected by her, and^ feasted at her 
expence, forsook her in the hour of dis- 
tress, and when the sun of roynl favour 
hod ceased to shine upon her. Had the 
generous Hastings lived, she would never 
kave known the want of a friend. Hk 
end is too well known to find a place in 
thb history, as it also happened after the 
demise of Edward. He had been long 
the unknown admirer of Jane Shore, even 
before her connexion with Edward ; and, 
next to the prince, no maij was more 
handsome, mpre elegant, or more capa- 
ble, by the gallantry of his manners, and 
tenderness of his heart, to succeed wiA 
tbe fair, especially in a court fiuned fQt 
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^lantiy, where every one had some 
tender attachment 

It has been often remarked (hat Lady 
Elizabeth Grey's pretended regard ftp- 
^Edward, was prompted chiefly by am- 
l^^ion. This may be well perceived, as she 
was entirely free from that anxiety, styled 
jealousy ; which is generally inseparable 
rfrorn b'ue love, which never can bear a 
nval in its privilege^. But Lady Eliz;^- 
,heth lived on terms of the greajte^t iij- 
iiaiacy with Mrs. Shore. Jane, it is tru^, 
jikd her powerful rival, was bigoted to 
J^ catholic religion, and Edward often 
4i3ed to say, ahe was never out of church; 
to which sacred place, and to every pub- 
iic amusement, Hastings' was her con- 
stant shadow, when hi? duties, sb hovd 
Chamberlain, permitted him those leisure 
moments. He followed her footsteps with 
delight, and lived upon her smiles. 
o3 
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When Edward ceased to be enamoured 
of a variety of females, and attached him- 
self to Lady Elizabeth alone, Jane ex- 
perienced that keen apd corroding anguish 
of the heart, which, losing the afficwtbns 
of &at it most loves, flies naturally to sop 
bosom its griefs to some chosen firiehd.* 
Her Edward had hecoipe totally estrsosii^ 
cd from her} if he deserted her, sdiehifl 
no where to shelter^ herself. Her g^e- 
rous soul bad thought not of ensuring a% 
^ture fortune for the hour of distress. 
Hastings saw her mind struggling y^th 
Ibisfortune, and joyfully stepped forward 
to relieve it He had, in the wildnesfr of 
youth, attached himself to a Mrs. Alida 
Bloipat, who had formerly been the kffid 
and confidential friendx>f Jane; but, seek^ 

* Spdman md other Wfltoriaiiii mtBnOy that Staae Sboi^ 
Bvcd with Lord Hastingi M hit mistlreflf, irflcr heiof desort, 
•dhgrEdbnrdilV. 
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how deeply she had captivated Hastings, 
^srsook her entirely, nor could this hap* 
less woman command a shilling from one 
of those numerous beings, who had former- 
iy been established in all the comforts of 
fife through her bounty. 
' Gratitude, together with the constant 
custom of disclosing her sorrows to Lord 
Hastings, caused her to feel for him a 
mare tender and attached confidence^ 
£dward perceived it ; and one day, de- 
^ siring to speak with Hastings, in private, 
he said to him, " I perceive you love my 
.mistress, Jane Shore." The confused 
rear! blushed, and, in great agitation, 
-stammered out, *^ Pardon me, my 
:liege-r-" ^ " Nay, man, deny it noti" 
^Qjd Edward, '^ I assure you, it affords 
me the sincerest pleasure; for I think 
i^y praying mistress would rather sup- 
port herself by the Lord Chamberlaia*s 
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staff^ than lean entirely on that of a de^ 
vout pilgnm, bound for Loretto ! So take 
her, my good Lord Chamberlain; and 
jnay you be only as happy with her as I 
have been: for, see, Lady Elizs^betii is 
coming, and to her I am solely rivet^ 
for the present: for — Heigho!— y«i 
Jcnow, my deai* fellow, I am about to bin^ 
myself for ever by those public and solemn 
lies, that the throne, the policy of my state^ 
and my own dignity, require of me. 
Heaven grant 1 m-iy be able to love ray 
Princess ! — but oh, William, my friend, 
she never can be dear to this heart, likjp. 
my adored Elizabeth." 

Hastings made no reply, but could not 
help mentally exclaiming, " Oh that yoa 
were not thus. enchained ! that to the gen- 
tle Jane you would rather devote yourself, 
sooner than to one who seeks only her 
own aggr,an<iizement. Let her I love be 
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for ever lost to me, and may Hastings 
alone be the victim of disappointed love, 
a willing sacrifice to the gloiy and happi-r 
ness of his royal master !" 

In a few days after this interview with 
Hastings, Edward sent for Jane to his 
apartment. — " My dear Jane/' said he, 
*^ we must part." 

*^ A\bs^\ my Lord," said she, bursting 
into tears. 

*' Hear me," said Edward. " Be as- ' 
sured, I shall ever regard you; but lam 
married ; and I have vowed, before God, 
that to my wife ialone will I devote my- 
self:" 

' This was undoubtedly an equivoque on 
the part of Edward, and might be takeii 
either as applicable to his preseot engage^ 
ment with Lady Elizabeth, or the ties that 
l)Ouhd him to the Princess of Savoy. 

" Hastings loves you," continued ho j 
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*^ he is the best and truest of subjects, 
and the worthiest among men. Take this 
ring— wear it for my sake. My dear 
Jane, my finances are very low; I cait 
do nothing for you; but Hastiii^ is 
wealthy and generous, and will protect 
you as you deserve. Farewell ;— »believ? 
me ever your friend." 

It was contrived, on her departure, that 
Hastings shpuld throw himself in her 
way. Dangerous situation! when the 
heart, softened by grie^ experiences a 
kindling attachment Bitter were the 
tear;s she shed, it is true ; but they fell on 
the bosom of Hastings; Dried by flie hand 
of tenderness and benevolence, they soon 
ceased to flow. Her munificent lover 
prevented every wish ere she .had well 
formed it ; he gave her opportunities and 
the means of relieving the indigent and 
oppressed j—^he greatest pleasure he could 
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afford her generous heart ; and remained 
the fond and honourable protector of this 
misguided but amia:ble female; till his 
premature and tragical death left her to 
endure many succeeding years of penury, 
atid to close her life under all the horrors 
of complicated distress. 
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CHAP, XII. 



A SffOHT PEACE Wltlt A TREACHEEOV$ 
EiffEMY* 



£v«ry man*s ooucwnce is a thousand swords, 
Tq fight agnnst a Uood-stain*d homicide. 

tHAlLBtPEARK. 



THE beautiful wife of the Parisian 
financier hastened to perform her promise ' 
of paying a visit to England ; and, soon 
after the departure of the belies of nobi-^ 
bility from Paris, this celebrated Ikdy ar- 
rived at the court of London. * 

While her soft and attractive charmif^ 
influen^;^ Englishmen in her favour/ thef 
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most of them gave the palni of superiority 
to the native beauties of their own island. 
:Whatever innovations fashion may pro- 
due^ yet modesty ever will be the pecu* 
liar charm of Britannia's daughters. They 
know.jKit how.to divest themselves en- 
tirely of this endearing quality ; the fisdnt 
Telics of it will appear in those who have 
professionally laid it aside ; and, however 
the gay female, who. lives in reputation, 
anaythrow oiF. the outward garment, in 
-compliance with ridiculous custom, an 
oyerspreading blush and a downcast eye 
shew, that the mind of an English woman 
is,ipcapable of casting off its inward veil 
of jwrity, 

; Whaj^^. the disisipation of a depraved 
cotot may allow, or whatever free ideas 
tl]^ .fashionable and hi^bora women of 
qi|aj% may adopt, whicb^ i$i tiesurh^g her 
to cast off vulgar prejudices, too ofleB 

VOL. I, p 
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cause her to lay aside the prfalcipl6si$f 
virtue and delicacy, yet the majiMr part '4f 
the En^sh were much shocked at dife 
nudity of the exotic fiwr one* The ysnifai 
find maidens blushed as they pass^ te 
in the public walks ; tike sober eit^sft 
feind^ their wives held up thdr him^fxA 
eyes ; the canailie laughed^ and made^itfe 
of coarse expressions ; while her qdaiitjr 
supporters walked on each side of ^ 6& 
Paiisian in triumph, habited nrarl]^ in tt|^ 
same style with herself, whose mtri 
dress, or rather undress, was more-wob- 
deted at, than her lovely fistoe or pedint 
form were i^plauded^ She walked^ i«^ 
blushing, amidst her numerous gaadi, 
inwardly ridieuling the awkwaixiitaitatiOD 
of her fashionable copyists^ and the gothk 
appearance of thei En^vahyBmrgemmt 
She wa& entirely eicluded from tk 
tH>tice of the Ducheis of York* That 0$- 
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jCi^Hfiiit lady wifitied to bajiiab^a^ much as 

ipoMy^H fi^om her eirole, all Gdlic cus- 

dwisf which n^eK then, arrived at aa 

rffaunp^ing fad^ of depravity. And, when 

-tpe^xftea speak x)f the licentious court of 

iBngtod,; it is by no means intended to 

tioqfdliBat^ the amiable and august mother 

£e££4ward. The courtiers that composed 

^9iM«nQ were inost of them votaries of 

}iiKi$ip«ticin ; but to the g^eat and valuable 

^weids of E4ward, virtue and merit were 

imspte indeiuingpasspcMTts than nobility, to 

AMe eo)<»rtiers who shone in their circle ; 

Itftd t|ie esteem and fevour they received 

fiei^nv those worthy personages were the 

.efiects of their des^t and renown in the 

i«rvice of their country. 

. Tjbe Countess of Devonshire continued 

to least and cherish the lovely stranger, 

«;«tK> kuighed inwardly at her profuseness : 

' p«bticl)Feakfast8, masques, tournametits,' 

p3 
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were all performed to do faer hommj 
But Madame was weary of her sojouni- 
ment amongst such barbarkns, a& sbe 
was pleased to denpminate the English,; 
and in haste to return to the festive cpi^ 
she had left, especially as she focmd h^ 
mission to this country in no way of sac^ 
ceeding. * ♦ . >» 

The artfiil Louis, kpowmg the amflroiis 
complexion of £4ward9 had sent tt^ 
lovely woman^ to endeavour, hy all tlie 
persuasions of superior beauty,. JQine4 to 
^ most captivating conversaJtion,, to drak 
him in to sign a negotiation, by jia me»)t 
advantageous for England, but hi^% sa 
for the French monarch. 

But Edward, in regard to the. channs 
pf women, had become marble. Sqlely 
attached to the powerful attractions ol 
Lady Elizabeth Grey, if the loye of f^ n^w 
pbj^ct §hot across his thoughts, it was the 
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f^cess <tf Saroy, adorned with all that 

youth, innocence, blooming health, BXkd 

Innate modesty could combine to make 

her lovely and alluring among women. In 

the contemplation of her charms, even 

l:^dy Elizabeth was remembered no more. 

' And 'now a scene of charity was opened 

that reflected the highest honour on the 

n^tJMEN OF ENGXAiJD, cvery one of 

"Hrhicti became emulous in providing for 

the widows and orphans of those brave 

men who had ifallen in the late war with 

France, and large subscriptions were 

levied throughout the whole kingdom. 

The treactery of France was at work. 
Great preparations, on their part, were 
■making for war; while theEn^ish, they 
'imagined, fancied themsekes securely at 
peace. But nmny loyal Yorkists having,- 
gone to France, on parties of pleasure, 
merely td s^ the country, informed their 
? 3 
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kihg^ on their return, with the faostte 
preparations of Loui8. Edward wished 
to form those alliances which rm^ 
strengthen his kingdom, and enable^tim 
to meet his artful foe with equal'force^ i 

Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy^ 
made a treaty with England to unite^ is 
this war. The motives of the DukQ-in 
this^ were, however, purely selfish ; far 
little was to be depended upon either 
with him or the French monarch, bo^ 
bad and despicable princes. , 

Margaret again became tipublesome to 
Edward. The throne began to totter; 
for En^and had made a peace, which ha4 
disgusted even the lower classes, who 
generally cry out for peace, at itU events. 
But the short duration of this, and t^ 
determined war .that followed, only pnoh 
mised fresh expences and hazard^ 

lx)rd Scales^ who was then at the. kea4 
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of administration^ was a wise and virtuous 
ioi^aij but of too pacific a nature^ and ill 
fturmed for the troublous times of Ed- 
ward's 'reign. There wanted a person of 
talerits uncommonly superior, at the com- 
mencement of a war that threatened to be 
ipost arduous and momentous* 
:^ The great Cobham again undertook 
tbe guidance of the helm of state ; and 
fetumed to the ministry, from his retire^ 
tnent, with the power of a " giant refresh^ ; 
ed/^ He opposed his deep penetration 
against the secret machinations of France, 
aitd war was again declared against that 
Ration. 

':' A ludicrous war also took place be- 
tween Edward and the Countess of West- 
moreland, which became the reigning 
Conversation of the day for some time« 
Hastings had told Jane Shore the express- 
wm the Countess had made use of at th9 , 
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court of Louis ; and Jane told it, in coftfi^ 
dence, to Lady Elizabeth Grey, who re- 
ported it to the prince^ At a masque 
given to the princes of the blood, and the 
nobility, by Lady Stanley, Edward, m- 
great indignation, told the Countess of 
Westmoreland of her imprudence, and^ 
evinced a serious displeasure at her dis- 
loyal expressions. She firmly denied Ac 
charge, and insisted on his giving up the- 
author; literally declaring, if she did find 
him out, she would give him " a bv.v m| 
the mr r In those days, we mu^ n^' 
look for the i^finement of expressicto that 
we at present enjoy. Edward h^d too; 
much honour to give up his author, but 
assured hjr ladyship, he could depend oq 
the veracity of his informer. The Caun- 
tcss was in a rage, and tellmg the Prince, 
it w^fi onily an invention of his own, to 
calumniate her, ti^ became irrecjwicikf ' 
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able, to the no small mortification of the 
Countess, who had often quaffed a bowl 
of wine with Edward, and whom she 
tjBally esteemed, whatever might be her 
^od wishes to Louis and the Lancastnan 
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CHAP. XIIL 



A CESSATION TO TBE EARTHLY SORROW ^ 
OF AN UNFORTUNATE, 



On sume fond breast the parting aool rdies ; 

Some pious drops the changing state requires ^ 
£*en from the tomb the voice of nature cries j 

E'en in our ashes live their wonted fires. 

ORAT*B ELIGT. 



NEARI^Y about this period, the lov^ 
Maria de Rosenvault, m the prime of iHi? 
and yet possessed of the same dBgelii} 
countenance as ever, though depriyed q£ 
the use of her sylph-like limbs, paid tfa( 
last awful debt of nature. Before we tate 
a final leave of this victim of man'$ ia^ 
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constancy and caprice, we must be per- 
mitted to temark the close of that life, 
over whose brightest momacits of sunshine^ 
hurig the scarce-ever-wavering, but conti- 
nually lowering, clouds of severe misfor- 
tune* 

The officer, who appeared brave and 
generous, and of the most cultivated un- 
derstanding, under V^hose protection the 
sentiments of friendship, combining with 
that interest she felt for her daughter, had 
induced her to place herself, proved Uy 
her an afflicting scourge for all her former 
errors. To exculpate him from the ca- 
httoiiy li^hich had assailed himi, of his hav-^ 
»g/joined the Lancastrian party, and als6 
to retrieve him from pecuniary embar-- 
Moments, brought oh himself by his ex- 
travagance, Maria would, with indefati- 
ge^le kindnesd, rise from her bed in thfe, 
dead of night, traverse the country in k 
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litter, or on horseback, — ^for convenient 
carriages for speed were then unlaiown,r— 
and often prove to Iiis actusers aend slan- 
derers, by her refined sense of reasoning 
and convincing proofs,' how basely he was 
calumniated; while, from her scanty 
purse, she would satisfy, as far as she was 
able, his clamorous creditors, or, by her 
6weet persuasions j render them patient 
and merciful towards him* 

In the height of an ardent fever did she 
once set out on one of those perilous ex- 
peditbns ;' and, falling asleep in an open 
litter, she manifestly endangered her Ufa 
A severe rheumatism was the- result, 
which deprived her for ever of the use, of 
her limbs. 

Oh Thou! who wcarest a God-like 
form, to whom woman is to look up,, for 
not only superior endowmcints, but also 
iiuperior virtue, say, amidst all thy deep 
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researches, ijf thou could'st yet find what 
was most wanting ki the donation of vir* 
tues that thy Almighty Former im- 
.planted within thy breast ? — No ! not one 
was wanting. He, when he called the« 
.into being, gave thee every virtue; but 
passion, sensuality, and an incontrolablc 
power, given liiee by the blind policy of 
nations, has rooted the sweetest, the most 
angelic, from thy mind, as far as relates 
to weak and credulous woman! Ask 
thy own corrupt heart, when the slave of 
fashion and vice, and conscience will 
loudly echo to it, that it is gratitude I 

The daughter of Maria, it has been re- 
marked before, was in that interesting 
state of life when adolescence, aided by 
every feminine attraction, possesses its 
sweetest charms — ^unconscious worth, and 
native innocence*. With the mo»t infan- 
rtihe and graceful compfacence did she 

VOL* I. a 
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endeavour, by every amiable attention,^ %^ 
please the protector of her unhappy mor ^ 
ther ; and, with fescinating mivetS, woul| 
she anticipate each domestic wish, t<). rea- 
der his iiome as dear to him as possible; 
Her mother's ill health, her mournful re- 
flections on the various vicissitudes of hef 
life, depressed her natural gaiety, and 
gave a plaintive and melancholy turn iq 
her conversation, ill suited to the frivolity 
of the age she lived in. And now, witii 
deep-felt horror, her penetrating eye s^ 
an illicit love kindling in the breast of 
him, she fancied most her friend, for Jier 
beloved daughter. This, it is genersdW 
thought, hast^ied her dissolution; hv^ 
while ability remained, she sketched the 
eventful history of her sufferings, as a valu- 
able and warning legacy for a dau^ter^ 
exemplarily virtuous; and who spume^ 
with spirit, the degrading offers, fromt ^ 
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betrayer of female honour ; in- 
debted to her mother for credit, fame, 
itnd reputation. 

The sweet hope, now, of a provision 
fcr her daughter vanished. For this 
cterished idol of her affections she h^^d 
k^irificed herself and her principles ; but 
lodigi&nce seemed to be the only inheri- 
iance fsbs should be able to bequeath 
her. 

^' In the midst of her fallen reputation, 
and When her mind was a prey to the* 
ti^tterest anguish^ De Rosenvault could 
iidt but see end ad(>re the virtue he had 
feice despised, and the native purity of 
^at wife, to whom he had been cruelly 
and repeatedly fiuthless, during the short 
tube they lived together. He wished, ^t 
the time even when she was assailed by 
these last complications of misfortjine, to 
he again united to. her ; but such was her 
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high sense of conjugal honour that, fiot tiSS' 
infidelity or neglect," but her own eiToSrsI 
prevented her from accepting the offered 
redohciliation. She determined never to 
bring back to his bosom a wife, • who hatf 
departed from the paths of virtue ;aifid^* 
having once deviated from the lin^ ^i^' 
rectitude, though to a Pithless and <feis^ 
picftble husband, jshe resolved never ft^' 
see hun more. 

With difficulty a noble friend obta&ibd 
ff om her first and loyal lover a small mfiJ^ 
nuity, to be insured to her daii^iter4^^ 
This sweetened h^ latter moments, whidi^ 
were rapidly approaching. vrs 

She entreated her body^might be bmieidi 
in a cemetery belonging to one of > ib^ 
royal palaces; that the gay, the tbou^tti^ 
less, Edward might, as he contemplittei}^ 
th$ imrfow and n^ournful habitation' cl^ 
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im be had once loved to well, ca^^t a 
tiHHight from the scenes of luxury and 
pteksure towards tiie chambers of death ; 
wh(Bre the beauty, whose smile had once 
(^Kised happinejss through his soul, and 
^nepoilbed it with rapture and delight, 
^ neglected by him in her last moments, 
a&d was there confounded' with the dust 
ofdefcdrmity. 

We know fiot the agitated thoughts of 
^ ^ool that, with one foot on the thres- 
hold (^eternity, casts back a longing look 
t» mH it leaves dear on earth. It is na* 
tupid to auppose, that Maria, when she 
gave her }ast solemn injunction to be 
famied in that spot, imagined she saw 
i^wknd, with whom, in the infancy of 
dlpir lotty she had often taken the rural 
JBt$^ now wandering near her hamble 
toml^, with bis intended bride, rich in all - 
ft 3 
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the pride of youthful charms, a[ royal and 
a happy rival. She might fancy the con^^ 
science of Edward whispering in Im 
breast many a reflective tribute to tiit^ 
woith of her he had for ever lost, ^uadt 
giving a sigh to her unhappy fate. And 
that, as he cast his eyes with delight .on a 
face wbiph, though lovely , could noteqiial 
Maria's; while the unavoidable comparii^. 
son might reproach him fot his cn«el neg^ 
ligence ip deserting her, might, she praye(^ 
bring to his bosom that sincere penitence^ 
which should determine him to dierisb 
the blooming treasure he was yet in pOM 
session of» Perhaps her fond imag^ 
tion figured to itself her royal lover dafif 
ping a tear over her ashes^. From biaii 
she incessantly loved, the bare .ideat^f^ 
such a testimony of tenderness^ woii^ 
afford her comfort even iu death* .'. - 
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- She spoke but little on the day of her 
d6cease> and seemed absorbed in deep 
. ineditation. The last words she uttered, 
lifaoiit two hours before her dissolutkniy 
"were comprised in a* blessing, the mckst 
fefVent, oh her darling daughter* 
' So died Maria de Rosenvault ; formed 
for virtue, but an unwilling Ticdm to the 
vicea of otiiers* With a heart open to 
etery generous and sympathetic feeling 
ber haml would bestow the4ast shilling ia 
her posseiBsion;, knowing that the morrow 
brcMight her no certainty of another, 
Wilhllie keenest anxiety for a daughter's 
pxiiity, she was obliged to support her hy 
ilHng in an unlawful commerce wi& 
^se; whose conduct made her des{Hsc 
their persons, while necessily.oWiged her 
Id^ submit to their will; and: oftentimet 
undergo a penance, t)ie moiA severe tam 
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delkarte aiid ^Ung 'min^ that of com? 
ptacently r^ivin^, at her contersazionc^ 
^e titled Ubertine/ whoie principled wterti 
atbes^m and imniorality ; and the haughty 
bMUty, high in splendid Mfe, who set Tirr 
tue at deface, laughed at female mo- 
jdtaty) and biuifshed it from her discourse; 
Tfa^re Yioe ^iled in her doiftagious ef- 
forts ; and the youUifiil mind^ Hrhile H i3 
too easily warmed by the smooth-tongued 
^^phistry of the etegant and sensible man 
of fashion^ 4tid the refined potish of the 
^eettm^y ddicaibe and msmuatiiig femide 
sedti<^r^ dies affii^Ued and diBi^tttd 
ftota ^peft ttjnd daring licentkmsnesf) 
which, tinmasked, ipeedily defeats il4 
ot^ unhallowed pur|>ose. So the daugh- 
ter of the Qt^brtamtite Maria tamed i9b^ 
hditism fr^mi the pHAi of i?ice, i?)iidi» t<| 
htr fbfleeti^g Kind, ^ppe«rsd diteMed cf 
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all its flowery enamel, and shewed to her, 
by the afflictions of her mother, that its 
uraiks were choaked up with tbi^ thorns of 
sorrow md remoc^6» 
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Tlien Witt I raine aloft the mUk white roM*, 
tVith whose sweet smeU the air shall be perfumed. 

8BAKE8PBAltK<F 

THE House of York, at this time^ 
seemed wanting in no support; but, 
fixed on an apparently firm foundation at 
home, thought only of ensuring her cour, 
quests abroad, and bumbling the pride of 
France and her allies. \ 

But the demon of discord again seemp4 
to unite his force against the happiness of 
the Yorkists; and the best blood ip th^ 

• Derice of the House of York, 
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Idogdom was to be shed as a Bacrifice for 
£dwardV crimeB and fillies. From pri- 
▼ate enemies of the virtuoua Princess of 
Savoy, or from what cai^se was unknow|i^ 
he took, or appealed to take^ ^a rooted 
aversion to her, and refused to ratify the 
treaties of his marriage, dedaring be 
never ^¥Ould unite- his fete to her's. 

The iiope^ of Lady Elizabeth again 
strengthened) and it is tiniversaliy be- 
lieved, that she and her confessor were the 
ehfef agents in a plot to calumniate this 
Htifoftunate m^ woFthy priocess. It is 
Tery certain she shewed, »o longer, a re- 
pugnance at receiving the visits of jAe 
priiice; and the tie of his affectieaior 
her eeemed now more itidassoluble dian 
ever. , . 

Wsorwick, enraged ait his duplicity^ no 
Iclnger ttbleto^ endure ^ conduct of the. 
smn wk> had thus cftUed his int^ty m 
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question at the court of 3^voy, $u3d irm 
yfhom he ha(l also received the mo^t yiru- 
lent abuse for his virtuous e^postulatioasi 
quitted his party for ever, and united 
himself to the house of Lancaster* 

The namepf Warwick, skilled in ariQjSt 
5 brave as a lion, difFuse^d terror agaipst 
whoever he marched. A large body,, p ooj- 
t posed of the chief nobility and bravest 
•soldiers in the kingdom, revolted from 
'^ward, to join their belove4 Warwick. 
;£ven Lord jjEiastin^, whose loye and 
loyalty, to fa^s master wei;e prpverbipj, felt 
•hiniself wavering, and half inclined to /oj- 
dow the earl ; but he reiSepted on the con* 
'fidence whiph Edward plaped ia him, ^od 
iin which he was d^termine^ tQ fall^ sooner 
than abuse. .. 

' Lady. £li9ab(^th trembled at the .disaf- 
fection of the peers, wd wi^ fearful, all 
:kier hopes of being. Queen .of £agl$ai 



d by Google 



THE COURT 0? ENGtAlTD. 181 

• A Trhunph. 

wbuid, by this untimely revolt, be for 
ever blighted, by the means of her in- 
trigues to strengthen her power. With 
tears she besought Lord Hastings, who, 
she knew, had great influence over the 
minds of the people, not to desert his 
prince in this perilous moment. His 
own noble principles of loyalty, and not 
the artifice of Lady Elizabeth, were the 
springs that actuated his conduct. He 
had long perceived the deep- veiled ambi* 
tion of this lady ; and was particularly ar- , 
dent in his wishes to see the Princess of 
Savoy in possession of her just rights. 
He was now commanded by Edward to be 
for ever silent on that subject; and, though 
the despotic feature of the times obliged 
him to obey the royal mandate, he was 
strenuously determined not to pay his 
court to Lady Elizabeth, farther than 

the cold and distant rules of poUteness 
vol*. I. R 
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due to her sex and rank in life required. 
The ideas he entertained of her exactly 
corresponded with those of an unfortunate 
Lollard, who expired m prison for utter- 
ing the, following expression : — " If she is 
really a princess, I owe her houpage 83 
the spouse of Edward ; but, if only Eli?fh 
beth Grey, I think her no more virtupua, 
nor more to be respected, than the jni^ 
tress of another man." 

Though Hastings, and several other 
noble lords, still kept firmly attached to 
Edward, and rallied all the foroe they 
were able, to oppose the rebels; yet this 
unfortunate alienation of the Earl of War- 
wick, from the cause that he had so long 
mid faithfully served, greatly weaken©! 
the house of York : and the heir of Lan- 
caster wa^ hastening on with a powerful 
p,rmy, to take fixed possession of the 
^one. How often thus do we soe ]^ 
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vate miquitiedy and the profanation of 
sacred vows, bring on an increase of 
national calamities ! 

All who possessed the mild and tender 
virtues of humanity foresaw, with pain, 
the terrific prospect (rfa reign like that of 
Margaret of Anjou ; for it was she who 
governed, and not the meek and pious 
Henry VIr Long had that prince, more 
fitted for the cloister than the throne, re- 
signed his sceptre into the hands of a 
woman possessed of masculine powers, 
wiA courage to defend, and spirit to 
maintain, her regal dignity; but who was 
so devoid of all the softer feelings of her 
«ex, that she united to that manly bravery 
a savage and revengeful cruelty. 

Possessed of such a general as War- 
wick, she now carried ruin and devasta- 
tion amidst all the parly of the house of 
York. 



Digitized by Google 



184 . PHIVATE HISTORY OF 

^ A Trimnph. ~_ 

Lady Elizabeth Grey saw, with angulA 
and disappointment, the threatened dowB- 
fal of her ambition. Edward, in his seri- 
ous moments of reflection, still did ho- 
mage in his heart to the superior virtue 
and charms of the Princess oi Sayoy. 
But as Warwick had ever shewn himsdif 
the strenuous supporter of her rights, and, 
with open admiration, descanted on the 
attractions of her person, it afforded bar 
enemies the means of laying a black aild 
atrocious plot against her; and, while the 
heart of Edward, often prone to excellent 
impressions, seemed pleading in her fa- 
vour, a new scene of unheard of calumiy 
took rise, and slander, with envenomdi 
tongue, declared Warwick to be her ac* 
cepted and highly favoured adorer; wiio 
was, in effect, fighting to establish hiin<- 
aelf Qv^ the English throne, iil3tead of 
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Henry VI. when he would declare the 
princess queen. 

Edward, at the feet of Lady Elizabeth, 
mgain renewed his solemm oath, of never 
smiting with the Prineess Bona; and 
bouitd himself by another, equally solemn, 
^ a public marriage with Lady Elizabeth, 
mid triumphant coronation, if ever he 
liiovid recover a throne seemingly now 
for ever lost to him. 

The army, commanded by Warwick, 
• still continued victorious ; and every day 
^rfi^med new feats of valour, with in- 
€Feaseii success. Flushed with conquest, 
Margaret of Anjou committed some un- 
ties^ of and taunting cruelties on the 
YoA party ; wJiich gready alienated those 
ef her ft^iowers^ who were but new in 
her service, and whom tiie name of tiie 
l^loved Warwick, alotie, had brought 
ever to enlist under her standard, 
b3 
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A part of her army, disgusted with her 
sanguinary proceedings, began already to 
desert over to Edward; who, throwii^ 
off the reBtraint his brother had laid hira 
uiider, was collecting a chosen band of 
brave and hardy warriors, and, by one 
desperate effort, he resolved to regain bis 
crown, or lose his life. He met the 
queen's party, headed by the noble and 
ill-fated Warwick^ in the memorable plap 
of Tewkesbury; in which battle that un- 
fortunate general was slain. 

Margaret now saw her llite sanguine 
and brilliant hopes for ever departed. 
Her prime bulwark wa^ gone. Har 
army, seeing their leader slain, deseited 
by multitudes, and rallied themselves 
under the banners of the house of Yiork^ 
The woman prevailed over the Axnazicm, 
aiid she fled from the scene of combat^ 



Digitized by Google 



tAe court of ENGLAND. 187 
A 'I'riumph. 



bathed in tears ; the first she had shed in 
^11 her adverse campaigns ; for, with War- 
!wick, she knew every gleam of hope was 
^d. Those who followed him into the 
^Id, wherever he went, from affection to 
his person, were no longer attached to 
her interests. 

' When woman forgets all the softer vir- 
tues. of her sex, for which alone she was 
designed; when the camp becomes her 
delight, and scenes of rapine and carnage 
render callous thie heart, which, enshrined 
ioni a frame of delicacy, evinces that it 
oaght to be the seat of tenderness ; she 
gains few proselytes, and scarce one sin- 
cere friend. 

The impetuosity of blind revenge, and 
de^ly injured honour, had stimulated 
Warwick, in the anguish of conflicting 
passions, to follow the fortune^ $nd attach 



d by Google 



188 PRIVATE HISTORY OF 

^A Triumpb. 



himself to the cladms, of the wretched 
Margaret. Their beloved leader aldi^ 
his followers thought of her no more; 
they recollected their beloved prince, 
who, in the midst of all his indiseretiom 
and faults, was generous, brave» and land^ 
to the meanest of his soldiery. . > *>- 

When his fine form appeared in the 
plains of Tewkesbury, he seemed like « 
bright star dropped from the firm^onent^ 
to guide them to a safe and tranquil port^ 
" Long live," said they^ ^^ the noble £d^ 
ward ! and firm for ever jstand the illusts* 
ous pillars of the house of York !" The 
cry soon became universal; Queen Mar- 
garet's followers quitted the field is ndiffT 
may ; and Edward was crowned, widi the 
unanimous consent of the peofiie. 

Heairy VL was now :safefy lod^pA im 
those apartianeaats of the Tow^, lyineb 
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vme destined to prisoners of state; a 
captive in bis own kingdom, near the 
palace of his successful opponent 

Margaret, who detested his pusillani- 
mity, was by no means the kind and gen- 
tle soother of his sorrows. But, much as 
we may dislike this woman's want of fe- 
minine amiability^ yet sour misfoitune, 
whenever she triumphs, pains the feeling 
heart; and -whosoever feels the arrow 
from her sure-strung bow, deserves com- 
miseration. So the sad fall of Margaret 
cannot fail of exciting pity, even in those 
who condemn her masculine conduct 

Harassed, as she was, by her late des-» 
perate defeat, she still hoped to procure 
some force from France to enable her 
again to enter the field against Edward ; 
mad at last she effected her escape, in the 
disguise of a country gentleman, attended 
by the Duke of Somerset, who had foU 
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lowed her faithfully in all her misfortunes, 
and who habited himself now in the dis- 
guise of a menial servant 

Their plans appeared to promise suc- 
cess; and the noble fugitires began their 
intended enterprize. 
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CHAP. XV. 

THE SAD CHANCE OF WAR. 

Vvt touchM the highest pointy 

And from that full meridian of my glory 

I than fall 

Like a Inright exhalation in the ereuingi 
And no man see me more ! 



SHAKBSrEARt. 



LEAVING Mar^ret, and her faith- 
ful companion in misfortune, to pursue 
their hazardous journey, the memorable 
day of Tewkesbury must be again re- 
▼erted to ; where, though a complete vie** 
tory was gained by the Yorkists, they lost 
the pride of all their heroes, the match* 
less Lord Fauconberg, whose unexam^ 
pled deeds of valour have been before 
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spoken of. He was son to that Lord 
Fauconberg who was killed at the battle 
of Ravenspur. 

Our navy, then,. did hot. approach, in 
any degree, to that zenith of glory it at 
present boasts ; for though Lord Faucoiir 
berg frequently protected the sea, against 
the intrusions of our gallic neighbours^ 
he was also often called into the fields 
during the combats of civil war. 

This undaunted and successful hero, 
whom no' danger could intimidate, or 
numbers overawe, seemed, on the morn- 
ing of this decisive battle, to have a pre? 
sentiment of his approaching fate. He 
penned his last testament, and bequeath- 
ed to a female friend he highly valued, 
and whom, after his wife, he made men- 
tion of with the tenderest regard, a castle 
he possessed in one of the pleasantest 

counties in England, with a part of his 
3 
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fortune; and recommended her to the 
kind protection of the government, when 
he should be no more. He knew the 
love that the king and people bore to him; 
and that they would faithfully attencl to 
his dying request, and hold it sacred. In 
his pocket book was fouild a hasty prayisr, 
addressed in fervency to the Supreme 
Being, imploring success to that cause 
in which he was engaged, and recom- 
mending his own spirit to Him who 
gave it. 

By a skilful manoeuvre of his troops, 
he might be said to mow down whole 
ranks of the enemy; and he fell, just as 
the shout of Victory announced the con- 
clusion of this memorable battle; as if, 
having atchieved all that was great and 
Wonderful for his country. Heaven had 
reserved this glorious moment for his 
death ; and destined that the stain of his 

VOL. I. s 
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blood on the laurels that encircled Iw 
brow^ should preserve them in immortal 
and unfading verdure, through recording 
^ges. 

Warlike and magnanipfious spirit of 
PembrokCi forgive an appearance oS 
partial praise, unfelt by the author o( 
this humble essay! Truly sensible of 
thy exalted worth, it was declared<^ in the 
commencement of this history, that the 
fondest partiality knew not to which the 
preference of valour and virtue could be 
accorded. But at the time marked by 
these records, the gallant Pembroke lived; 
idolized by the people, adored by his 
monarch, and loved and valued by bb 
private friends j the charm of society, the 
ornament of a court, the scou^ of 
France, and of every hc^tile enemy ta 
thftt state which Pembroke defended with 
the brightest deeds of valour, accompa- 
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nied with the most ardent zeal and un* 
shaken fidelity. 

Tears streamed down the cheeks of 
Edward, at beholding the fall of this firm 
and loyal supporter of his house, the va- 
liant Fauconberg. Every healing art was 
assayed, but life was fied for ever. By 
an order fi*om the court, the heros re- 
mains were fixed on a bed of state ; and 
masses for the repose of his soul were 
performed in every church and monastery 
in the kingdom. 

' A funeral, of the utmost magnificence 
was the last testimony of affection and 
gratitude that England could give her la^ 
mented hero. The solemn train moved 
in uwful procession through the city of 
London, whose streets were overlaid with 
the finest graveL The mournful silence 
^at was preserved, rendered the sad 
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scene most beautifully impressive. Not 
a breath, not a murmur .was heard, but 
every eye seemed crystallized with. a tear. 
.The voices of the priests faultered, as they 
chanted the requiem before . the body of 
the hero which was borne on a triumphal 
car. Edward followed, and.wa,§ a mot*^ 
ner indeed! After him the other pijnces 
of the blood, with the nobles, cardinal^ 
bishops, and inferior clergy. 

The body was carried in: this magnifi- 
cent manner to the church, which was 
formerly situated where now stands the 
cathedral church of St Paul, where the 
Cardinal of York pronounced a funeral 
oration ; and, while the chorus of priests 
sang the de prqfundis, the grief of tlie 
audience could no longer be restrained ; 
an universal sigh . burst from the over- 
jcharged bosoms of the mourners^ and not 
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an eye but paid its flowing tribute to the 
valiant and lamented Fauconberg. 

While England thus mourned for her 
departed hero, the keenest anxiety was 
felt by her true and loyal friends,, for 
the conservation of him, who presided at 
the helm of affairs, the illustrious Cob*- 
ham ; whose ill health, from his great 
mental exertions, for the welfare of his 
country, filled every patriotic bosom with 
alarm, and their most ardent prayers 
were offered up, for his recovery, so 
Tieccssary to the preservation of the 
state. 

The intriguing I/>uis, although deeply 
chagrined by the triumph of the house of 
York, laid his plans to bring over the 
Duke of Burgundy to form en alliance 
with him; though the treacherous Duke 
pretended to be the friend of Edward. 
s3 
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Perhaps the epithet of treachery may be 
too forcible, as the possessions of the 
Duke of Burgundy lying so exposed to 
those of the French King, his motives 
might be dictated by the fear of losii^ 
those possessions, when he knew the iiv 
triguing spirit of Louis, aided by sopowr 
erful a minister or adviser as De Corn- 
mines. 

Louis, ever disposed to attack th^ 
weakest, now was bitter in his invectivf 
against the Duchess of Burgundy. It was 
she, as he declared, who fomented her Im- 
brand's hatred to him; who, from her r^ 
Jationship to . Edward, promoted every 
plan of alliance with this country : wbea 
,too late, she would see her error, and , 
:" her fair eyes be drowned in tears;'' and 
wretched should he be to see such beauty 
in distress. More beautiful than wise, 
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iMs weak princess listened to the flattering 
encomiums which he uttered by his am- 
bassador ; and wrought, • with her faif 
hands, a scarf for him, who was sent by 
the artful Louis, to undermine the ducal 
dominion of hcf imbecile and worthless 
husband. 

On the other hand, the mother of Ed- 
ward, who, no doubt, regarded her as her 
daughter, urged her on to strengthen the 
bonds of alliance that had been formed 
by her marriage with the duke, and also 
^th the treaty lately si^ed between him 
«iid the prince her son. She undertook 
then to demonstrate to Charles, who did 
not well deserve the, name of Bold, what 
ii^as the general opinion concerning him. 
The duchess told her husband he was not 
thought brave; that it was fancied that he 
was afraid of putting himself at the bead 
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of his army. Thus, like a Vaiie, blown by 
all winds, the beauteous, but trifling, sis* 
ter of Edward was made a tool in the 
hands of either party. Always to be found 
at the head-quarters of her husband, the 
French monarch wished ijer to be inform- 
ed, that circumstances, threatening tho 
dukedom of Charles, were serious, and 
she had better retire ; while she, wishing 
to promote the interest of Edward, wished 
not to remove till the duke sltould order 
her away. 

A treacherous letter was written by* 
Louis XL wherein he declared how sorry 
he was to have been induced ever to have 
signed any thing that could militate against 
the Duke of Burgundy; that for several 
years he ha(d been his firm friend ; and 
assured him that he now sincerely pitied 
him for his alliance with England: he 



,y Google 



THfi COURT OF ENGLAITD. SOI 
- '- The sad Chance of War. ^^ 

•^pitied bim, because he was sure to be con- 
quered. At the same time, he artfully told 
Jhim, he might prevent all those ravages of 
war; which was, to withdraw his alliance 
from England, and enter into league and 
amit^ with him. He then scoffingly told 
him to command his duchess to return to 
her spindle, and the management of her 
domestic concerns; and, in her leisure 
moments, contemplate her beauties in a 
mirror, and adorn her flowing hair with 
gems and flowers. 

The unfeeling Louis, when he heard of 
the death of the gallant Fauconberg, pub-^ 
iicly rejoiced. He had given him the ap- 
pellation of '* Butcher Fauconberg," which 
proves how little he knew the private 
worth of him, who was " bold as a lion, 
and gentle as a lamb." Edwar<l, in the 
midst of an elegant and splendid ^nt?ir- 
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tainment:, given on the feast of the Epi- 
phany, was melancholy and depressed; 
and could scarce repress the startmg tear, 
when he reflected, that, on the past anni- 
versary of that day, he had enjoyed the 
charming and exhilarating sodety of hffi 
lost and lamented supporter, the viiiiaQt 
Fauconberg. 
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CHAP. XVI. 



URITtSff LADIES OF FORMER DATM* 



-These arie stars iacleed} 



And fometimes faUing ones. 

iBAKSfPEARE. 



EDWARD Still continued to treat the 
Princess of Savoy with the most contemp- 
tuous neglect and marked indifference; 
and his name became a jest at that court^ 
which, though gratified tbitt England 
should seek its ajlknce, was conscious 
tlmt it strengthened the throne of Britain, 
by uniting its force to that kingdom. 
Vandevilles were sung in ridicule of Ed- 
ward and his bigoted favourite ; for 
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France had thrown off the suprenuu^ of 
the pope ; and, to ridicule some gross ab* 
surdities in the church of Rome, had be* 
come fastiionabie. 

Those who had formerly admired Ed-^ 
ward for the graces of his youth, and hb 
many accomplishments, to which, they 
flattered themselves, was subjoined an 
excellent heart, were grieved at their <fe- 
appointed hopes ; and, though they tcde^ 
rated the ludicrous songs in ridicule of 
him, which were often sung in their pre* 
sence, the relatives of the princess ex** 
claimed, with serious concern, ^^ Ahi 
qu'il soit gueri, ce coeur gat^ !" Ak! 
may this corrupted heart be made whidei 

Since the last short peace with France^ 
English women had adopted a change of 
manners and appearance, which astonish- 
ed their countrymen, who still possessed 
that saturnine distance and gravity so pe- 
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culm to their character ; a distance that 
appears to dread an incroachment on the 
plenitude of their purse, and a gravity 
proceeding too often from the low pride 
of knowing it to be wdl filled. 
: The dress of the ladies became more 
simple, but infinitely more tastefiil : it bore 
a resemblance to the costume of the Ro- 
man and Grecian ladies. But Roman vir- 
teie and Grecian industry seemed to be 
Bttle understood by the British dames ; 
itho, wliile they displayed every feminine 
attraction to the most alluring advantage^ 
coarse and masculine manners, with an 
impudent nonchalance^ that set modesty 
at defiance, were practised by the greatest 
^art of those who claimed pretensions to 
rank in the higher circles of fashion. They 
quaffed the rosy bowl of wine with con- 
vivial freedom, and ate like farmers. In- 
defatigable in the ardour of the chace, 

VOL. I. T 
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they followed the sports of the field iKith 
avidity and delight 

The Duchess of Suffolk mounted a spi^ 
rited charger, and ran him against that of 
Lord Stanley, for twelve flaggons of tb^ 
choicest wine. She had prepared her|6lf 
also for a tilting match, at a tournament^ 
with a knight of high renown ip ariQS» 
The gilded armour was purchasedj th^, 
golden high-plumed hdmet, and a shield 
with the device of " The gifb of Bacchus, 
for the conqueror !" But the husband of 
this fair heroine laid his positive com-; 
mandi^ on her, to forbid and prevent the 
exposure of a person peculiar for femio^iQ 
grace an^ delicacy, though the outwa^4 
(^Qv^iiog of such a daring and mascid^ 
ipwd. , 

Th^ Ducbeq§ pf SiigblVs horse-r^^ 
and inteit4ed tilting niatcb, on w^hich cqi;k;> 
^ider9i)\§ be^ yfi^^ lai^ that s]f^ WQ^jb^ 
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Undertake it, in &pite of the duke's re- 
^trictions^ furnished suiSicient matter for 
cdnversation amongst the higher circles, 
for some time ; till the following circuin- 
ilanc^6 excited the attention of all ranks 
af jpeople. 

^- "A young lady, of interesting appear- 
rtftce, possessed of bj\ ample fortune, the 
IfdLtural daughter of a nobleman of high 
lank, for some domestic disagreement, 
^ved separated from her husband, to 
#hom she had been united very early in 
Jtie. 

■-Though the age was in a greiat degree 
tnaSghtened, yet a firm beUef in witchcraft 
ib^tinued to prevail ; and, «ot very long 
Before this lady's marriage, in the early 
part of the reign of Henry VI, Boling-* 
Broke and his associates were burnt for 
tjte crime of witchcraft ; being accused of 
Jiving made a figure of w^x, which, con* 
T 3 
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linually melting before a slow fire^, so 
gradually caused the strength of Heory to 
decline. The high rank of Bolingbrok^ 
or that of his wife, could not shield them 
from the mpli^e of their accusers, nor t^ 
combination of superstition and cruelty, 
fliqor of Bolingbroke confessed that she 
had been apxious to obtain charms, aad 
had made use of several spells to censure 
]the affections of her husband; thou^ she 
solemnly averred her ipnocence of comr 
bining in any plots against the king : but, 
having ingenuously confessed this w^r 
ness, the rest of jth^ accusations agcunst 
^er wer§ easily believed; and, after a 
penance the ipost severe, she was banished 
4o the Isle of Man, where she suffer^ 
death: though some historians alledge 
that she suffered the punishmient of her 
pretended crime in London. 

Wk^n this lady, so much superior w 



,y Google 



TlfiTE COURT OF ENGLAND, fi09 
British Ladies of former Davf . 

years and understanding, had so firm a 
belief in the miracles produced by magic, 
ft need not be wondered at, that a young 
and inexperienced female should be in* 
fcctcd with the prevailing error of the age 
the lived in. 

' It was remarked above; that she lived 
In a state of separation from her husband, 
She therefore resolved to ensure the safety 
'of her virtue, amidst a great variety of 
company with which she associated, by 
means of a talisman she wore at all times 
tied round her neck, and suspended to a 
chain of polished steel. The person who 
composed for her this charm, assured the 
credulous fair one, that it would assuredly 
preserve her chastity, although assailed 
by the severest temptations, 

A young priest, however, had made a 
tender impression on her heart; which 
bad appeared hitherto more to be the 
t3 
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seat of coquetish apathy, than posses- 
sed of any sensibility to the passion of 
love. The brother of this ^<cwre«e dis- 
pensing ecclesiastic, at the same time, 
felt a strong predilection for this widow* 
ed wife ; and, though they were well c<mi- 
vinced, that the one, by her being al- 
ready bound by the laws of wedlock, 
and the otiier by his vows, were rendered 
incapable of forming a matrimonial alli- 
ance with her, confided the secret of their 
attachment to each other, and continued 
to visit the lady, and thus increased their 
regard by the frequent enjoyment of the 
charms of her conversation. 

Though it was never exactly known, it 
is generally believed that these culpaUe 
brothers agreed on adjudging the hir to 
him, for whom she discovered a decided 
partiality,' and; at length, they formed. 
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tbe iniquitous ^plan of carrying her off by 
violence. 

The lady, who had a firm belief in 
dreams, is said to have had an extra-^ 
ordinary vision the night before this as- 
sault took place; and, fully convinced in 
her own mind, that the predicted event 
must come to pass, she engaged the above 
mentioned gentlemen to dine witii her the 
next day, with a prohibition to her ser- 
vant to admit no other company. 
' After dinner, she was threatened with 
the prospect of her enlevement by the 
l^est; and both gentlemen took their 
leave. She called in a confidential maid 
servant, and, in an almost fainting state^ 
aiKl seemingly in great agitation of mind, 
ghe told her of the plan that was about 
to be put in practice against her. But 
she sat leamng her head on her hand, 
without making the smallest effort to es^ 
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cape from so dangerous a situation, though . 
she might have effected it, there is hardljf 
ft doubti with safety and but little diffi- 
culty. 

In about an hour the brothers returned 
with a swift travelling vehicle, into which; 
with but little resistance on her part, they 
forced the lady ; who, after being absent 
with the. most favoured gentleman for a' 
$hort time, retumed to her home, and 
the brothers were ordered to stand i 
trial, 

Various wer^ the conjectures caused by 
this strange elopement. Parties ran high, 
and opinions for and against the lady 
caused several dissensions in the polite 
circles. 

An enthusiatic young man, in thia 
true spirit of chivalry, wrote to the deep- 
ly injured hxr one, as be deemed her, 
and offered to espouse her quarrel ; d^ 
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daring, like a true knight errant, his 
adorati(Hi of her person and virtues, though 
he had never seen her ! 

At length this important trial, expected 
with so much janxiety, came on. The court 
ti^ justice was held at Oxford, and crowd- 
ed to a degree never known before. Pale, 
and almost breathless with agitation, the 
fidr prosecutrix made her appearance. 
Every eye beheld her with pity; and every 
voice thundered vengeance on the violated 
lites of hospitality. The priest, they 
murmured, amcHig tiiemselves, must foir 
ever lose his sacerdotal dignity; as he, on 
ieyery account, must be pronounced the 
niost guilty. The estates of his culpable 
brother, would, no doubt, be forfeited to 
the crown. And thus, indeed, would 
their suppositions have been verified, 
l;iad it not been proved on the trial^^ by 
jptD^cmTing circumstances 9J)d credible 
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witnesses, that the lady had been con- 
senting to that excursion with the gentle^ 
men, which bore sd much the appearance 
of assault and violence, and that, when 
seated in the travelimg vehicle, she tore 
from her neck the hitherto cherished' 
tnHsmany and, throwing it from her, ex^ 
claimed, "Oh! w^elcome pleasure, in 
thy flowery- mantle, and all thy soft at- 
tire, and hence for ever steel clad and 
cold ^preserver of female honour !" 

The mind of the public seemed bo 
longer biassed in her favour* What wer<^ 
tiie motives for this assault must still re* 
ma:in a paradox. The priest must Tiave 
been consdous that his vows already made 
prevented him from marrying ; therefore 
DO action brought against the lady, for the 
breach of her matrimonial engagements, 
in procuring her a divorce, could ensure 
to him the acquirement of that wealth she 
possessed* 
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Had she been prompted alone by an 
illicit inclination, she might have indulged 
it, unknown to the world. We are rathei? 
inclined to look on those who urged her 
on to this rash step, and thus made her the 
public talk, as unprincipled libertines, 
whose chief aim was notoriety; while 
she appears to have been the victim of 
enthusiastic superstition, and labouring 
wder a kind of partial insanity. 
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CHAP. XVIt 

mSAPPOINTED AUJ^ITlOHr^ 

tHiat will bec<»ine of me now, wretched lady I . 
Shipwrecked upon a kingdom, where no pity. 
No friendii, no hope ; no kindred weep for me r 
Ahnoet no grare attow'd me. Like the lilly» 
That once was mistreMrof the field, FU hang 
The head, and pesish I 

sha;ke8Pea&cs 

MARGARET, the better to disguise; 
lier plans, affected indisposition, and a^ 
firmed, that the change of climate wa*' 
absolutely requisite to her recoveiy. She 
therefore had the good fortune, as shtf 
fendly imagined it^ of obtaining a pass*^ 
port for France. 
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Sh6'has*beeh accused, *but we feelieve 
Mrijustly,^ of experiencing for Somerset 
Ihat tender regard she had formerly lavish- 
ed orithe Duke" of Suffolk. To neither 
of these noblemen ' did the unfortunate 
queen, whose heart' seemed a stranger 
'to all the softer passions, Evince any 
other partiality, than what she thought due 
to their political abilities, and undaunted 
valour in her cause. Sbtnerset has also 
1)een accused of aiming at the throne of 
ibis master, and at the instigations of the 
queen *; but Somerset fought for him he 
thought his only laiwful master, aiid from 
hiis isteady adhel^eiice to the house of Lan- 
'caster. Brave aiid blindly courageous, 
to an excess of rashness, Margaret, wh6 
was an Amazon, and detested the want of 
Spirit both in male and female, certainly 
fouiid Suffolk aiid iSomerset iQore aftef 

VOL. I. u. 
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J)^ ^jfu hef^t, thaq ti;^ wild apd j^v)^ 
jEienry; w^igse ^ye^ kispF^ hpi^r iifl^ 
|l0«sed pi) his Jcfi^ b^^re a qi|$4^ :iW 
in fgppiiQati(H)f to the saJQte fo give s^- 
pi^ (p hi^ aro^. With(^t ^f-^ej^^ 
fin »U pc,ca|i.o^, (h? ^t^ ,are gei^pJ^j 
dfijif ; wd Hf, IP Fhojji prsiyefp f^>^ 
9loa^ .b$ 94(^^M> coii)fpaj#i m ^^^i^ 
f^ of our pjyp iWJitws, wd Vnprpyg.^ 
I^Jgitf h« ^ jeijt us, erf! yrp c^p iB?i?<^ 
^ prosper, 4?tiviity, pij oyr p^ ffj|| 
jippiifif .C!On|i(}ejic§ ip jJjat fevour,. w)4^ 
j^ " ^lj$ ^Qo4 ja aJJ i| grafts, pr pjj ^ 
^ deobf,". yriU gaiD V^ more ^s^j^n^ 
^pqa he.^ve9^ tb^ dl ^^ mQulsjsjti juad^r 
IjBnci? of ic^njjfty^ a|^4 out^yard a,Qjg.j^ 
d«y;otipR. - .^ „^ 

M&rg&pet. ssmm^^y supcjess/vj « ^ 
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'ti^ ^i^Hltg^ p£(st ^I6d<6 to one^ 
-frliich rode the Duchess of York,- ■^\S' 
IdiOKidfittel^ ^icdgAii^ Wt. " I am 
laSt^" 5&M the ^frFdtcJi^d Qug^, td hW 
«h«#««V^er. ^« Th« au«H6s4 Kfts f^st-" 
*& hrf *f^ oA rt»| &«} I am cd»rin<af 
Mif teEi6#8 u# B6lhf. OSoih^rsfel! *iV*If 
t^ m ^n gs&!i. s6i^ sympathy ftoih M 
ai(^s#,' dS^feei^fly #ljen s^e retoH^ct^ 
Isi^ ofi«^ 2^ Had be^ ^rbwn htrs&f 
il^lhef sa\mik- 6f thaf p6W«t i)h<! n6# 
^liiSfii«S^? but cfef ft is firffo^ I fetfj!'/ 
iffce loH^ iHvtt^ate, fcfe ^w^A aftd de*^ . 
iftilfinift^a fcfe of the house' of York!" 
'^''Teiii nolf fat me, rty qireef^" ^diif 
^imtsit, *• I \«tir'ca8t myself on tbd^ 
Uaercy of thi^ ddchfess." So it^ing, &€ 
Wiv€ turn l«tff»ed frinti thfe fitfer, aftd pre- 
^eftfed hkriictf befdire Her higTiti^sS, wfeM- 
Miirgaret leaned ovct fhe" si<J6 bt her' 
V 2 
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travelling vehicle, holding her h^^^^^ 
her face. ; - "^^j * 

To the name of the JDiM?he6s of TTdrk 
the idea of philanthropy evef aiteociatSd H^' 
self; and she tK)w gave a mG^ariimotjk 
proof of it, in her condoct towar^s^ tw^ 
unfortunate Queen Margaret. Afiei^^& 
not to know the travellers, she^ sala fe 
Somen'iet, "Friend, your, master Icfots 
very pale ; I believe he is not well ; why; 
did you stop your carriage? I- inroulcL 
willin^y have spared you this unnecessary 
homage; proceed on your joumey.*^ »" • ' 

, This welcome injunction did not fiS* 
quire repeating a second time; but^ tiS- 
fortunately for .Margaret, the •diwiie& 
mentioned the incident, in confidence, !<> 
the Duchess of Clarence, whose cpiAitry 
Sieat lay. contiguous -to that spot WhSe^e 
tliis circumstance took place. . ' - "^^ 
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H]^ Dtiflii^ 6f Clarice had soihetifiSbli 
#lietlier ki j6ii o# etiMest vi uriknoiiv^ 
hdia heard to M}^, (fiat he ifas ^fe M 
l!b6uld 6tit (fey be in' p6^ jsloh of thiii 
throne pf En^attd; Iti^d, WifeA tiid bowl v^ii 
fir&kly wculatdd at the ^tive banquet; has 
deetaral hl^ right fo It tb bb equfiQ iHtK 
tfiat of his htdthec Edward. ttAi wSS 
rttdief a ftpvaarite theittt in hisf conv^rta^ 
lion, riisf brother of Glblicfeter had nd 
(Mildren; Edward"^ h^lth tvaS sbittfetinWi 
^^eA by hikinbSmperainc*; While Clateiici 
ehjoyed' that full possession of tJife iSrst rf 
earthly blessings, which appeared tb bid de- 
fiance to ail the itttacks of rfiidni^t revdrf 

Bis ducheSs^ faiixy^d tJie flaiite Of thftft 

ambition^ which should raise h^r t6 thb 

ft^ dl^?ty ; but virhich; While the iride- 

Iktigablb Malfgarift lived, she khew^ should 

V 5 
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h-develveto them, could never be po^sess-^ 
ed with any degree of <:€rtainty.. i\%a^ 
the -visit . of her mother-in-law, she put 
her schemes in execution, -to prevent^ 
success of her royal opponent ; , 

r She affected indisposition, during faiac 
stay, which caused the Duchess of ¥ark 
jto shorten her visit; and the yoiH^ 
duchess, then disguising herself m. the 
4ress of a maid servant, entered a swift 
^travelling litter, with only two attendaids, 
and instantly took a different route to that 
,of the fugitives, but arrived at that inn, 
nearly as soon as those she, was in pursuit 
of, at which they would jiecessarily te 
obliged to put up, before they could ei&- 
bark on board any vessel that .was destined 
.for Frajice. , . . ^ 

In the. above mentioned disguise^ ibe 
blooming duchess^ for the value of a; few 
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QiarkS) had the privilege of waiting on 
these illystrious and unsuspecting guests, 
.l¥ho. discoursed together in French, on 
the magnanimity of the Duchess of York. 
They then spojke of Edward ; he was not 
sps^ed; his' vices, his every foible was 
exaggerated by these, partial artists. The 
Duke of Clarence was not painted by 
ttiem. in very alluring colours. His scenes 
of midmght riot, his low amours, were all 
(Jepicted j and his duchess, who, though 
hx the' flower of youth, was far from 
handsome, was spoken of with many an 
-inyidipus sneer,, ^nd then thrown into 
fixQ back grouiid, as too insignificant and 
disregarded a being, to occupy mychi place 
3n the picture. 

The pique of female vanity finished 
.what ambition had began; and tlie 
duchess quitted the room, and barricaded 
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the door upon thfem. Theii, throwing 6u 
hei* disguise, she rfeflt for si patty oi 
ofl&cters, to seize her pf isbners, as reb^Sls 
to ttie state. 

Margaret, fhoiigh sevSfely disa^pbui^ 
edjWJis liot depressed'; biit, turtiiiigro 
the duchess, she said to her, " fioW traiS 
do you verify that maxiih, that those i^6 
make it their business fo listen to OtheftJ 
never hear their awn presses. Marg^r^ 
may yet triumph ; and the day nliay c6'Uq'(£^ 
haughty bride of Clarence, when reduced 
to the situation you this day so voluli- 
tarily and so awkwardly filled, that ydti 
may have to thank a qufeii, for havfti| 
taught you hbw to arrdtige a desert in a 
pjoper manner/' 

iLittle did the wretched diibbfess, who 
now trium|ihed over her unhappy enei&y^ 
know fh^et dfeep arigiiish that was prgpaf- 
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Ag for herself, on her return to the capi- 

r Her lord, to whom she had been but 
a very «hort tjjpfie, ivedded, ivas convicted^ 
through tjFeachery-and accusations, most 
o( them false, of treason ; her own for- 
tuiies confiscated, and herself left in in*- 

diorence. So true are the words of the 

<. ^. . 

poet, 

' "> '^ JSHMSbrtane stands witb her bow ever bent 
:.. **. Oyer the world ; and be, who barms anotber, 
** Directs tbe goddess in wbat part be wounds, 
•'- - 'U Tbere to strike deep tbe arh>w in bimself.** 

^' Edward had now began to feel himself 
&^ty established ; and the acquisition of 
*uch a prisoner as Margaret was not of 
that importance, which it might heretofore 
4iave been. He therefore coldly tompli- 
'thented the duchess on her vigilance. 
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flfid erdel*6d l^r a tnltiti| grat^nty ; }S(A t&^ 
mained inflexible to her supplications, fbt 
th6 ^tec(s6 6( h&T hmhaM, Matgaret 
was clA^ely iftiprisoned, aild Si^efdet 
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Ay, night by night in studying fpood for Eqgland. 

Jtgricycyimiiny; 
^rv |;cn0ip9ian if le«rji'd» » mofijt rpreityei^er ; 
To nature none inore bound. 

#IIAKC»VEAJtC. 

THE intriguing French cnonarch, mm 
indted t|ie king of Sccdiaad to de^dai)^ 
VftMLgainst jBn^nd. This weak priacse 
Urecl on bad tenjos with his oirn &obitit|r, 
4aid hifi fi>rtf e was un^(]t^l to bis int^ndfid 
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enterprise ; so that, when he was about ta 
enter England, the English attacked him 
with superior force, and, the barons con- 
spiring against the Scottish moimrchs 
favourites, the army was dbbanded. 

The Duke of Albany entered Scotlaod 
with a powerful army, took Berwick^ an4 
obliged the Scots to resign their fortr 
resses. This success emboldened th^ 
English to carry on the war with Fraaj<59 
witH additional vigour. ' ' 

But death, as if his petrifying dart was 
levelled at the firmest sujiport t>f Eng: 
land'ts throne, now shook it, in triun^pli 
over the sick couch of the unparallel^ 
»and illustrious Cobham, as his destini^ 
prey. Britannia drooping, hung iieir hea^ 
and mourned at ih^ iated departure o£ tt^ 
^gr^atest genius, aided by thejxiost e^alto^ 
iond patriotic, virtu^^ her. faTom.ed island 
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had ever produced. Cobham died, as he 
'had lived, anxibus only for that country 
he had preserved, by the wisdom of his 
councils, the depth of his reasoning, and 
'that profound knowledge of her internal 
and poKticai system, which had enabled 
'him so long and so successfully to guide 
her through the storm of intestine fac- 
tion, and all the horrors of a foreign war 
/with a treacherous and sanguinary 
.'ciiemy, 

p • Britain, enriched by his superior wis- 

/dbffl, by the' calculation of her finances, 

^saved by his prudence, and upheld by his 

-cthirage, flourished in the midst of ah 

* arduous land e^Kpeiisive war, and towered 

^ot^ her memies in splendour, wealth, 

*Wd ' power. Like u iskilful " Pilot 

. •'vj:iTHEkiN(^ THE STORM,", he brought 

tier in safe* from all the rocks atid quick* 

VOL. I. X 
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s^dSy which had once well oigh pce^ 
cipitated her into th^ threateaing gal{}^ 
beneath. 

Exhausted nature sunk, at len^jth^ m* 
der those accumulated efforts^ ^^!^ 
were ahove mortality to suroioiioty fg^ 
%he fell und^ them ; wh|I^ ]he IwX bre^ 
that quivered on his lips faulteringiy lit- 
tered, "Alas! MycoyNT^yl'' ' 

When thjs grei^ man's bgdy ;i;^j|s 
opened, his brain and heart wgc^ p)f 
only inward pprts that were.^ypd en- 
tire. How emblematic pf tbe rnhf^qfor 
of thpjs^ sublime qy^ities, which ^cfi^f^^ 
his he^rt and head! Qop^^AOj^ ^ 
VIRTUE presfNTved thj^ foxmex ia it^ gjf^ 
ijic^tive firmqess; fgid wjsPQW, wjbiii^h jb(j^^ 
defiqncp to dt^y, aqd flourishfis tj^Wl^ 
&ucceeidinj5 i^^s^ ?itMted idpft m ^, 
*' throne^ th^ ferftii^*' jJw^pd «h?it Ce&-^ 
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l^\ her cboseh seat, should matk, 
% i& saafctity, the stability of her king- 

Trae is thit malim which ^a(ys, wU know 
9&i the v&Iu6 of any good, till it is ti(t 
K^|ef i^ithfa out reach, ^fahy, noi«^ 
ctevirlted of the worth ofCobhatn, atid 
fA ilrfto had formerly wished to behold 
lAtekt* rft fli^ head of afFaira, moura^d 
Ktterly for the loss of England's truedt^ 
^ dbksft Aupport Tfcey dreaded the 
ti^eaten^ success of hid oppon^ntd, and 
ti^thbled at the idea of seeitig them in- 
V<^t^d witli jjovren 

Tftowever, the fear^ of the people \^ef e 
fi^ tbo ioott verified, and a new parlia- 
^€JAt itas cotnposcd, chieffy of those men, 
who hoi had' the misguidance of Edward s 
yduth ; among which LovelaW held a dis- 
tinguished office. That virtuous parlia- 
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ment, which had stood for so long a t^^' 
under Edward's excellent father, vferej^ 
now all out of place ; which was filled up . 
by mei), who sought not the good of 
their country, like Cobham, but onlj^w 
hpw to fill their own coffers, ^ve ex- 
pensive entertainments, and lay the natioi| 
under fresh taxes and contiibutions pE^ 
support their own unbounded extrsura-i;; 
gance, ^ .- 

The parliament are generally willing to. 
promote a French war ; but Margaret^ 
being a Frenchwoman, some of the 
Lancastrian party clamoured for peac^^ 
This, by a mcyority of voices would teve 
been deemed dishonourable at this crisis 
of affairs, and new taxes were levied for 
carrying on the war wilii fresh alacrity. .- 

A * tenth of every one's rent was pald,^ 

* See Hnme^f reign of Edward IV. 
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iitct M inventory of every person's goocT s' 
{Jrd^u<ie'd; ti^hich *a^ very distressing aiid 
Uudiiliating to the people at liEifge, as^ 
By that means every person's wfealth was^ 
not only much diminished, but exposed, 
-^arid riiany a fait daughter remained a 
feurflien on an industrious parent, who had 
fondly hoped her merits might obtain her 
a" ^^fvihg husband'. B^ut, as iti the pre-^ 
»ent day, few brides ^efe desiralile witK- 
duf money, fn all ages- we find Cupid 
requires his arrows to be tipped with 
gold, belofe he dare fead his Votaries to 
^g altar of Hyiiien. 

The hew ministry, However, iit spite of 
all fheir want of penetration, soon dis- 
covered the treachery of the £)uke of 
Burgundy. He had concludierf a kmd of 
treaty with England, which he treachep* 
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ously broke, and shewed himself the sub-^ 
jpcted vassal of the king of France. 
Lovelace, iq a most eloquent and sjHrited 
speech, deprecated his meanness, and 
stimulated the English to revenge ha 
perfidy. This gained Lovelaqe many 
friends frqm the party} of the YorkisIA 
But his ehei:gy appeared to be the mere 
froth and gasconade of the moment; he 
still cherished his^ party principle?,, antf 
was the .fixed friend of the French and thjj 
Lancastrians.;. . . ' . ^ . . 

The English, convinced that the Duke 
of Burgundy "had shameifully broke through 
his treaty wijh them, determined to ha^ 
no farther aJfimce with him; since they 
jfound he had treacherously corresponded 
with the J^^rench king, and it was dkco* 
vered that a mutual compact was made be- 
tween these two artful monarchs, ueither 
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to make peace with England, without the 
consent of eaqh other. Weak and wicked 
^ was the Duke of Burgundy, he was a 
fit tool in the hands of the intriguing ruler 
^ France, to enable him to carry on thei 
iirar with England; although, in order the 
b^ter to facilitate his plans against this 
country, he was endeavouring to negotiate 
sf' peace, through the favour of the new 
ministry. 

. A burial of the utmost magnificence, 
wherein was combined every grandeur 
^at funeral pomp could display, was now 
the last token of deep regret which could 
be shewn by a mourning nation for that 
illnstrious mortal, whosc^^taients seemed. 
mare than mortal, and which were never 
equalled in past or present ages — the \vise, 
ajid virtuous Cob ham, who united to all 
tbp depth of learning those shining abili- 
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ties, ^hkti betmtedtt^ nutiirt, At hfe filiift, 
had bestOW'ed lijion Aim. Orat6, 6tdcii- 
rfoii, and diglrity accompanie'd his Idngbag^ 
in th6 senate ai^i in private llf6. WMdaf 
to his coatitry alone, he was hef pfDtectdi| 
ftttd defender, in danger* fee most tryiiig;, 
dndf mdst unheard of, Wheti tottering off 
the verge of ruiA, by the threatened dc^^' 
fel of her throne, amidst fee dlssensidn^ 
of party, he, by efforts almost sup^rtjatti- 
ral, raised her up, aitd established fee 
house of hi* lawful nioriarch. fiy his jki^ 
Htical skill add knowledge, he^saW thrbu^' 
dil the plots of a treacheVous foireigK 
dheniy, and opposed his wonderful poWeV^ 
against the machinations of all Eufopel' 
Hfe raised an everlasting bulwark for Ed- 
^fiCnd, in the wise dispositioh of her arinif 
4nd na>y; enrithed Mi finances, an'd&- 
creased her eomtnen:^, fiinidsc fill ch^ i^ 
vages of war* 
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Thou^ Edward owed to his exeilions 
all that he possessed, it was remarked by^ 
many, with concern, that he did not attead; 
his funeral. The Duke of Glouc^ten, 
whose political genius was far superior, to^ 
the rest of his brothers^ and who, Jthou^ 
he had once been the companion of Loye-, 
lace, had now quitted his society, qpi^r* 
scious who were the only re^ friends tO: 
tjhe house of York, was therefore a,; 
sorrowing mourner in the solemn jprpcesr. 
sloh that composed the funer^ of CpB-f^ 

HAltf. 

f • ..': \ : :■ • . ... .; •. • .'/' • : 

T'he Lord-mayor of London, a tnan^ofi 
superior abilities, was. heard, at these^ 
mournful obsequies, to weep audibly^ 
aud. as he beheld the last shd. r^li^U^ 
deposited in the dreary tomb, he .so^bed^ 
out,." Oh, England! t^hy firmest sy[xppj^ 
is^one for ever T . .. ^^ 
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The flts(iD](i (tf Idlidotf w^ tke mo^ 
eidightfetied fl(n(f fetffnted pfefate 6f the ag^ 
be Ibal lit ; ^(f ir^ tfti dtnafiiefit tb lit^- 
rabm^ ta tte church, and stat^. tn reU-. 
^od he wad guided by tfeth sHone, #&l^^ 
Itft momt ttfe wa^ an dirMtitfetit fo Wl 
prafS^iDt) : sacpedfy ptrrff, ytt {r6e ftqm^ 
aS «isttrity. iThe firm frieiid <Jf viifi^^ 
fie fritted the vicfotis, tfticf ^Uof€to dra^^ 
dieiDf, trjr the! gentlest iAd waAt petsiiBsM 
ate»tts, irom the path of *ice, Ami gra- 
diftdty fead them oti w viftoe. , >:^ 

Cobham, from his youth, had been his 
cSferishecf frfefiA Th^hve of his cf^ntij^ 
atdttmed the hestit df th«^ Bishop ; knd ^; 
afr<letlt dtesire td se6 hftfi, '^•hd wai fo. ^^ 
the ttiidr of tJtfitt CtJufiffy, all thai IS^^"^ 
griiat atnd gdotJ. that excdlefif fe^, 
was titetcffoYff paiAigd At Behofdifig the Uh[ 
fljiehce a bigoted woman' held oVer titf 
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^^d of Iwpripc«; vhfleitpriiwew, fewwl 
for iier f irti^ «ip4 9K>49i»l!»9ni was hhA »t 
^Q^ght, fli)jd {^ «Jilw^ of Uer fi^untiy 
^nae^^Qjdy 4f^pj$ed, ilt|« ba4 for ^(m^ 
tk)^ aJbBcM^ hiiBfiielf fffcw murt;^ ijft- 
£U9tod iv^ )the juif^ir^ he th^p Imp4 t^f 
itm&s^ ^\A yijvstice. H^ bii4 l0«ig M- 
teemed W^ii^iek fpr bis mm^ virtiiw^ 
had mourned over the errors of that no- 
bleman ; errors, which were the result of 
Edward's misconduct. The pangs of the 
good bishop's bosom, when Warwick waa 
slain, can only be imagmed by those who 
are obliged, through patriotic love, to 
consider the death of a dearly-valued 
friend, though a severe loss to an indivi- 
dual, yet a blessing to a nation. 

But when Cobham's cold ashes were 
kid in their sepulchral abode, the worthy 
prelate lost not only a private friend and 
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icdmpatiion, but him who was, at that 
^tiih^, ^England's hope and saviour. Pate 
twith grifef, his venerable head sunk droop- 
ting on hii bosom, as he contemplated hi^ 
grave; and these^ his memorable wordsr, 
'iyet remain on record : — " The last sad 
-office is now over ! There lie the remains 
*of the greatest man that ever lived T 
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CHAP. XIX. 



POir£Jft SUPERIOtt TO JUSTJCe. . 

Can yon thinks lords, 
Tlwt any BagliiHman dare give counsel ' ' < 
Afftinif his liigb^eitt*9 plcninre, • 
Though he be grown so desperate to be honest ? 

8HAKE8PEA11K.' 



f 



^ ^ AS ^e age became more eiilighteiied, 
reformation appeared to be gaining 
groatid.* Many outward absurdities ih 
devotion began to be laid aside ; and seve^ 
ral ventured openly to profess their dis- 
%chting^" principles from the church of 
-Ktm^.^'-^ ^'- ' ':'-'■'■■ '-'■■' '- 
^^ AiiK>rigst the disciples 6f Widd^, 
voxt I. y 
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were ft baron and his lady, of the name 
of De Somerville, descended from an ab^ 
cient Norman family. Lady De Somer- 
ville and Lady Elizabeth Grey had ibeeo 
friends from their earliest youth; but, un- 
like the faithful Moabitess, that said'tQ 
her beloved naother-in-law, ** Yodr 08^ 
shall be my God^ &c." each of liiese la- 
dies, though tb^y byjEu} jeach 0fh&^ f^itf 
sisterly affection, p^f^isted, unchuigeii^ m 
their different ideas of religion. "^^ 

The Baron de Somerville died of a 
wdigWQt fev^, but # few mor^ kef6ie 
tii» wife, leaving Ipier m only dw#d*r/ 
iwhijuh JUdy ^limbeth ,Gxey k>ved ^ her 
ownu .... . • •' -^^^ 

/leatb be4 ^ pr^e^eiited the Mttle 4MU^~ 
to her friend; saying — "Oh, my J^Jik^r^ 
\f^\ 4«^r iQoxopaAioD of ofiy y{M4ht fo^ 
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you I heifaeah this treasttfe. Na pttd 
wil love her like you, when I am iro 
lAore. lit you she wHl find a second 
flujtiief.'* 

, Lady EBzabctb, iitrmedktely on th* 
^*ath: of its only surviving parent, tdOk 
the child tg her house; £trtd, during the 
<irfy period 6f childhood, the survrvhig 
relatives indulged her in tlie pleatsure of 
peribrftiing the office of friendship she so 
matemajly filiated, in coinpMance with 
tfer iirfanctrons of her dying friendf. AH 
tlfe retaaining kindVed of lady de Somef - 
^e Wtre, however, sincerely attached to 
the refbtmed fefigion ; and, as the child 
l3(^came capable of reasoning, they did 
aif in their power to detach hef frotii H 
bigoted Catholic. But die young L^dy 
^Iwina; de Somerville loved her nonKind 
mother with smcere affi&ctiott, tfnd could 



,y Google 



> Power tinperiof to Jttgttffc." " '- 




ijQt ^ c^ndure the thoyghts. p|^a^|egq^ 
tion. . , - . ^ . . .! . ^: n 'vtf 

Her relatioHjs, though powerfU by tlj^ 
alliances, and the ample fortuncaj; 
gofise^sed, were yet not strong enoi 
gain, tiicir cause agaipst ^e Icnowaj^fef^ 
yourij^, aqJ alaio$t ackno^vledged; ]i^^ 
of Ejlward ; who, himself, came for^pr^ 
to urge the^validily and importance ;<tf^^ 
death-bed injunctioij. . In vain w^s / 
plea of that reli^on alleged, which, i 
dying Lady de Somerville had urged dl 
who surrounded her couch in^ her clj3i||^; 



moments to be careful, as they !Pxpe( 
the blessing of Heaven^ l;^ instil iptg^^ 
mind of her child, in all the pri^ciglps^^ 
ttjat siipple purity which she hers^f ^a^ 
professed during her life. How coiilcl 
tnis important task be fulfiiled,. while con?^ 
tinually in the habi^ of witnessing %uftpr- 
stitious rites,^ the mpst gross and absurd. 
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j^htcfSsM by her beloved protectress? 
tfrhosift every action, accompanied with dig- 
ilifylirid beauty, could not fe.il ^ appear- 
feg amiable in the eyes of her grateful 
tttUe charge. 

'- Ithe virtue of her mother, immaculatie 
ais new fallen sriow;^ entreated her friend, 
to teach her daughter the highest reve- 
rence for ffemate chastity; and to look on 
it as the greatest ornament a female can 



" How then,'* said one of her spirited 
fiiehdsj m the House of Peers,. '* can she 
6e m love with this most valuable jewel, 
^hen she, to whom she is to look up, as 
fl&e guide alhd guardian of her tender 
years, lives the distinguished mistress of 
A mighty prince, who is already betrothed 
fo another?'' 

But vaiii were all thepleadihgs of Xady 
Y 3 
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£lwina'b relations. The Cardinal of Wia-; 
Chester, ever the firm defender of t.a€lx, 
Elizabeth Grey, nq\f eame forward, aiid, 
drawing over a number of lords to his: 
party, who wished to gain the fevpiircf 
Edward, and having also the new ministiy 
on his side, the Lady Elwina was ad- 
judged, during her minority, to rexnp^ 
under the guardianship of Lady. Elizabed^ 
prey. -, 

Exhausted with the pressure of pa{)lic 
^airs, and the effects of his mai^irr^- 
larities in early life; Lovelace^ whose atij 
lltiea and intrigues, in political and do* 
niestic circles, had rendered him the 
theme of every conversation, and whioM 
present important situation in the minis^. 
Qiade him regarded with a mixture ojf feair 
and hope^ was attacked with a disorder; 
vl^Gb. seeoied tp b^fl^e tlie skill c^f tbe 
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ablest physiciaps, but which, in their nti- 
merous cgnspltations, they generally 
^^ed inu§$ soon prov^ fatal to him. 
^ Biit no one dared to tell Edward of the 
ganger of his beloved friend. They as- 
'^red the prince thathi? indisposition was 
but tirifiing; and that retirement, for a 
iSiort time, from the fatigues of state busi- 
mssy would soon restore hin[i; while they 
counselled him to suffer Lord Howard, 
who was. of the «an^ principles with 
Ix>'crelace, though withput his abilities> to 
fill the office which he held, until his re- 
covery.: 

J Edward, now triumphing in the exajta- 
. "tioii of his favourites, and fancying him* 
^^8el£ secure from all dissensions iat home, 
that might endanger his crown, gave way 
to the m^tural bent of his, mind— the love 
^of j^leasgre ; ^and aj^n wooed, (yfii^^^iQU 
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fit every form. Devoted to Lady Eliza- 
beth alone, amongst women, be built for 
her a sumptuous pavilion; a fairy palae^ 
of art and elegance ; $md, while the hatidn 
was drained of its wealth to suppoit the 
expenees of civil and of foreign wars; while 
a loyal people distressed themselves, b^; 
^ving up a part of their substance, to 
support their prince, and pay the debts 
contracted through his prodigality ; while 
modest worth and merit pined' in indi- 
gence, *^ and poor misfortune fell the lash 
of vice;'* he caused a stable to be erected^ 
equal in gorgeous expence to that of iVory, 
which was built by the Emperor Caligiila. 
Those barbarous times of cruelty and op- 
pressit)n were not free from the^ shafts of 
ridicule; and the wits and witlings of the 
age,* as they revelled' at the banquet^; 
would give royiid Hieir flowing cup^^ 



Digitized by Google 



Vj^fe^-v><t.Afca..^|iq»«' ^ttperior- to Wnstlce. • - - " 

jEo the . piroqgly stable and the favouritei 
t^Scg. nwe :'\ the old and trijte nu^im; 
ofsirch being the. icf/er hovJse^yf^A long: 
prior to those days ; and was applicable: 
to the. woman, who completely go^med 
toeprinca And well inight they corap^re» 
meir Edwarcfs establishment to di stable. 
^ile ridiculing his expence, who passed, 
fiis inetriate^mpmcmtaiih the.low company; 
ofhorse dealers, . prize-fighters,, mioiics^^ 
^^ buffoons. 

^'^th^ Princess Bona still con^nqed to pine; 
in obscurity: a deserted mistress, a bride 
Affianced and neglected, no other prince, 
could seek her in marriage. The tears 
she shed in solitude were supposed, by 
her enemies, tp flow for the unfortunate 
Warwick; and whenever she went into 
public, a momentary gaiety was construed 
into apathy, or the pleasing prospect oC 
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bavkyg mihfe some ne^ 6tm<(tie»t l^iis 
tile most viftudras df faer's^ ivas it%na<^' 
tazed fvith tbe ibaraicter of a femaf^ 
libertine. > * ^ 

TKfef crud calumny having reached" yi^ 
ears; she submitted to an fmplurtial pubfid 
a defeice, whicRr, from party intrigue*;* 
vre are sorry to say, is irrecoverably lost f 
for Edward, aided by his female menl6?i^ 
mfi»rely svppressed its pabKcation. 

The confessor of Lady Elizabeth,. brifce(f 
by the golden hne teWch sbe held but to 
him, and which was^ to be the rewardf of 
bis artful machinatiom, contrivecf to lirgft'' 
fresh reasons for Edwanf s arferiion to the 
princess. No art wa^ left tintried to 
blacken her character, traduce her per- 
sonal charms, depreciate her exalted vir- 
tue, and call her moral purity, the effect 
of native coldness or consunftRate hypo- 
crisy. 
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^ Edward, wbo never really loved her^ 
wfis now become too much the infatuated 
^ave of Lady Elizabeth Grey, and his 
nmid too much vitiated, by continued 
licentiousness, to hart>our a virtuous at- 
t^c^ent As years rolled over his head^ 
^e nation sawj with tesrtfiblt sorrow, no 
hopes of that reform, which they vainly 
fluttered themselves mnght succeed to the 
ardent si%s(»i.Qf ypvth. Tb^ atifittBiion 
of their nSe^km becaoAe the resuk: nad 
the young, thou^ deep p^^^^ipg and 
th9)J^^t#^ 1^1 of Richm<»[id, built hk 
virtuous foundation 4m the vices and^foBiet 
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And a ripe and good one ; 
i • tebMBdu^p wke^ iUr spolwny and p^riua^^ 

.IxiftyaiidfoartotlMmwkDjoi^&ini^.iMt; "^ 
^ Bat to^ thof^ inen that i«ipgh^ luinr ^ 

Sweet iui tioiiufiMr; * . ^. 

(^ 1- 1.*.' / V •:■"•■'»•'■.' i »'• i'*'iiiA»»?B«ii:"' 

r.; ,v^v* '. : ' ^•- • •' • •• • • *-^* 

HENRY, Earl of fiicbifloii^, ofla^ 
wards Henry VII. had fiiU rights accord- 
ing to the claims of Lancaster, by his 
mother's side, to the English throne. 
When yet a youth, he had captivated the 
Affections of Henry VL ; who^ it is sald^ 
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bad solemnly blessed the lad, and prophe- 
sied that it was he who should re3tore 
peace and unanimity to the wranglmg 
houses of York and Lancaster. 

The young Richmond certainly evinced 
a profundity of wisdom, unusual at his 
early age ; and, self-advised and deeply 
contemplating, had pondered over his 
claims, and found his title to the crown 
was equally legal ^ith that of the prede- 
cessors of his family. He was in a direct 
line from her, the celebrated and beauteous 
French princess, Katharine, who had been 
Espoused to the sweetest prince England 
could ever boast, the darling of the sol 
diery,"^ that scourge and conqueror ot 
. France, Henry V. Katherine, after she 
had become a widow, married a private 
Welch gentleman of the name of Tudor, 

. TOL, I. ' z 
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and Henry, Earl of Richmond, was hef 
grandson by this second marriage. 

Of a serious and reflective turn of mind, 
he studied the character of a people, that 
he was one day destined to govern. He 
saw their prevailing fault was, the love 
of money ; he, therefore, determined, if 
tver he enjoyed the throne of his ances- 
tors, to make it his first care to enrich the 
kingdom, ad .\ ell as his owii coiFers. Un- 
addicted to those expensive pleasures, 
which, while they impoverish the posses- 
sor, render him unfit for public business, 
he calculated to a nicety those means, 
whereby a nation may increa$e its reve- 
riues, and become, in a manner, the bank 
of the whole world. 

Accustoming himself early to study 
human nature, in all its mutability, he be- 
held that proneness in an English charac^ 
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ter, to discover the mote in a brother's 
eye, while a beam of magnitude obscured 
their own ; and, so far from really possess- 
. ing that firmness, for which, from the 
exalted and determined character of a 
few individuals, they had been erroneously 
famed, they were the most ready, of any 
people in the world, to be led astray by 
the force of example. Ever wavering, 
except in one respect, the fixed love of 
accumulating wealth ; knowing how easily 
it procured them access in the higher 
circles ; they eagerly adopted every ridi-^ 
culous custom, and every fashionable vice, 
for which their superiors, in rank, might 
Ibe celebrate^!. The higher, then, the 
elevation of any one, this wise prince 
justly considered, so much the more con* 
fpjcupus should be his moral conditet* 
55 § 
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If he avoided expence and show, his sub- 
jects might brand him with the fault of 
avarice. He heeded it *not. To follow 
their prince's example, it would render 
them more careful of that wealth which 
would enrich the country; and enable 
him, by drawing a small part from them, 
by moderate taxes, to carry on those 
. foreign m- ars which might be necessary to 
ensure the safety of his throne, and for- 
ward his commercial interests. By an 
unaffected regard to his religious duties ; 
by being the faithful husband of one wife ; 
and by avoiding to retain about his court 
and person, intriguing mistresses or merce- 
nary favourites; he would set an example of 
moral rectitude. And if England, by such 
a conduct in her prince and people, waB 
not so delighted and joyous as a nation, 
she would, at least, become tranquil and 
content 
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Cool, determined, and. resolute, he 
possessed all the qualifications requisite 
to render him a distinguished warrior. 
Chaste and temperate, hisi hardy consti- 
tution enabled him cheerfully to endure 
those privations, which the most rigid 
abstinence might, in the hard chances pf 
war, inflict upon him. Patient under suf- 
ferings, though indignant of afFrppts ; tii$ 
courage, aided'by Ws deliberation, pronipt^ 
€d him to resent any injury with spirit and 
resolution, without descending to the rasU 
and ungentlemanlike conduct of $l blind 
and savage revengi^. No one kn^w so 
well how to draw the proper lin# b0twe^n 
the virtues and thps^ vices which are evei* 
attached to them. His determined conr 
duct was, therefore, devoid of obstinacy j 
|9iij» courage^ j^om rashne3s \ his ardpnr it) 
* 3 
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battle from cruelty ; his abstioerice from 
rigidity; his gravity from moroseness; 
and his religion from enthusiai^m or fana- 
tic hypocrisy. 

Resolved to maintain his just rights, or 
. expire in the field of honour, he was pos- 
sessed of that undaunted valour, so neces- 
sary to the character of a true soldier; 
while he studied, during his minority, be- 
,fore his great talents were called into 
action, that theory, and those stratagems 
of war, which form and distinguish a great 
and renowned general. 

With .all these warlike qualifications, 
he well knew there w^s nothing promoted 
the happiness and welfare of a commer- 
cial nation, like England, so much as 
peace; but if that peace was not honour- 
able for her, it was never likely to be 
either permanent or happy. If once he 
could see her settled on the fixed basis of 
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a peace, which had the appearance of 
being lasting, it was his settled proposal to 
send a few hardy adventurers on the dis- 
coveries of distant lancts; increase the 
wealth of the kingdom, and iextend its 
commerce, by establishing colonies abroad. 

History shews us how well he performed 
this wise resolution, when he came to the 
throne : for the following places were dis- 
covered during his reign, — ^The Cape of 
Good Hope; the East Indies; Florida; 
Jamaica ; Porto Rico ; Trinidad ; New- 
foundland ; and the island of Madagas- 
car. 

He resolved also on promoting arts and 
learning at home, by every encouragement 
and reward : and, though he has been un- 
justly represented as an avaricious prince, 
no expence was spared by him to promote 
the Interests and welfare of his country. 
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He lavished not his money on sensual 
pleasures, nor to gratify the. vices and 
caprice, of a few favoured minions ; but 
he enriched his kingdom, rendered it 
flourishing and happy, and left it in all 
the comforts and. enjoyments of commer- 
cial ease ; and continually improving in 
arts and learning. To what a per&Qtion 
the architectural art hfid become in his 
reign, that beautiful .monument of it serves 
to prove, the chapel in Westipinster 
abbey, built in his time, c^led Henry the 
Vllth's chapel 

To the height th^t learning had arnve4f 
his own son gave a convincing proof; 
who, in regard tp mental accomplishments, 
was the most skilled in literature and 
polite acquirements, of any prince that 
had before swayed the English sceptre. 

But the whole study of Henry the Vlltll 
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in his pupilage, seems to have had but 
one end in view ; and that actuated by the 
most glorious of all emulation — to be- 
come ONE DAY, A GREAT AND GOOD 

King ! 

When such principles as he was pos- 
sessed of, united themselves to the deepest 
political abilities ; and in that unison op- 
posed their unrivalled force against the 
futility, licentiousness, and prodigality, 
which tarnished all the virtues of the 
branches of the house of York ; it is not 
to be wondered at, that an over-ruling 
power should favour the design, in which 
the happiness and welfare of nations, yet 
unborn, was so materially concerned. 

In the perusal of history, the world, in 
general, are too apt to attend to a partial 
character given by, perhaps, an offended 
monkish writer, where the king was not 
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blindly attached to the outward mummies 
of popery : or a puritanical reformist, 
who beheld no benign or moral duties in * 
a prince, because he strictly followed the 
religion of his ancestors. The eye, as it 
glances over the pages of history, should 
carefully avoid being dazzled by the glit- 
ter of a superficial character ; and, whiles 
it delights to dwell pn facts alone, let it 
^observe hpw a nation is rendered happy, 
how little or how much it is oppressed, 
before it 3huts itjself oq a prince's vices or 
virtues, to follow the opinions of a par^ 
tial historiographer. , 

Writers who deprecie^te Henry VH. 
can find no vicips in him but parsimony 
and the fear of losing his , crown. He 
was obliged to be parsimonious; bt 
found the kingdom wretchedly poor, 
jhe left it, the seat of wealth mA 
hopour ! 
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His vigilance in preserving a crown, 
which (sat but loosely on his head, has 
been stigmatized with the appellation of 
the fear of losing it No ! he had gained 
it ; and determined to preserve his right 
to it, against enemies of the York party, 
who determined, if possible, to pluck.it 
from his brow ; and his own wife, and her 
mother, were the most inveterate of his 
enemies, and the most inclined "to de- 
throne him. He has been blamed for 
his -severity to the mother, and his want 
of affection to the daughter. The Queen 
Dowager was a plotting, ambitious wo- 
man^ who stirred up various impostors 
to hurl Richmond from that throne he 
had so courageously obtained. In such 
despotic times, the king could not be 
blamed for confining her, when disco- 
vered, ki a conwnt, for life. Nor could 
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he possibly feel afiection for that wife, 
who eagerly entered into every plot 
against him; whom he, had married in 
part, from political, though from laudafele 
motives, chiefly to prevent a farther effu- 
sion of blood between two families, whom 
it is difficult to pronounce, which had the 
first and greatest claim to the throne of 
England. 

This digression from the present plan 
of this History, we hope, Mill be pardoned. 
The follies and vices of Edward, only 
rendered Richmond more awake to im- 
prove his own conduct; and to raise him- 
self to that regal power he, perhaps, would 
not otherwise have thought of. A ^eat 
author has justly remarked, that the worst 
prospects often end in the fairest realities; 
and, by Richmond laying the plan of unit- 
ing the houses of York and Lancaster^ he 
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laid the foundation of England's happi- 
ness. While a nation mourned the fol- 
lies of one prince, and the crimes of 
his successor's short reign ; a monarch 
T\as in store who would bring wealth, 
wisdom, and splendor to a grateful peo- 
ple; who would extend her dominions, 
and leave her in peace and affluence. — 
Thus often is it proved, that, 

^ Tlie wayk of heaven are dark and intricate, 

« Puzzled with mazes, and perplexed with erron ; 

^ Our understanding searches them in vain, 

« Nor sees with how much art the windings tuini 

'* Nor where the regular confusion ends.'* 
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CHAP. XXI. 



J MYSTERY. 



the moTes a goddeii, and the looiki a queifti. 

POPE*0 BONSft. 



THE abbess of a nunnery, in tfic 
county of Suffolk,* had a near relation 
t^ho belonged to the female part of the 
Duchess of York's houshold. The abbess, 
falling sick, was permitted to quit her «e* 
elusion for a time, to tiy change of air, 
and to avail herself of the advice of emi- 
nent physicians, residing near tbe metro- 
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polls* She frequently made excursions to 
the Tower, to visit her kinswoman, who 
had apartments in the palace j and so 
charmed the mother of Edward, by the 
polished ease and elegance of her man- 
ners, that she would frequently stop to 
converse with her, and was much gratified 
by the refined sense the abbess displayed, 
and the profundity of unaffected learning 
which she discovered. 

One day the duchess requested her to 
grant her half an hour's private conversa- 
tion; when, after some hesitation, and 
very visible agitation of mind, the royal 
mother of Edward addressed her religious 
guest as follows : 

^' I am about to confide to you. Ma- 
dam, a charge of the utmost importance^ 
I have, upon enquiry, found that yoq 
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take pensioners into your convent, to re- 
ceive their education." 

The abbess bowed assent, and the du- 
chess continued. 

" In a remote apartment of this tower, 
is a beautiful child, dear to this heart, as 
though she were my own. I take the sole 
care of her present education; her fu- 
ture fortune heaven only knows! Her 
birth—" 

Here the duchess paused. 

"But why," uttered she hastily, and 
with some confusion, " should I treat you 
with half confidence ?" 

" Rest assured," said the abbess, 
" whatever confidence your highness oiay 
think me worthy of, will never, in th« 
ismallest instance, be abused." 
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" I believe you," said the duchess. 
" Know, then, that her birth is not only 
iioble, but royal ; and that my angel hus- 
band, as the last breatli quivered on his 
lips, faulteringly pronounced a blessing on 
his beloved Elfirida, then a helpless babe. 
All ! you know not the pangs the birth of 
that child has given to this heart, that 
loves her, if possible, with more than ma- 
ternal tenderness. My beloved Richard, 
it is tme, regarded her with the fondest pai'- 
tiality ; but my very soul seems wrap- 
ped up in her, and her fate seems so in- 
terwoven with my own, and so entwined 
is she round my dearest affections, that 
all other ties, which bind us to each other, 
appear cold and deadened, when thouglit 
dwells on her as its object." 

Here the duchess wept; but soon 
A a3 
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recovering herself, resumed her • dis- 
course. 

" I said, my dear lady abbess, that i 
would not treat you with half confidence ; 
yet I dare say no more in what relates to 
the little Elfrida; and I must desire you 
to observe, that, though educated in ^ 
nunnery, it is never my intention that she 
should take the veil. But I know not to 
whom I can confide the care of her edu- 
cation, which must be of rather a singular 
kind, excepting to you, who know so well, 
fi'om the superior understanding and 
talents which you possess, to accord dig- 
nity with humility; and to inculcate a taste 
for grandeur with an habitual oeconomy, 
which, perhaps, must be observed in fu- 
ture necessity." 

The abbess, who saw that the education 
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of this royal protegS would be rather an 
arduous undertaking, said, '* Your high- 
ness is pleased to over-rate my poor abi- 
lities, and "' 

" Oh !" said the duchess, interrupting 
her, " object not, I beseech you, to my 
request. To you alone, to your pruden- 
tial care, can I entrust this lovely blos- 
som, and the .finishing of that education 
which hitherto I have taken the charge ofj^ 
but which, from various concurring cir- 
cumstances, and from want of ability in 
some matters, I am unable to finish. Be- 
sides, her health may be injured in the 
concealment I find it necessary to observe 
on her account ; and her mind may be- 
come morose by a seclusion from society. 
I have observed her character with that 
precision which I wish you to adopt. 
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Majesty seems inherent in her; she inoves 
mth peculiar dignity ; and, while her heart 
«eems generous and compassionate, pride 
appears so predominant a feature in her 
disposition, that it gre?dy alarms me. I 
wish her never to know who she really is j 
and yet, if, by your wise instructions, thjit 
.pride could properly be kept in due 
bounds, I would desire her by no means 
to imagine herself descended from obscure 
or ignoble parents. Yet, oh ! she must 
conquer this haughtiness of deportment, 
^for she will not be rich- Therefore, while 
you educate her to possess every elegant 
.and briUiant accomplishment, she must 
be taught every houshold duty, every 
plan of CBConomy in domestic concerns. 
This part of education I am little ade- 
quate to ; but the lay sisters of your con- 
vent must carefully attend to her im- 
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provexnent in those offices, which we, by 
birth and foolish prejudice, are too apt to 
think menial and degrading. Teach her, 
then, my dear madam, to unite the cha- 
racter of the high-born gentlewoman with 
that of the meritorious and diligent house- 
wife ': for what her future lot in life may 
be, I know not. Oh ! if she should ever 
rise, acknowledged, to that pinnacle of 
earthly grandeur she is bom to ; then will 
all the high accomplishments you shall 
teach her, make her shine in those circles, 
which will derive their consequence from 
her presence. Should that descent of 
fate attend her, which I dare not shew 
myself too strenuous to avertlpm her ; 
should her future lot in life be c^nly that 
of the wife of an honest and plain English 
yeoman, then will her industry and oeco- 
nomy, while I will take care, living or 
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dying, to insure her the bare comforts of 
life, procure her a comfortable and easy 
competency in obscurity ; in which state, 
perhaps, is found more real happiness 
than we, who glitter, envied in a cour^ 
can ever enjoy. 

*^ The re-establishment of my health, 
madam," said the Abbess, " and the 
ardent desire I feel, again to enter on 
the important duties of my profession, 
will oblige me to quit London to-morrow, 
for my conventual abode/* 

" If you go to day,** replied the duchess, 
with quickness, " Elfrida is ready, and 
shall accpmpany you." 

" I will call to-moiTow, if yo\ir 
highness pleases," replied the Abbesf^ 
and take your valued charge with 



it 



me. 
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" She henceforth becomes your's," said 
the duchesSj " and to know her, is to 
value her ! Farewell ! till to-morroit, 
then/* 

And she quitted the apartment, bathed 
in tears. 

The next morning the Abbess went to 
the tower; and was struck, beyond her 
most ardent imagination, at the sight of 
Elfrida. A lovely, sylph-like form glid- 
ed into the room; but with such an air 
of majesty, that seemed to claim a 
voluntary homage from all who beheld 
her. Her age appeared to have hardly 
told eleven years. Tall, and not too slen- 
der, grace and dignity gave an inexpress- 
ible charm to all her movements. Health 
and beauty bloomed on her cheek ; and a 
profusion of flaxen ringlets played round 
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a face, which interested and inspired 
with respect all who beheld it. Her 
remarkable likeness to the family of 
York, gave the Abbess ample testi- 
mony of her being very nearly related 
to it. Yet she did not think her the 
daughter of him, who was his mother's 
darling, the highly favoured Edward ; for 
she was less like him than any one of the 
family. Besides he entered the room, 
looked at Elfrida with, by no means, a 
parental fondness, but with frigid insen- 
sibility; and, with a supercilious sneer, 
he thus addressed his mother. 

" So, madam, yoii have then, at length, 
brought yourself to the wise resolution 
of parting with this, your proud little 
|ninion." 

" Proud ! echoed the little Elfrida,. 
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" I may be allowed some pride ; for 
^ere are kings, who hold their thrones 
on a very uncertain tenure, and yet they 
are proud ! " 

The Abbess was astonished at the 
quickness of this answer in so young 
a child, and rather judged it to be a 
lesson that had been previously given 
ber ; and the turn of several expressions 
Elfrida continued to make use of, made 
her imagine her, to be some unacknow- 
ledged offspring of the house of Lancas* 
ter. But, then, her likeness to the family 
of York, and the great interest the 
duchess took in her fate, soon exploded 
that idea. 

She had little time to indulge in re^ 
flection ; for, turning to look on Ed- 
ward, she beheld his fine countenance 

VOL. I, B b ' 
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disfigured by rage, and in a voice, al- 
mosr unintelligible with passion, he thus 
addressed his mother : 

" See, madam, howly wise you have 
acted ! how well you have preserved tlie 
secret intrusted to you, by divulging the 
high birth of her, who should have been 
the last to have heard of it." 

This Elfrida did not hear, having been 
drawn to the window, to observe the 
guards of the palace who were performing 
their military exercise. 

" IVTy son," said the Duchess of York, 
mildly addressing hhn, in a foreign 
language, " I know not where she has 
learnt it ; never from me ; and very 
few, excepting myself, ever see her. 
My time has always been employed 
in those hours I devoted to her €duc|-f 
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tion, in checking that pride, which I 
perceive to be her most predominant 
foible." 

" Pardon my haste, madam," said the 
prince, respectfully bowing on the hand 
he took in his ; " your tongue, the sure 
herald of truth, never can utter a Mord 
that will be discredited by me." 

A close-covered litter now entered the 
court yard; and, with many tears and fi-e- 
quent embraces, the duchess took leave 
of her lovely protegL 

" Farewell, my dear protectress, my 
more than mother," said the weeping 
Elfrida, " fi^irewell ! when shall we meet 
asjain ? 

" Oh soon, very soon, I faithfully pro- 
mise you, my beloved treasure." said the 
duchess. 

JB b 2 
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" A week will not elapse," said Edward, 
smiling, " my good Lady Abbess, before 
you will behold my mother at the gate 
of your convent, looking aft€ir her lit- 
tle stray lamb — well, God bless you, 
Elfrida." 

" My dear, kind duchess, the only mo- 
ther I ever knew, has always told me,'* 
said Elfrida, " that I must love my ene* 
mies, and God bless you, sir, though I 
believe you. are mine.'* 

" You should say, my liegt^ said 
one of the lords in waiting, who i^tood 
at the open door, which led to the great 
stair case, " when you speak to the 
king.'' 

" Never to that king, my lord," said 
Elfrida, with determined dignity. 
ITie Abbess lamented secretly the 
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trust that had been reposed in her. 
What shall I do, thought she, with 
this haughty and resolute child? But 
they had not proceeded half way on 
their journey, before her pupil had 
made a deep interest in her bosom, by 
the sweetness of her manners, the just- 
ness of her remarks, so superior to her 
years, and that candour and benignity, 
which were so happily blended with in- 
nate dignity. 

Arrived at the interior of the nunnery, 
Sister Agatha, a talkative though excel- 
lent hearted nun, and who enjoyed all 
the unlimited confidence of her friend, 
the abbess, cried out, at the sight of the 
child — " Holy Saint Mary ! Why, who 
have you got there? Is it the yoqng Coun- 
Jtess de Hainault, risen from the grave? 

B b 3 ' 
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Why, she is as Kke to her as these two 
ringlets are to each other," continued 
she, twisting her fingers in the flowing 
hair of Elfrida, who looked at the nun 
with contempt; for her appearance was 
neither prepossessing nor clean, from the 
quantity of snuff she constantly took, and 
said to her, with quickness, drawing away 
her head, " Do you know who I am?" 

" No, my pretty dear," said Agatha; 
" But I would venture to lay a good 
sum, if I had it, that either the Duchess 
of Burgundy, or the jsweet Countess de 
Hainault was — ." 

" Peace!" said the abbess; the last 
words of Sister Agatha having awakened 
an idea which had not occured to her be- 
fore. " See that dinner is prepared in 
the refectory, and attend me afterwards 
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in my cell; and there I will teach you, if 
I can possibly accomplish such an hydra- 
like labour, how necessary it is for you to 
hold your tongue, as far as in what relates- 
to the young pensioner I have brought 
home with me/' 

Agatha, who adored the superior, 
though she fo\md to be silent, on any oc- 
casion, was a very difficult task, y^ reli- 
giously kept herself so in regard to what- 
ever might throw the least light on the 
birth of this extraordinary child; to 
whom, however, io spite of the Duchess 
of York's vigilance, somebody about the 
palace had been imprudent enough to 
impart all that could add to her natural 
pride, while they had concealed those^ rfb» 
stacles which would, mfalliWy, prevent 
hear from jstoiing in that high RpUere, for 
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which they fondly imagined her to be de- 
signed. 

The good iiatui*ed Agatha could never* 
endure to see her employed in making up 
linen for the tiunnery, or in preparing 
cakes and confections for their gala days j 
but used to keep her close by her, while 
ifehe performed those lower offices; and 
would employ Elfrida in the more ho- 
tiourable avocation of gilding a, crown for 
Saint Catherine, or adorning the image 
of the Virgin with wreaths of flowers. 
The linen was found to be sewed very 
neat, the flavour of the sweetmeats was 
extolled, while Agatha enjoyed the praises 
bestowed on the blushing Elfrida ; whose 
mind, being the seat of real dignity, could 
no longer support those applauses which 
ishe was conscious')^ did not merit, and 
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insisted on performing every task that was 
allotted her. By degrees her hauteur 
wore off, and a sweet and dignified affa- 
bility took place of it. 

When first she went to the convent, in 
her little altercations with her compa- 
nions, she would say — " You know not 
whom you offend!'* 

This pride Agatha constantly fed, by 
saying-— " No, that they do not, or they 
would not dare to do it." 

But, as she grew older, her thoughtful 
mind, pondering on the wise counsels of 
the abbess, saw how little advantage was 
to 'he derived from a splendid birth, 
where want of fortune, and an oversha- 
dowing mystery, appeared as barriers to 
future dignity. 

In the abbess she saw a wise and 
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maternal friend ; and, though she loved 
Agatha for the goodness of her heart, 
and for her smcere affection towards 
her, yet she beheld her ignorant, the 
slave of prejudice, and of supersti- 
tion. 

Spirit, and tempered dignity, had now 
succeeded to childish petulance ; and her 
youthful vivacity was so checked by a 
kind of serious majesty in her deport* 
ment, that it overawed her companions, 
and took from them the power or the 
wish to offend her. 

The affection of the abbess increased 
for her every day; whjle the Duchess of 
York, peculiarly happy in having placed 
her with so excellent a monitress, en- 
dowed the nunnery with rich gifts, and 
increased its revenues. Unchanged in 
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her affection to her amiable and inte- 
resting protegij she beheld her, each 
time, with added delight, and separated 
from her, after their frequent meeting^, 
with the keenest regret. 
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